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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21. 1899. 

HYSTERIA AND YACHT RACING. 

We regret to. say that the sensatio.nal press is just no.w 
do.ing its very best to. warrant the statement recently 
iliadI' in a foreign jo.urnal that we are a peo.ple much 
given to. a fo.rm o.f po.pular hysteria. 

We refer to. the unwananted-we had almo.st said 
co.wardly-attack which has been made upo.n the man­
aging o.wner o.f the AllIerican yacht" Co.lumbia"; a 
gentleman who. for the thIrd time in the histo.ry o.f the 
cup has vo.luntarily undertaken the o.nero.us labo.rs 
and untqId anxieties incident to. the management o.f a 
cup defender. 

TiIlJe and again has this distinguished yachtsman 
bro.ught the American bo.at across the line, an easy 
victo.r o.ver the challenging vessel: and the very jo.U1'­
nab that al'e !Io.w indulging in cheap sneers at his ex­
pense, were then the Io.udest in their praises o.f his Ull­
tiring zeal, his executive ability. and his unquestio.ned 
skill as a yachtsman. Yet to.·clay we are to.ld that 
his zeal is mere self-explo.itatio.n. his executive abilit.y 
illerI' meddleso.meness, and that as a yachtsman he is 
cl'l1dely amateurish. 

N o.w there is a cause fo.r this sudden change o.f fro.nt, 
and the cause is no.t far to. seek. It is to. be fo.und in 
the fact that the vanity o.f a certain mino.rity (happily 
a very small o.ne) in o.ur llIidst has been cut 10. the 
quick by the fear that at last a challenging yacht has 
appeared o.ff Sandy Ho.ok that seems to. their timo.ro.us 
so.uls to. be just a bit better than o.ur o.wn : and in the 
chagrin o.ccasio.ned by T,his disco.very. the jo.urnals in 
questio.n are venting their mo.rtificatio.n upo.n the very 
peo.ple who. sho.uld co.mmand at this crisis their warm­
est sympathy and SUppOl·t. 

Such a spirit is pitiful to. co.ntemplate even in the ab­
stract; but when it is so. shameless as to. flaunt itself in 
pl'inter's ink upo.n co.lumn after co.lumn o.f a metro.pol ­
itan paper, i t  may well bring a blush o.f shame t o.  the 
cheek o.f every citizen and spo.rtsman who. has the ·fair 
name o.f his co.untry at heart. 

Mr. Iselin and the gentlemen asso.ciated with him in 
the m&nagement of '·Co.lumbia," are every bit as go.o.d 
yachtsmen when sailing a defeated" Co.lum bia" as a 
victo.riDus'· Defender" Dr" Vigilant." In the name of 
go.o.d spo.rtsmanship and co.mmo.n decency, then, let us 
have do.ne with a show o.f petulance and bad tempel', 
which befits mo.re the ki ndergarten 01' the n ursery than 
the public discussio.n o.f the greatest spo.rting event o.f 
the nineteenth century. 

LIQtJID AIR PROMOTING. 

So.mebo.dy o.nce made a statement to. the effect that 
where the carcass is there will the vultures be gathered 
to.gether. Tho.ugh the speaker had in his mind a far 
different event fro.m the liquid air craze o.f the year 
1899, and the liquid air fallacy that was to. be killed as 
so.o.n as it was hatched, the interpreter o.f the pro.­
phecy might be excused fo.r thinking that in the sud­
den swo.o.p that has been Inade by the co.mpany-pro.-
1D00ting vulture upo.n the liquid air carcass, he beheld 
a veritable fulfilment o.f the predictio.n. 

For the pro.tectio.n o.f the public, we wish to. enter 
an earnest pro.test against the co.mmercial explo.it­
atio.n o.f co.mparatively untri"d inventio.ns o.f which so. 
much is go.ing o.n in variDus parts o.f the co.untl·Y. The 
mo.st flagrant examples o.f this so.rt o.f thing just no.w 
are to. be fo.und in the starting o.f co.mpanies and 
the selling o.f sto.ck fo.r the pro.mo.tio.n o.f liquid air 
schemes o.f 1II00re Dr less. and generally mo.re than less. 
prepo.stero.us pretentio.ns. We do. no.t say that any o.f 
these are deliberate attempts to. o.btain mo.ney falsely, 
:Hlt we do. say that the crude nature o.f the liquid ail' 
apparatus, whether it be in the fo.rm o.f mo.to.r, refrig­
erato.r, explo.sive Dr whatno.t, the absence o.f any dem­
o.nstrated facts to. establish its value, and the utter 
fallacy o.·f the theo.ries upo.n which the successful o.pera­
tio.n o.f many o.f these devices depenil-render it o.ur 
duty to. warn the readers o.f the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 
against investing their mo.ney in enterprises which 
exist o.nly in the imaginatio.n o.f their pro.mo.ters. 

