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AUTOMOBILE COUPE BUILT FOR THE SULTAN OF
MOROCCO,

Our illustration shows a coupé which has been built,
for the Sultan of Morocco by the Georges Richard
Company. It is finished in green, with gold tracery.
In front is the refrigerator, and in the rear the place
for the footman. The interior is luxuriously fitted
with silk linings and curtains, a double seat
for the conductor and passenger, with the
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delivery wagons at a stated weekly or daily rate, and
to take contracts for supplying efficient chauffeurs for
such concerns as are constantly employing horseless
traction and transportation, not only in the city, but
in the suburbs and surrounding country where auto-
mobile stage lines operate. It should be possible for
an individual as well as a representative of a commer-
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the inquirer, if he is a merchant, to know precisely
what the cost of each delivery would amount to. All
the merchant has to do is to specify the hours of work
and time schedule to be followed by the driver, and at
so much per week the storage station agrees to keep
the vehicle in running order, making trips with the
regularity of clockwork. By this arrangement the

merchant is relieved of much special super-

steering and controlling levers. Like the
Georges Richard vehicles which have been
lately described, it is on the gasoline system,
and the motor, placed in front, drives the
differential of the rear wheels by a belt trans-
mission.

A NOVEL THREE-WHEEL AUTOMOBILE.

Although the four-wheel automobile repre-
sents the type found to be in most general
use, there is no doubt about the motor-bicycle
and the three-wheel automobile having many
friends and advocates. The admirers of the
three-wheel machine claim for this type of
vehicle comparative lightness and, conse-
quently, greater traveling radius for the same
amount of fuel, compactness, ease of steering,
ability to turn in a circle of surprisingly
small diameter, and last, but not least, a con-
siderable reduction in the cost of this class
of vehicle. As opposed to this class of vehicle
there are some who prefer the four-wheel
type, owing to the greater stability of this
form of machine. A Philadelphia advocate
of the three-wheel design, Mr. George T.
Turner, is the designer of the three-wheel vehicle
shown in the accompanying engravings. The vehicle
is certainly very compact, as it can be stowed away
in a space 7% by 3% feet, and it is said to be an
efficient machine.

An evidence of the practicability of the Turner run-
about is given in the fact that the original vehicle,
constructed four years ago, is still in daily use on the
streets of the Quaker City. Weighing but 400 pounds,
it is yet so constructed as to safely carry two passen-
gers over ordinary American roads with entire safety,
its low running gear (but 20 inches from the ground)
obviating the necessity of equipping the vehicle with
a step. It has a speed range of from five to twenty
miles an hour, while its tanks, with five gallons storage
capacity, have proven sufficient for the round trip
from Philadelphia to Atlantic City (about 120 miles)
in the actual running time of but a trifle over six
hours. This amount of fuel costs but fifty cents, and
two passengers occupied the vehicle during the trip.

The starting, stopping and braking are all done with
the one lever (with an additional foot brake). Mr.
Turner is now engaged in perfecting a device by
which the engine may be started from the seat.

-

Auntomobile Storage and Repair Facilities,
The proper storing of automobiles, with all that
this implies in the way of taking constant and in-
telligent care of the machine, and the establishment
of efficient repair shops, still remain in a very unsat-
isfactory condition, despite some commendable enter-
prise in certain quarters. The manufacturers of
motor vehicles are well aware that a great many
people are deterred from buying machines because of
the lack of repair shops able to do good, responsible
work. Chauffeurs of extended experience are
constantly complaining of the varying grade
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cial house to walk into such a storage station and
immediately get a figure on the cost of operating
motor vehicles, according to capacity, per day and per
week. The price should include the driver’s salary,
the recharging of the batteries if the vehicle is an
electric, or the supply of liquid fuel and lubricants if
it is a hydrocarbon or steam vehicle, in order to enable

REAR VIEW, SHOWING MOTOR OF THE TURNER
THREE-WHEELER.

intendence, which really does not belong to
his business and which he is not qualified to
do properly through any of his departments.
A fixed price for the vehicle and so much to
make it do its limit of work and usefulness—
these are the only two items which would
concern the city merchant. Besides, there are
any number of concerns which do not care to
invest money in purchasing vehicles, but have
enough expressage on their hands to warrant
the hiring of one or more motor vehicles,
when this can be done conveniently and eco-
nomically. Only in exceptional cases does the
driver of a business motor vchicle know how
to properly attend to and clean it after the
day’s work is done. He is in a hurry to get
home, and regards the cleaning of the ma-
chine as an extra job imposed upon him for
the reason that there is no one else to do it.
Conseguently the vehicle is not taken good
care of, the machine parts wear out compara-
tively quickly, and continued negligence may
prevent the smooth working of the machinery,
necessitating frequent stoppage and summons
for repairs.

