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anchors. Then there are the hauldown block carriage,
loading blocks, etc., all of which occupy a space just
below the deck 16 feet long, 7 feet wide, and 4% feet
deep.

Several improvements have been made in the marine
cableway since the early experiments between the U.
S. battleship ‘““Massachusetts” and the collier ‘“Marcel-
lus.” The sea anchor line is now %-inch diameter in
place of 3-inch as formerly, and it will easily sustain
the tension due to conveying one ton of coal. The
sea anchors have not been altered in any way.
The coil spring (weighing 1,200 pounds) attached
to the mainmast would be completely compressed
under a load of 20,000 pounds, but a 12,000-pound
strain is all that is required to carry a load of one ton.
As the warship dips and rises in the waves, the spring
will compress and elongate in uniformity with the
ship’s motion, and this serves to equalize the some-
what varying strain on the sea anchor. This spring
as used on the “Illinois” is 8 feet long and is heavier
than that used on the ‘“Massachusetts.”

The load carriage works very simply. It contains
three wheels and a “grip” arranged in a vertical line.
The elevating devices can be stowed away on the war-
ship and set up on board a collier at sea in & very
short time. A sheave block is lashed to the
foremast and mainmast, and these support
the sea anchor line and allow it to play free-
ly through them. Just below is the tail
block, about which the conveying line bends.
At a point above the sea anchor line another
lashing is made, and two ¥-inch wire guy
ropes are there attached and led forward to
the starboard and port sides of the ship,
where they may be attached to the deck at
almost any place found convenient.

Loads can be hoisted from the port deck
and then the starboard deck, alternately, to
the two men at the masthead. One of these
takes in his hand the loose ring which is
attached to the elevating hook. When the
load carriage reaches the collier’s masthead,
the ring is placed by hand over the hook of
the carriage, a lever is pulled on the elevat-
ing truck and the load is dropped and thus
transferred to the load carriage. This op-
eration can be accomplished in two seconds.
The other man takes off the empty
bags on their return from the war-
ship, and sends them down to the
deck for refilling.

In the original experiments on
the U. S. S. “Massachusetts” a pair
of shears was erected and guyed
for the support of a large canvas
chute through which the bags of
coal were dropped. All of this has
since been dispensed with, the
ropes of the cableway being all
pulled down by a nigger-head on
the quarter-deck winches when it is
desired to dump the load.

The improved method of deliver-
ing the coal is as follows:

The load starts out from the col-
lier on a downhill route, continuing
so for more than half the distance.
‘When the load is just clear of the
center of the span and is in its
lowest position the man on the
quarter-deck of the warship com-
mences to pull down the hauldown
block. By the time the bags reach
the block they will be trailing on
the deck. The operation now stops
for an instant, the lowering con-
tinues for a foot or more, the load
is unhooked from the carriage, empty bags are put
on, and the whole apparatus is then raised to its
normal position. At the same time the operator on
the after bridge sends the empty carriage back to
the collier for another load.

The Return of the ‘“Gauss.”

After a comparatively brief sojourn in the Antarctic
regions, the German ‘““Gauss” expedition returns with
little, if anything, new to narrate. Despite the fact
that provisions sufficient in amount to sustain the
party for three years had been taken along, the en-
terprise was abandoned comparatively early. The
reason is doubtless to be found in the fact that when
the ship was frozen in, only a month remained before
the arrival of the equinox, and with it, the long
polar night. Dr. Drygalski had hoped to find winter
quarters in east longitude 90 and to penetrate as far
south as the 70th parallel near Termination Island.
As a matter of fact, the “Gauss” never proceeded far-
ther south than 661% degrees south latitude. The
British expedition has certainly done better, for by
the last accounts Capt. Scott had attained the 82d
parallel.

With the Germans out of the field, there still re-
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main the British, Swedish, and Scottish expeditions.
It remains to be seen whether they will accomplish
more.

Dr. Drygalski’'s party, however, did not return
empty-handed. Much that is new regarding ocean
depths, marine flora and fauna has been gathered.
Observations of auroral and magnetic phenomena were
also made which will doubtless clear up many a dark
spot in our limited knowledge. The exact extent and
value of the exploration carried out can be determined
only after a full report has been published.

—_————r——
HAILSTONES LARGER THAN HENS’ EGGS.

In the vast Western States of the Union all natural
phenomena are on a great scale. Rivers are wide,
deep, and of enormous length; mountains are lofty
and rugged, with summits clad in eternal snow; gorges,
valleys and canyons are of stupendous depth; there
are cyclones, tornados, blizzards, avalanches. Here
are some hailstones that fell in Nebraska during a
summer storm on July 2, 1900. As the photograph,

which is sent by Mr. Arthur Inkersley, of San Fran-
cisco, clearly shows, the hailstones are considerably
larger than the hen’s egg which has been photo-
graphed on the same dish for purposes of comparison.