We were recently co.nsulted by co.rrespo.ndents with 
regard to. the wisdo.m o.f investing in o.ne o.f the mast 
aUdacio.us o.f these enterpriSes, which has its headquar-
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tel's in the city o.f Bo.sto.n and boasts of a modest capitali­
zatio.n o.f $.1,000.000. We llIade it o.ur business, accOl'd­
ingly, to. ascertain by co.l'I'espo.ndence and perso.nal in­
spectio.n jU8t wl1at kind o.f liquid air moto.rs and plaut 
for the manipulatio.n o.f the saIlJe, the co.mpany Po.s­
sesse(\; but after the exchauge o.f se\'el'al letters and a 
visit by a representative o.f the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 
to. the headquarters o.f the co.llIpauy we have failed to. 
find either a mo.tor, 0.1' a plant fo.r the llIanufacture o.f 
the same. which wo.uld justify the Liquid Air, Po.wer 
and Auto.mobile COIlJ pany in asking the public to. put a 
single penny in its co.ffers. 

We ha\'e at hand the explanato.ry pamphlet which 
was furnished us, at o.U1·request, by the co.lllpany. We 
give a few quo.tatio.ns fro.lll this surpassing do.cument, 
the opening sentence o.f which is a g�1l1 that needs 
no. setting o.f the edito.rial pen: "Stealll and elec­
tricity. giants bo.th as they are, ha\'e had theil' day," 
Rivalillg it in brilliance is the statement that" their 
fields were and are limited when co.llIpared with 
the transcendant po.ssibilities o.f liquid air, who.se 
po.wer is no.t o.nly o.n the earth but abo.ve it and be­
neath the sea as well.·' Of co.urse t.he L. A. P. and A. 
Co.llIpany has patent�, and the fact is suggested as fDI­
Io.ws: .. But no.w. with the inventio.ns o.f Geo.rge Co.de, 
Hans Knudson, atHI Milto.n Chase to. co.ntro.l and ap­
ply it (liquid ail') as a motive po.wer, its po.�sibilities o.f 
usefulness and pl·o.fit admit no. bo.unds less than tho.se 
o.f the firlllament abo.l·e !" 

The descriptio.n o.f the glories o.f t.he new mo.to.r 
cuhninates in a burst o.f triulllph with t.he statement, 
.. the po.wer transllIittel' enables us to secure five 
horse power from two." In the elldea\'or to. warn 
the public against, investment in a scheme o.f such gro.­
tesquely absurd pl·etensio.ns, we canno.t do. better 
than allo.w the last quo.tatio.n to. stand witho.ut com-
ment. 

----------___ �.�.h'�. __ ----------

THE " DENVER" CLASS OF CRUISERS. 

Acco.rding to. a repo.l·t fro.m Washingto.n. a test has 
been made in the experimental to.wing basin which 
gives reaso.n to. believe that the new 3,500-to.n sellJi-pro.­
tected cruisers, if built, wo.uld attain a speed o.f 17 
kno.ts with 4.500 ho.rse po.wer. The specificatio.ns o.f 
these vessels call fo.r a speed o.f 10� kno.ts, with the 
pro.visio.n that if the speed o.n trial falls belo.w this fig­
ure the ship will be accepted at a reductio.n Df $25.000 
fo.r every quarter kno.t to. 10 kno.ts. and a reductio.n o.f 
$50,000 fo.r every quarter kno.t between 16 and 15� 
kno.ts. It is stated in the repo.rt that these to.wing­
tank experiments pro.ve that shipbllildel's who. are in­
tending to. bid upo.n the plans fo.r these vessels need 
have no. fear that the ships will no.t fulfil the require­
ments as to. speed. 

The SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN has already criticized 
these cruisers as being o.f a type that is alto.gether aut 
o.f date, and fOI' mo.st Df the pUl·po.ses o.f mo.dern war­
fare practically useless. Fo.r the wo.rk that they are 
suppo.sed to do. they will be at least 3 kno.ts to.o. slo.w, 
even if they sho.uld reach. as the tawing-tank experi­
ments suggest, a speed o.f 17 kno.ts an haul'. We are 
free to. co.nfess that this discussio.n 11..'1 to. whether o.ur 
new cruisers are to. make 16� Dr 17 kno.ts is a waste o.f 
time and wards in this late day in the develo.pment o.f 
the fighting ship. It wo.uld have been timely in the 
late seventies and eal'ly eighties, when we were co.nsid­
ering the plans o.f the DId 16-kno.t "Atlanta " and .; Bos· 
to.n "; but t.he fact that in this age o.f 19·kno.t batt.le­
ships and 22-kno.t armo.red cruisers, the first use to. 
which o.ur [Jew to.wing tank is put is the testing o.f 15� 
to. 16X-·kno.t half-pro.tected cruisers, is po.sitively humili­
ating. 

No.t merely in respect o.f speed, but as rfogards their 
armo.l· and armament, these ships, by the time they are 
launched. will be at least eighteen years behind the 
times. We speak advisedly and "by the bo.o.k,"as a 
co.mpariso.n with the first ship that was co.nstructed o.f 
the pro.tected cruiser type will sho.w. This was the 
"Esmeralda," built in 1883 fo.r the Chilian navy. pur­
chased fro.m that co.untry i[J 1895 by Japan, and no.w 
kno.wn as the" Idzumi." This famo.us craft was the 
pro.to.type o.f the mo.dern. high-speed. pro.tected C)'uiser", 
and as such she fo.rms an admirable fo.il to. set o.ff the 
advance which has been made in the intervening years 
since she was launched. In view o.f the fact that the 
new cruisers, if they are ever built. will no.t be launch­
ed befo.re the year 1901, the interval between the 
"Denver " and her pro.to.type will amo.unt to. eighteen 
years. Let us see, then, fro.m the fo.llo.wing table, what 
advance has been made in that perio.d, as judged by 
the pro.po.sed cruisers. 

" Esmeralda." 
1883. 

"Denver." 
1001. 

Displacement........ 2,950 tons 3,500 tons 
Speed. . .. . .... . . . . . . 18'3 knota 16'5 knota 
Horse power .... . . 6,080 4,500 Coal supply . . . . . • .  , 600 tons 700 tons 
Officers and men . ' 300 200 
Main battery . .. . . . 

"11 
�i�O Jy���h:'l;. r�?J':�} Ten 5·inch rapid-fire guns 

Protective deck.. .. 1-inch complete • None 
Torpedo tubes. ...... 3 None 

• Strip of 8-inch armor for one-third of the lenl!th lUIlidlihipll. 
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The comparison is, to say the least, profoundly dis­
co.uraging. Here we have a vessel 550 to.ns larger tlran 
her eighteen year DId PI·o.to.type, that· has 2 kno.ts less 
speed, o.ver 1,500 less horse po.wer, is less co.mpletely 
pro.tected, mounts a less po.werful battery and fewer 
men to. fight it, and that carries no.t a single to.rpedo. 
tube as against three in the smaller ship) 

No.1' can tho.se who. are respo.nsible fa I' fo.isting a 
who.le fleet o.f infel'io.r ships upo.n the co.untry evade 
the fo.rce o.f this cOlllpariso.n by claiming that the 
.. Esmel'alda" was a "sho.w-windo.w vessel," built fo.r 
the trade, and unable to. stand the hard kno.('ks o.f 
actual ser'vice; fo.r after a do.zen years in t.he Chilian 
navy. during which she went creditably thro.ugh the 
Chili- Peru war, she was co.nsidered �ufficiently valu­
able by Japan to. be purchased and placed o.n the 
acth'e list o.f their nal'y. 

We are co.rrect in stating that mne·tenths o.f the 
naval constructo.rs are o.ppo.sed to. the pro.po.sed cruis­
ers, just as they were o.ppo.sed to. the constl'Uction o.f 
the six co.llJPo.site goun bo.ats o.f the .. Annapo.lis " and 
"Princeton" class which, but fo.r the accident o.f the 
Spanish and Philippine wars. would have been useless 
fo.r the duties of the American navy. 'I'he public is 
a�ldng why these six o.bso.lete vessels were ever pro.po.s­
ed. much less autho.rized. Perhaps the Co.ngressio.nal 
Co.l1!1lrittees on Nal'al Affairs, who. are respo.nsible fo.r 
the fiasco., can explain. 