A well-appointed storage station should ke
able to do the work of cleaning and adjusting motor
vehicles by contract for less than haif the cost
of the repairs, delays and loss by friction of
neglected vehicles; for the cost of looking after
several machines is but a little more than that
for tending a single machine. In all the large cities
there are at the present time dozens of expensive
and well-built business vehicles which are being slow-
ly wrecked by the ignorance and negligence of the
drivers intrusted with them; and it is not at all
unlikely that some of the firms, discouraged by the
cost of repairs and the unsatisfactory running of the
machines, may ultimately go back to the horse-drawn
outfit, unless a system of storage stations comes to
the rescue. At present nearly all the atuomobile
stores are located on thoroughfares convenient to
fashionable patronage; very few of them are close to
the city’s business heart. There are in the United
States several manufacturers making a specialty of
business vehicles, and these might with profit locate
salesrooms, with ample storage facilities, in the busi-
ness center of some of our-big cities. The storage
idea worked out intelligently would not only insure
a large number of sales not otherwise obtainable, but
would keep the seller in constant touch with the
buyer—a condition both are sure to welcome. After
all, the revolutionizing infiuence of the automobile
will be felt, not through the pleasure machine, but
through the manifold appliances of motor vehicles to
business needs. When we are getting our fires ex-
tinguished by auto engines, our goods delivered by
auto express wagons, our streets swept by auto street
sweepers, our household furniture and heavy freight
moved by auto trucks and vans, not to mention
suburban transportation by auto stage coach, then,
and’first then, will the infiuence of the horse-

of the liquid fuel which they pick up along
their touring routes, and those who depend
on electricity argue that they are constantly
at "odds to obtain a uniformly satisfactory
charging of the batteries. Such complaints
are usually well justified. Instead of dis-
solving their usefulness in “experience” meet-
ings and festive entertainments, the automo-
bile clubs might to advantage take hold of
these problems with a view of alleviating the
most apparent troubles of the touring chauf-
feur who is in search of uniform quality and
excellence in liquid fuel and charging voltage.

But there is another. side to the matter,
affecting what will undoubtedly prove to be
the most essential and useful class of motor
vehicles, namely, the heavy truck, the deliv-
ery carriage, and the general utility wagon,
in relation to a system of storage stations
comprising city and urban limits. Depart-
ment stores and similar large establishments,
which are gradually displacing horse-drawn
teams .by horseless equipment, are already
spending too much for maintaining the ma-
chines and keeping.them in repair. We are
slowly but surely approaching the time when
centrally located storage stations will be nec-
essary to the further economic spread of
horseless traction, at least in cities. Such
stations should also be able to furnish well-
qualified drivers and chauffeurs to operate
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less vehicle assert itself in a way calculated
to extract our appreciation. When we go out-
side city limits the conditions are simply
desperate. The bicycle repair shop, the black-
smith’s shop, and the general mechanic’s shop
are the only places of refuge, and none of
them offer adequate assistance in case of acci-
dent. They merely are the local mechanical
centers, which the wrecked automobilist goes
through, not without a lurking suspicion that
he will have to do most of the repairing him-
self or take a botched job. There is only one
way out of this dilemma. If the automobile
clubs of the United States, instead of being
managed as at present purely for pleasure
purposes, would amalgamate into a single
compact body able to make its voice heard in
legislative quarters, it should not be so very
difficult to organize repair facilities all over
the country by some such measure as that of
the League of American Wheelmen. L. A.
W. repair shops did much good in stimulating
the zeal of mechanics in practical cycle repair
work. The cycle repairer is closer to auto
repairs that either the blacksmith or tke
general mechanic. It might be well wortj g
trial to use the L. A. W. repair men gg g
basis, and educate those of them who cire 10
acquire a certificate signed by the uniteq guto-
mobile clubs licensing them to do Work as
qualified automobile engineers. The eggential
technical instruction could very well pe done
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