
THE KUKKIFICATION OF CATS IN ANOIENT 
EGYPT. 

BY W. S. HARWOOD. 

While the Egyptian children no doubt had as great 
regard for cats as the children of to-day, the parents 
had a still higher regard, rising into worship. So great 
was this regard that the cats came to be looked upon 
as sacred, and cat worship became a part of the reli
gion of the race, while this worship fou�d expression 
in great temples erected in honor of the cats who died. 
Shaving the eyebrows on the death of 8. cat in the 
family was a favorite means of showing the distress of 
the household. 

So it was but natural' to believe that in the future 
life the cats would live again with their young mastel's 
and mistresses, contributing to their happiness in the 
celestial land. On the death of the tabby, all due 
ceremony was observed, and with tender care she was 
embalmed and placed with the mummies of her family. 
You may see such mummies in the Pritish Museum, 
wrapped in their cerements, fo:d upon fold enswath
ing the body with as great solicitude as though it were 
the body of the child who had owned the cat for its 
companion. 

The cases in which the cats were placed after em
balming were capital representations of the cat in life. 
Mauyof them were of carven wood, remarkably lifelike 
affairs, the form and even the individuality of expres
sion being admirably preserved. Now and then some 
cat belonging to some more al"istocratic family, when 
it departed for the heavenly cat land, received a case 
of bronze, beautifully ornamentr!! and in all ways 
more in k!leping with the standing of the family. 
Some of the cat cases are curiously decorated, and 
some of the faces are fitted out with queerly made eyes, 
inlaid with obsidian, or rock crystal; others are done 
in colored paste, the effect frequently being decidedly 
grotesque. '.rhe object in giving eyes to the case was 
that the spirit cat might have an opportunity to look 
out. An opening down the center of the case divided 
it into halves, so that the cat, when embalmed and 
ready for her last long journey to the land of the 
blessed, could easily be inclosed. 

I found it quite difficult, indeed, impossible, to get a 
good light upon the darkish corner where the mum
mied cats were kept, for a London fog was abroad, and 
London, even at its brightest, is not a photographic 
paradise; but with some care and patience the cats 
came out of their sleep of the centuries and consented 
to show themsel ves to the camera. 

The utmost care was given to these friends of the 
little children, that their lives might be prolonged 
to a ripe old age. Their food was prepared so that 
they might not only receive the most gustatory plea
sure possible, but so that they might be riilhly nour
ished. One favorite dish was bread soaked in milk 
and mixed with chopped fish; !'urely no more tempt-

ing viand could be placed before the most exactini' 
feline. In many cases, cats were kept in and about the 
temples which were sacred to the many gods of Egypt, 
and greater care could not have been given to human 
beings than that which was accorded to the cats. In 

KUKKIES OF CATS IN THE BRITISH KUSEli'lL 

the current SUPPLEMENT the Mummification of Child
ren is descri bed. 

• •••• 

A NEW method has been brought out for lighting 
incandescent gas-burners of the Welsbach type, by 
which the accidents, due to the use of alcohol or gaso
line, are avoided. It has been introduced by the 
French company which controls the Auer system of 
burner; and consists essentil.lly of II small metal box in 
which is placed a plate composed of platinum sponge 
or platinized asbestos; this has the property of becom
ing incandescent upon contact with the gas, and is 
thus utilized for lighting it. The box is fixed upon the 
end of a metal rod, after the same manner as the gaso
line reservoir formerly used; in the case of burners 
placed upon high posts a long pole is used, containing 

. at the end the usual arrangement for turning on the gas. 

UNITED STATES BATTLESHIP "GEORGIA" AND 
CLA.SS. 

Whate\'er doubts the public may have had during 
the past fourteen months as to the character of battle
sbips to be turned out under theactof March 3d a year 
/I,go, they are now dispelled by the circular recently 
issued to the various biddArs by the Navy Depart
ment.. From it we learn that the .. Georgia" 
and her classmates, the .. Pennsylvania" and .. New 
Jersey," are to be ships of which any nation may well 
be prOud and the fighting peers of any of their class 
built or building anywhere in the world. The gen
eral features and principal dimensions are: 

LeIl\ltb 011 load water line.. . • .... ........ .......... 435 feet. 
Healn, extreme, at load water line.... . . . ... . ........ 76 " 
Trial displacement .. . . . .  ................... , 14,6IiO tons, 
Melin draft at trial di8placement..................... :u feet. 
Greatest draft, full load, about . . . . • • • ••• " • ••• •• • ••• • 2d "  
Ooal carrIed on trial displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . •••• . .  " 900 tons. 
O,.al hnnker capacity.... . . . . . . . . . .. . ...... ......... 1,900 ", 
Maximum indicated borse power .. .. .. . .. .......... . 19,000 .. . 
Speed, contract, per bour.. .. . .... .................. 19 knots. 
Oomplement, officers, seamen, and marines . . . • • • •• 700 

The ships will have the usual double-bottom and 
water-tight compartments. All fire mains will be car
ried below the protective deck, with risers leading 
therefrom up to the stations on the decks above. 
Woodwork will be fireproofed and will be limited to 
the indispensable minimum. The only planked deck 
will be the main deck, and the planking will be laid 
over a complete metal deck. The other decks in the 
livin�spaces will be covered with linoleum. The free
board of the ships will be 20 feet, and will exten6 uni� 
formly from bow to stern, yielding, especially, better 
accommodations for the officers-allowing their quar
ters to be placed without the armored region, thus 
permitting air-p.orts and natural ventilation in each 
state-room. The space in the superstructure will abo 
be turned to advantage. 

The armor protection to the hull will consist firs'; of 
a cOID�lete water-line belt, which will have a maximum 
thiekness of 11 inches amidships, and will taper to 4 
inches at the bow and stern. Above this belt there 
will be a 3-foot cellulose belt reaching completely 
around the shi ps. 

Above the main belt, for a distance of 245 feet, the 
space ocupied by the main, broadside and rapid-fire 

. battery of six 6-inch guns, the sides will be guarded by 
6 inches of armor, reaching all the way up to the main 
deck, on which are the turret guns. This upper and 
lower casemate armor turns inboard diagonally, and 
terminates against the forward and the after 12-inch 
bar bettes, but the lower course, reaching from the 
protective up to the gun deck forward, is inclined
forming a stout glacis to oppose an enemy's raking 
bow fire. There is a continuous protective deck from 
bow to stern. On the flat, over the engines and boil
ers, it will be 1� inches thick, and on the slopes, from 

Dl.plaeement, U,650 tollI. Speed, 19 kDOts. Dla�lmnm Coal Snppl" 1.Il00 toDI. A.rmor I Belt lcoutluuOUiJ, lllncbel to 4lnchet; II1UI p<lSitlollll, ll lncbes to � InCbe8; deck, 1� to 8lncbes. Al'llla
men'l Four 12-loch B. L. R.; e1ght&.JDch B. L. H.; twelve 8-1Dch rapld.dle guDJ; twelve II-lDch rapld-dle eon!; twelve a.ponnder.; elgbteen aDtomatlc aDd wacblDe � Torpedo '.l'nbe.,. two (enbmergod). 
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