. t. I • 

A TIMELY REBUKE. 

We no.te that in a recent issue The Practical Engi­
neer, o.f Lo.ndo.n, administers a stinging an(l richly 
desel'ved rebuke to. that sectio.n o.f the English pl'ess 
which has been gh'ing vent to. its mo.rtificatio.n o.ver 
the American invasio.n o.f British trade by a tirade o.f 
abuse and llIisrepl'esentio.n which wo.llid do. credit to. 
the co.lumns o.f the ripest yello.w jo.urnalism. Refel'l'ing 
to. the suggestio.ns o.f infel'io.r wo.rkmanship which have 
been llIade regarding the Atbara bridge, in the So.udan, 
o.ur co.ntempo.mry says: ., It is deeply regl'etable to. no.­
tice the to.ne assumed by so.me o.f the Lo.ndo.n jo.urnals, 
who.se o.bservatio.ns upo.n the subject are no.t o.nly in ex­
treluely bad taste, but are, furthermo.re, in many cases 
ridiculo.us, and o.nly calculated to. sho.w the utter igno.­
rance o.f the writers upo.n t.he snbject which they are 
dealing with. Moreo.ver, they are such as must inevit­
ably hring co.ntempt upo.n the engineeriug co.mmunity 
o.f this co.untry, by who.m they can nat be to.o. pro.llJptly 
0.1' to.o. strenuo.usly r·epudiated." 

The distinctio.n between the technical and the no.n­
technical press is well made, fo.r the to.ne o.f the o.ne 
has been as intelligent and just as that o.f the o.ther has 
been igno.rant and unfair. "Engineering," speaking 
thro.ugh its acco.mplished edito.r, who., by the way, is 
almo.st as well kno.wn o.n this as o.n the o.ther side o.f 
the Atlantic, has ever been marked by a genero.us appl'e­
ciatio.n o.f the rapid advance made by the United States 
in the engineering industries during the past two. de­
cades, and even "The Engineel'" has, o.f late years, 
abando.ned its ungenero.us attitude and has warn. d 
its readers that Englishmen were being beaten by 
America in so.me o.f their mast impo.rtant lines o.f work. 

The Lo.ndo.n daily press, with a few no.table excep­
tio.ns, has always been the nursery o.f all that is ultra 
jingo.istic and pseudo.-patrio.tic in GI'eat Britain, and 
there is a danger lest its late hysterical o.utburst 0\'1'1' 
the Egyptian bridge and the Midland Io.co.mo.tives 
sho.uld be mistaken by the Amel'ican peo.ple fo.r a tl'lle 
expressio.n o.f the attitude o.f the mass o.f the Ellgli�h 
peo.ple Dr the jo.urnals that pro.vide them with techni­
cal literature. As a matter o.f fact. the latter have 
proved to. be tho.ro.ughly awake to the serio.us nature o.f 
American co.mpetitio.n, and have shown a full appre­
ciatio.n bath o.f the superio.rity o.f American metho.ds 
and the faults o.f their o.wn. 

••••• 

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING IN FRANCE. 

The natio.nal d� bt o.f France is co.nstantly o.n the in­
crease, and apparently t.hey hal'e at last decided to. go. 
into. advertising as a means o.f making mo.ney. This 
method has already been used to. a co.nsiderable extent 
by vario.us Illunicipalities which have saId the space o.n 
cez·tain public buildings to. advertisel's as the panels o.f 
city railway cars are dispo.sed o.f in the United States. 
No.w. ho.wever, the railway statio.ns, po.lice statio.ns, 
custo.m ho.uses, bal'l'acks. and ather public buildings 
which are entirely under the co.ntro.l o.f the go.vern­
ment are to be used to. �OllJe extent far advertising pur­
po.ses. The value o.f thi� space fo.r advertising pur·po.ses 
is greatly enhanced by legal restrictio.ns o.n the o.wners 
o.f private pro.perty which prevents the sale o.f space fo.r 
similar purpo.ses. The go.vernment has also. intro.duced 
ano.ther advertising enterprise, which is the "Iettre 
anno.nces "  Dr advertising po.stpaid letter sheet. Half 
a sheet. o.f o.rdinary letter size paper o.f rather po.o.r 
quality is devo.ted to. advertising except a space re­
served fo.r the address and a 15 centimes po.stal frank is 
printed upo.n it. The letter is written an theo.ther half 
o.f the sheet, which is ingenio.usly fo.lded and held by 
a gummed flap, The whale affail' is so.ld fo.r 10 cen­
times, that is, two.-thirds o.f the price o.f single letter 
po.st�e or exactly the same as a po.stal card. The 
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purchasel'l'l therefore, saves one · third of the postage, 
and gets his paper-envelope and the privacy of his cor· 
respondence for nothing. The scheme is wOl'ked by a 
corporation which is practically a government enter­
prise. While the sale of the postal cards and postage 
stamps will probably be decreased by this means, the 
receipts fl'om advertising will enable the government 
to make a substantial profit out of the project. 

