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ried out as far as it affects the living quarters of the
crew. Immediately above the boiler room is to be
found a long line of shower baths for the use of the
firemen; steam-heated drying racks, for their working
clothes; a plentiful supply of wash basins and other
essentials to cleanliness and decency. The same pro-
vision is made further forward for the crew; and
mention should be made of a lofty, well-ventilated
hospital and of a special room for patients having
infectious diseases, while is tiled throughout, ceiling,
floor, and walls, so that it can be subjected to thor-
ough washing and disinfection after the patient has
been removed.

As regards the working of the guns, all of which,
by the way, are electrically-controlled, the most inter-
esting features are those having to do with the speedy
and safe delivery of the ammunition supply to its
proper destination. This contains many new features
which are of such a character that it is not advisable
that they should be made public. Suffice it to say that
the ammunition hoists, and the methods adopted for
the transportation and distribution of the ammunition
from the various magazines to these hoists, have been
so skillfully designed and placed, that the mechanism
is practically secure against shell fire. As long as
any gun is in action, the gun captain need have no
anxiety on the score of a failure of the supply of pow-
der and projectiles.

Finally, as regards the very interesting competition
in the construction of the “Connecticut” and the
“Louisiana” (a competition, by the way, which the
parties concerned in the construction of the two ships
deny as having any existence), it may be said that at
the present time the two ships stand about level.
When the proposition was made to have the “Connecti-
cut” built at a government yard, those who ob-
jected to such an arrangement declared that if the
government built the ship she would cost from any-
where from 30 to 40 per cent more and take far longer
to build, than if she were constructed at a private
yard. As a matter of fact she has been built in the
same time, and has cost only about 15 per cent more
than her sister ship “Louisiana”; and this in spite of
the fact that the government employees have shorter
hours and receive higher pay than the employes in
private yards.

THE NEW WATER SUPPLY FOR NEW YORK CITY,

In the choice of a new source of water supply for
New York city, the engineers of the present Board
of Waier Supply have been obliged to exclude from
their investigations certain desirable water sheds and
rivers that had been shut out by prohibitory legisla-
tion. The sources of supply in the Catskill Mountains
recommended by the Board have been chosen as pre-
senting the most quickly available and the best and
cheapest large sources that can be obtained under pres-
ent conditions. The Housatonic River is ruled out
because of its location in the State of Connecticut.
Ten Mile River, a tributary of the Housatonic flowing
into Connecticut, is ruled out by the uncertainty of
the law governing the diversion of interstate waters;
and the watersheds adjoining the Croton watershed
on the north are ruled out by the prohibitions of the
Legislature in 1903-04.

The choice of the Catskill sources was made largely
as the result of a study of the very full data found in
the report of the Commission on Additional Water
Supply (the so-called Burr-Hering-Freeman Commis-
sion) appointed by Mayor Low in 1902. The elaborate
studies of that commission, included in "their report
and published by the city, were carried on:by a corps
of engineers and assistants comprising in all about
two hundred men, who spent an entire working season
in- the field, and very carefully examined the quality
and feasibility of all available sources in the State
of New York. This same commission was reconvened
by Mayor McClellan and after further investigation
recommended, without reserve, the Catskill Mountain
sources as being now the most available for a large
future supply.

In other independent investigations the Catskill
Mountain sources have been repeatedly considered and
proposed, notably as the result of a study of the sub-
ject under the chief engineer of the Departnient of
Water Supply, Gas and Electricity of this city during
years 1902 and 1904.

CATSKILL SOURCES TO BE APPROPRIATED.—The Commis-
sion on Additional Water Supply recommended that
eteps be taken at once toward the building of reser-
voirs, aqueducts, and filters, sufficient to store, purify,
and convey to New York city 500,000,000 gallons of
water daily from various new sources; and the report
of the present chief engineer of the Board of Water
Supply, Mr. J. Waldo Smith, recommends that the
following sources be appropriated for New York city,
these being those for which authority is ‘now being
sought in a bill before the legislature: 1. Esopus
Creek, to be taken at a point near Olive Bridge; 2.
Rondout Creek, to be taken at a point near Napanoch;
three small streams tributary to the Rondout, to be
taken as shown on the map; 3. Schoharie Creek, to
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be taken at a point near Prattsville; 4. Catskill Creek,
to be taken at a point about one mile north of East
Durham, and also six small streams tributary to aque-
duct from Catskill Creek to Ashokan reservoir. The
total available yield of these Catskill sources, exclusive
of interstate tributaries, is 660 million gallons daily,
and. 511 million gallons if we exclude the Catskill
supply of 149 million gallons. Although there is no
immediate call for the total amount, the present rate
of growth of the demand in this city renders it cer-
tain that New York city will, within twenty-five years,
need substantially all the waters that these sources can
supply in years of extremely low rainfall.

THE GREAT AsHOKAN REestRVOIR.—The scheme of con-
struction proposed is to build at once that portion of
the system which will give the city, in the near future,
a sufficient additional supply, to safeguard it against
any danger of a water famine. The first section that it
is proposed to construct in accordance with this prin-
ciple is the great Ashokan reservoir with a capacity
of 250 million gallons daily, and an aqueduct of 500
million gallons daily capacity, to extend from the
reservoir to a crossing beneath the Hudson River at
New Hamburg, from which place it will be carried to
New York by way of the new Croton reservoir. The
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MAP OF NEW YORK CITY’S PROPOSED NEW
WATER SUPPLY.

Ashokan reservoir will carry its full water line at an
elevation of 600 feet above mean sea-level.

