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A 'J1NIQUE PIGEON POSTAL SERVICE. 
The homing and carrier pigeons have on more, than 

one occasion displayed their remarkable innate pro
cli vities for the quick conveyance of messages between 
different points when other systems of communication 
are either unavailable or . have broken down. In the 
Franco-Prussian war they were used by the unfortu
nate imprisoned citizens of Paris to carry messages to 
the outside world. In the presf'nt Boer war they have 

J ,ieutiiic J-mericil. 
ported by the shipping company and several other mine 
owners and merchants who were greatly interested in 
the development of the island. At first, the birds were 
only trained to fiy one way. That is to say, they were 
taken by boat to Great Barrier Island, and liberated as 
the exigencies arose, when they immediately set out to
ward their home at Auckland, and were returned to 
the island in crates by the weekly steamer. The dis
advantage of this method is obvious. It was possible 
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was revised. N ow the cost of carrying a message from 
the island to Auckland is 12 cents, and 25 cents for the 
reverse journey. The reason that it costs more to 
carry a message from Auckland to the island is due 
to the fact that the training of the birds for this ro�te 
was more laborious, since strong persuasion had to be 
brougilt upon the birds to induce them to face the 
long water journey. The messages are written upon 
tissue paper with carbon leaf. The paper is per

been freely employed, 
especially during t.he 
siege of L a d y s m i t h. 
Then, again, since the 
f 0 u n d e r i  n g of the 
F.·ench steamer Bour: 
gogne with her four 
hundred souls off New
foundland some months 
ago, the various Fren.ch 
shipping c o  m p a  n ies 
have been conducting 
several e x p e r  i m e n  t s 
with these pigeons, with 
a view to employing 
thf'm to carry news of 
any accident that may 
have occuTred to the 
steamer during her voy
age, thus explaining to 
the anxiously waiting 
relatives of the passen
gers ashore the safe
ty of the vessel, the rea
son for her delay, and 
other interesting infor
mation. But in New 
Zealand a much more 
novel and enterprising 
attempt has been made 
to introduce the pigeon 
i n  t ot h e commercial 
world by establishing a 
pigeon post between 
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forated·down each sid,. 
When the message has 
been written it is folded 
and sealed with the 
agency's stamp. which 
secures complete pri
vacy of the communica· 
tion. The me!!sage is 
then wrapped round the 
bird'a leg and covered 
with a waterproof leg
ging, which serves to 
protect the' me ssag e 
from injury during wet 
weather, and also to pre
vent the bird's picking 
it to pieces .. When the 
bird enters the terminus 
at either end, he passes 
through the usual trap 
which is generally pro
vided to the lofts of 
h o m i n g  pigeons. In 
this case, however, tile 
trap gives entrance to a 
kind of small ante-Iort. 
The trap. in falling', 
rings a bell, which no
tifies the attendant of 
the arrival of a. bird. 
He thereupon t a k e s 
the bird Ol1t of this ante
loft. removes the mes
sage from its leg, and 

Auckland and Great Barrier Island. Great Bar
rier Island lies about sixty miles north of Auck
land. It is a bleak, inaccessible spot. The mines 
supply the most important means of support to the 
few inhabitants who eke out their existence on this 
lonely island. with no other means of communicating 
with the mainland than by the steamer, which calls 
only once a week. Their complete isolation has been 
forcibly brought home to the islanders on more than 
one occasion. Some months ago a terrible shipwreck 
occurred on its formidable coast, and though within so 
short a distance of Auckland, the news of the catastro
phe was not known in the latter town until four days 
after it had happened. 

In 1896 the island was imbued with a new lease of 
life through the mining industry increasing, owing to 
the efforts of one 

to carry messages from the island to the mainland, but 
no communications could be conveyed from the main
land to the island. Mr. Fricker, realizing this draw
back,immediately commenced to train other birds to 
accomplish the reverse journey from Auckland to 
Great Barrier Island, and now it is possible to dispatch 
a message either way with the assurance that a reply 
will be forthcoming in a very short time. 

The time generally occupied on the journey by the 
birds averages from 65 to 70 minutes; but, � m"ay be 
naturally supposed, their . rate of traveling depends 
upon the condition of the wind and weather. When 
the service was first inaugurated, the cost of transmis
sion was 50 cents per message; but when the circuit of 
communication was completed, and it was found that 
one bird could carry four messages at a time, the cost 

then permits the pigeou to enter the main loft. To 
open the me!!sage it is simply necessary to tear the per-
foration. " 

The service is well supported, considerably over 
one hundred birds being retained as messengers. It 
is officially recognized by the New Zealalld govern
ment and the Imperial government as a bona-fide 
postal service between the island and Auckland. It 
ismes" its own" postage,stamps fo�franking the mes
sages. It is a rf'liable, rapid, aDd cheap means of com' 
munication. Even when tlie:-ttileg �ph cable eventu
ally connects the island with toe" mainland, it is 
extremely improbable that it will fall into de8�e'tude� 
since the number of words that can be written upon 
the tissue paper and transmitted for 12 cents-the same 
message would cost ten or twelve times that sum if dis

patched by cable 
-will recommend 
its utilization' in 
lieu of the tele
graph. 

THE LANGSTON 
J400RING DE
VICE. 

or two influential 
gen tlemen on the 
mainland. T h e  
result was that a 
number of fami
lit's of miners trav
eled to the island 
to pltrticipate in 
the prosperity. It 
was also recogniz
ed by one gen
tleman, Mr. W. 
Fricker, who was 
an ardent pigeon 
fancier, t ha t a 
quicker means of 
transit s h 0 u 1 d 
exist for the con
veyance of news, 
c o r  r e spondence, 
etc., between the 
island and t h e  
m a i n 1 a n d. He 
thereupon estab
lished his pigeon
gram agency. The 
birds were housed 
i n cOlufortable 
quarters on Great 
Barrier I s I a n d, 
and were s 0 0 n 
su fficiently train
ed for the pur
pose of carrying 
messages to the 
town of A uck
land. The value 
of this unique 
agency was imme
diately realized, 
and it was enthu
siastically a n d  
substantially sup-

Ocean Tug Attempting to Start the Disk. Method of Lowering and Removing the 
Dilk by lIiIeau·dLthe Hydraulic Jet. 

The Langston 
mooring device, 
which bears the' 
name of its inven
tor, is designed to 
afford absolutely 
secure anchorage 
for vessels a n d  
buoys under ex
treme conditions 
of storm, ice pres
sure or 0 t h e  r 

.sources of violent 
strain. As repre
sented in the ac
companyin� en
gravings, it con .. 
sist!! of a�st iron 
disk of. any de'
s i r  e d diameter, 
from 10 inches up 
to 2 feet, on the 
concave !!urface 
of which strong 
lugs are forged 
for the holding 
of triple rings to 
which a c h a i n 
may be attached 
by a shackle. To 
sink the device, 
the nozzle of a 1�
i n c  h galvanized 
p i p e is passed 
through a. bole THE LANGSTON IIOORING. DEVICE. 
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