THE DEFECTIVE EYESIGHT OF SCHOOL 

CHILDREN.* 

BY ARCHELAUS G. FIELD, M.D. 

Defective eyesight among school children has been 
and still is a su bject of much concern. 

The abnormal condition largely in excess of all 
others as shown by statistical reports in general 
is myopia or short sighted ness. 

In his report of investigat,ions of the subject more 
than thirty years ago, Cohn shows after examining the 
eyes of ten thousand school children that there were 
in t.he elementary departments about two per cent 
with defective vision from this cause; in the intermedi­
ate departments about eight per cent ; in the high 
school fifteen per cent; and in the gymnasium twenty· 
six per cent. It will be noticed that these figures indi­
cate an approximation to a regular ratio of increase 
from the lower to the higher gl·ades. More recent sta­
tistics show an increase since that time of from twenty· 
five to fifty per cent in the higher German schools. 
While Germanv leads the world in the intensity and 
persistence of s

·
chool life, she also leads it in the per· 

centage of myopics. Statistics show that the same 
conditions prevail in every other educational country 
in very near propOl·tion to the devotion to school work. 
The causes assigned are first, .. bad" light; second, 
bad air; third, inheritance; fourth, unn<ltural position; 
fifth, using the eyes during partial congestion of the 
blood vessels of the brain; sixth, general debility: 
seventh, using the eyes upon fine print or in too near 
proximity. 'fhese causes are all more or less amena­
ble to remedies, and it is fair to assume that the sugges­
tions have been adopted in the sanitary management 
of schools. If so, we are confronted at this stage of the 
inquiry by two propositions, first, that the importan.ce 
of the subject has been fully appreciated, and second, 
that the prevalence of the defect has not decreased. 
Cohn placed as first in the list of causes " bad," mean­
ing dim light. and the same prominencehas been given 
to this cause by most writers and teachers down to the 
present time. He recommended the construction of 
school houses with one squal'e foot of glass area to 
every two feet of floor space, Modern school houses 
are constructed with a view to flooding them with light. 
Such provisions should all be utilized on dark days. 
But the flood of light on bright days is responsible, 
associated as it is with 'near vision for the prevalence 
and increase o(myopia. With the better provisions for 
Iigh.ting modern school houses the care and responsi .. 
bility of properly regulating the light increases. 

While collecting material for this paper the writer 
visited, and from measurements, estimated the propor­
tion of glass area to floor space of more than forty 
school rooms. The variation in view of the fact that 
they were all constructed for the same purpose was 
very striking running all the way from 1 to 4, or 1 to 20. 
Whilp the light in the latter is none too strong to be 
used by scholars in their ordinary work on dark days, 
and can be suffil'iently shaded br bright days, the 
light of the former cannot be made sufficient for any 
but the brightest days. 

It is doubtful if any human eye can be habitually 
employed in near vision on ordinary print in such 
strong light as is afforded by 1 to 4 or 1 to 6, without 
producing permanent and irreparable myopia. All of 
the rOOIllS visited were provided with some sort of win· 
dow shades or sh utters, and there was some pretence at 
using them, hut in the absence of any guideother than 
the sensations of the teacher the benefits were spas­
modic and insufficient. This bl'ings us to the single 
object of this paper, viz., the necessity for the most 
systematic and efficient regulation of light, and con­
structive· provisions for lighting. Most rooms are 
lighted frolll windows on one side, or on one side and 
one end. No snch room can be approximated to uni­
formity in lighting. The seats nearest the windows 
may have light equal to 1 to 2. while the distant seats 
may have light equal only to 1 to 15 or 1 to 20, and the 
respective scholars are placed 'at corresponding disad­
vantage. While lUuch has been done to improve the 
architecture and convenience of Illodern school houses 
in some respects it is doubtful if'many of them surpass 
in evenness of light, the old log school house of former 
times with two or three windows upon each of two 
opposite sides. The accommodative apparatus of the 
normal eye adapts its optical parts b a wide range of 
external conditions, but too long continued or over 
worked it becomes disabled. This is precisely what 
happens to produce most visual defects in the school 
room. Every one knows that when a double convex 
lens such as is the crystaline lens is focused npon a near 

i .JWad at the ColumbW! meetiol1, 1899, of the American Associstiou for the 
Advancement of Science. 