RYE AND KENsico RESERVOIRs.—From the Croton
reservoir the 500-million-gallon aqueduct will be con-
tinued south to Kensico reservoir, which will be en-
larged to include Rye Pond and form an emergency
storage reservoir at an elevation of 355 feet above
mean tide containing 25 billion gallons, or fifty
days’ supply at 500 million gallons daily. Continuing
south for about four miles, -the reservoir will lead to a
large filtering plant at Scarsdale, and six miles to the
south of this there will be another storage reservoir
at Hill View. The advantage of these two reservoirs
is that should any mishap occur anywhere along the
69 miles of aqueduct to tlie north, ample time would
be given to make repairs without interfering with the
regular city supply.

BROOKLYN AND STATEN [SLAND CONNECTION.—For the
supply of Brooklyn and Staten Island a tunnel of 200
million gallons daily capacity will be driven below the
East River, with connections suitable for delivering
100 million gallons daily to Brooklyn, this connection
terminating in a large reservoir in Forest Park. An-
other line, capable of delivering 20 million gallons
daily, will be built by way of Brooklyn, its course being
indicated on the accompanying map. In view of the
fact that it will be from five to eight years before the
first water can be brought in from the Catskill region,
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it is recommended that immediate relief, which is even
more necessary in the case of Brooklyn than Manhat-
tan Island, be sought in the more easterly sources of
Long Island, which have been as yet undeveloped.
The connection to Staten Island will probably consist
of a 48-inch main leading to a terminal emergency
reservoir built on high ground on Staten Island.

The estimated cost of constructing the Ashokan res-
ervoir and aqueducts, emergency reservoirs, etc., but
not the filter beds, as above outlined, is $112,092,000,
and the time for its completion from five to eight
years. The total cost of completing the whole system,
including the Scarsdale filtration plant (estimated to
cost $17,525,000) and the Rondout and Schoharie de-
velopments, is $161,857,000.
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Artifieial Albumen.—A New Condensed Food to
Supplant Meat.

Consul Pike, of Zittau, reports that an interesting
discovery is being discussed by the German press,
which refers to the result of a recent investigation by
Prof. Emil Fischer, of Berlin. He writes:

“It is contended that the principal nourishment re-
quired by the human body for its maintenance is alubp-
men, according to the renowned professor of physiol-
ogy, Pfeiffer, the source of all muscular strength. For
this reason it has at all times been the endeavor of
our learned men to obtain more knowledge of this
important ingredient of our daily food. Up till now
all such efforts have been in vain, but it was recog-
nized that were it possible to make artificial albumen,
a complete change in the present system of nourishing
the human body would be brought about and would
render the now so necessary meat foods to a great
extent dispensable.

“Prof. Emil Fischer, director of the leading chemi-
cal institution, the Berlin University, has gained the
credit of having accomplished the first analysis of
natural albumen. He has established the composition
of the various ingredients, some of which he has suc-
ceeded in producing artificially., The substance thus
obtained he has called ‘polypeptide, and it is said to
possess a large number of the properties characteristic
of natural albumen. The vast importance of this dis-
covery will be better comprehended when we realize
that the introduction of this artificial food will reduce
the disastrous effects of bad harvests, pestilence, etc.,
to a minimum, and cause famine to become a thing of
the past.”
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The Carrent Supvlement.

The current SurpPLEMENT, Ne. 1577, opens with the
first installment of a good article on Torpedo-Beat
Destroyei‘s. Clarence M. Barber writes instructively
on fuel briquetting in America. The excellent article
on “Cement Mortar and Concrete: Their Preparation
and Use for Farm Purposes,” is concluded. Recent
advances in wireless telegraphy are reviewed by J.
Erskine Murray. Of interest to the army of pilgrims
who each summer return to New England to enjoy
the beautiful excursions for which Boston offers a
natural ge'ographical and historical center, will spe-
cially wish to include in their itinerary a day at the
Harvard Botanical Gardens, inasmuch as the cen-
tenary of this institution’s conception has been cele-
brated. M. C. Crawford gives a comprehensive descrip-
tion of the garden, and illustrates it with many photo-
graphs. The scientific treatment of high-pressure ex-
plosives, both solid and gaseous, has left much to be
desired. For that reason Mr. J. E. Petaval's treatise,
published in the SupPLEMENT, may be regarded as the
most valuable contribution to our knowledge of the
subject. Among the minor articles which may be
mentioned are those entitled “Starting the Engine,”
“The Brake Shoe Problem,” *“Water Power at High
Pressure,” “A Simple Camera Shutter,” “Hybridiza-
tion of Plants,” “Star-Streaming,” “Cost of Running
a Motor Delivery Tricycle.”

American Homes and Gardens for April.

The April number of American Homes and Gardens
is one of the handsomest and most diversified issues of
the periodical which has thus far been. published. The
“notable American home” which Mr. Barr Ferree pic-
turesquely describes is the Long Island residence of
Mr. W. K. Vanderbilt, Jr., at Great Neck. Beautiful
photographic illustrations accompany the text. Other
residences, not quite so large, although distinguished
by architectural taste, are described and illustrated.
Most interesting to the great majority of readers will
be the account of some successful houses costing from
$3,000 to $6,000. Photographs and plans of these
dwellings are published. Instructive, too, as well as
helpful are excellently " illustrated contributions on
“Weaving as an Occupation for Women,” by Mabel
Tuke Priestman; “0Old-Fashioned Clocks in American
Homes,” by Mary H. Northend; “Modern Theory and
the Bedroom,” by Jay Wheeler Dow; “Construction and
Care of the Hotbed,” by Ida Bennett; ‘“Garden Work
for April,”” by Eben Rexford, as well as many other ar-
ticles both timely and entertaining.
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