HAILSTONES THAT FELL AT ALLIANCE, NEB,
On Top of the Heap ie a Hen'’s Egg,

HAILSTONES THAT FELL AT YORK, ENGLAND,

The other picture shows some hailstones which fell
at York, England, on July 8, 1893. While these are
evidently large stones, it is not easy to say just how
large, as no well-known object has been photographed
with them.

-

A Disastrous Flood in the West.

Several hundred people lost their lives in a cloud-
burst that almost entirely destroyed Heppner, Ore., on
the night of June 14. The flood came with such sud-
denness that the inhabitants were unable to seek places
of safety. Huge bowlders weighing a ton were carried
down by the current. Two-thirds of Heppner was
swept away by the flood.

Columbia University’s Honorary Degrees to
Scientists,

Nine honorary degrees were awarded at the recent
commencement of Columbia University. Peter Cooper
Hewitt and Prof. Joseph J. Thomson were made Doc-
tors of Science. The degree of LL.D. was conferred
upon Prof. Humphreys, of Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology. Peter Cooper Hewitt was presented for the
degree by Prof. Michael 1. Pupin.
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Railsing Cotton in the West Indies.

The possibility of raising cotton on an extensive scale
in the West Indies, especially Cuba and Porto Rico, has
not been considered improbable, and agricultural ex-
perts who are familiar with the climate, soil, and
other conditions of these islands have expressed the be-
lief that a fair grade of the staple could be produced
in abundance. A series of experiments have recently
been concluded in Porto Rico which have a very im-
portant bearing on this subject, since they appear to
not only prove the conclusions of the experts, but ap-
parently demonstrate that a very high quality of the
staple can be grown.

The experiments have been in progress about three
years, and have been conducted by several planters
from Alabama, who are conversant with the form of
cultivation in the Southern States. At first a small
area was planted with the seed. The results were so
satisfactory that this has been increased from year
to year, until in 1902 the acreage aggregated about
9,000, the cotton being grown in sixty different plats.
The average production in 1902 is announced to have
been about 500 pounds to the acre, or equal to one bale.
As is well known, this is considerably more than the
average yield in the Southern States, but perhaps the
most interesting feature was its quality.
Samples of it were sent to expert cotton
handlers in New Orleans, Charleston, and
Savannah, as well as Liverpool and Man-
chester. It is stated that all of the judges
pronounced the staples practically as good as
the product of the islands off the coast of
South Carolina and Georgia, or, as it is gen-
erally termed, the Sea Island cotton—by far
the best staple grown in America. The suc-
cess attending the cultivation so far has de-
termined the promoters to plant about 12-
000 acres this year, and a company has been
organized to construct an oil mill and fer-
tilizer works in connection with the planta-
tions., with the view of manufacturing the
by-products from the cotton seed. Hsti-
mated by previous crops, it is calculated that
in addition to the cotton itself fully 7,000
tons of seed will be secured, which, when
crushed, will produce at least 250,000 gallons
of oil and 5,000 tons of fertilizer. Conse-
quently the by-products will rep-
resent in themselves an important
source of revenue to the company.

So far as known, this plantation
is the only one where cotton has
been produced in commercial quan-
tities in Porto Rico. Should the
harvest continue to be as large in
proportion to the area cultivated,
however, it would appear as if an
excellent opportunity were given to
add this to the other rescurces of
the island, and undoubtedly the re-
sults achieved by the company will
be watched with much interest.
The fact that the staple is equal to
the Sea Island in fineness and
length of texture is in itself of
much importance, since such a
small quantity of Sea Island cotton
can be grown in the United States.
Should Cuban planters follow the
example of Porto Rico, there is ap-
parently no reason why they should
not produce an article of equally as
high a standard; and with cotton
added to the agricultural resources
of the two islands, it might in fu-
ture prove a source of wealth al-
most as important as that derived
from coffee, tobacco, and other staples. On the Porto
Rico plantation, native colored labor has been employ-
ed, as there is an abundance of this kind, but the Am-
ericans have superintended the various processes. The
site of the plantation is considered to be no more
favorable than many other localities, but was selected
more for its shipping facilities than the fertility of
the soil.

A W —

Arrangements are being made for the equipment of
a large plant in England for the manufacture of the
Locke sprocket chain. This is one of the first sub-
stantial acknowledgments of the American automatic
machinery in that country, and as the machine repre-
sents the most perfect type of automatic action, it is
being regarded with great interest at present in that
country. In this machine, a tape of soft steel is fed
in on one side, and it emerges at the other in the form
of a perfect chain. It is then hardened and is ready
for use. The Locke chain has entered into very gen-
eral use in this country, having been found especially
desirable in the manufacture of farming machinery.
For this purpose it is used exclusively by one of the
largest firms in the world, which is an American cQn
cern.
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