I,itutifi, jmtri'lu. 
object, the back focus recedes. In other words, the 
change of one of the conjugate foci changes the other. 
On the same principle in near vision the image falls too 
far back for the posterior wall of the retina, and to 
secure sharp vision the distance between the lens and 
posterior wall of the retina must be increased. This is 
accomplished by the accommodative apparatus. 

The contraction of the celiary muscle increases the 
convexity of the lens to shorten its focal distance and 
at the same time moves it slightly forward, while 
the probability is that the two oblique muscles. 
grasping the eyeball upon either side and acting. 
against each othel', compress the eyeball laterally, 
thus elongating its anterio·posterior diameter and in· 
creasing the distance between the lens and posterior 
wall of the retina. Whatever may be thought of this 
explanation, it cannot be d'enied that elonll'ations of 
the eyeball is the pathological condition in uncom· 
plicated myopia, and that such elongation must, of 
necessity, have resulted from the action of the accom· 
modative apparatus. 

Again, the stimulus of bright light contracts the 
iris, reducing' the pupil, and shutting ofl the periphe·· 
1'11.1 rays. The central rays. which are brought to a 
focus further away, become the visual ra.ys. and again 
the image is formed too far back for the posterior 
wall of the retina. The action of the accommodative 
apparatus in securing sharp vision is precisely what 
it was in the case of near vision, and again the result 
is temporary myopia. This may also be delllonstrated 
by the use of a largp and then a small stop before the 
same double convex lens, the image falling further 
back as the size of the stop is reduced. 

In school life we have these two causes acting sing­
ly and also conjointly to produce the myopic con· 
dition, and being continued too long, overcomes the 
natural elasticity and recupe\'ative energy of the ac· 
commodative apparatus, resulting in chronic, perma­
nent and incurable myopia. 

The remedies are obvipus : 
1. Provision for uniformity of light and impartial 

seating of pupils, by placing windows on two opposite 
sides at least of the school room. 

2. Every window, more especially those exposed to 
direct sunlight, should be provided with two shades of 
different density, both lowering or opening from the 
top of the window. 

3. The maintenance, approximately, of a uniform 
standard of light, presumably that represented by one 
square foot of glass to twelve or fifteen of floor space 
on bright days. 

Some attention would be required, but if the great 
army of myopices constantly emerging from the schools 
and colleges can be thereby reduced the trouble will 
be well rewarded. 

... "'. 

THE BOERS AND THE GIRAFFE. 

The Boers are credited with being great hunters, and 
chief of them in his younger days was President Kru· 
ger, whQse daring in attacking a lion single-handed, 
with a hunting kllift', a� lIa� 11IallY tImes been told. 
When the Boers migrated from Cape Colony to the 
Transvaal they were forced to clear the way by kill­
ing 6,000 lions, llIany of whi"h were killed by Kruger. 
For years the South African Boers have been hunters, 
and their skill with the rifle is due to this daily prac· 
tice in the fields and woods. But with them the kill­
ing of game has been either a matter of dollars and 
cents or self-protection. 

Their creditable work of freeing South Africa of the 
dreaded lions, which roamed in such numbers that life 
was reudered unsafe anywhere in the country, is offset 
by their ruthless destruction of the giraffe from Cape 
Colony to the Botletli River. If they killed 6,000 lions 
in the Transvaal before existence was made safe, they 
may have killed 60,000 of the innocent, graceful 
giraffes. In the early days of South African history 
the giraffe was the most abundant game in the Trans­
vaal, Matabeland, and O\'ange Free State, but the 
creature has been killed off like our American buffalo, 
and the few remainin� representatives of a noble race 
gradually driven north. For years past the giraffe has 
been a profitable quarry for the Boer hunters, and the 
animal was valued by them only because the hides 
were articles of commercial use. They were pot-hunted, 
shot down in droves, and destroyed in the greatest 
number possible in every direction. The extinction of 
the animal in South Africa is now threatened, and its 
preservation by legislation comes when it is almost too 
late. In this respect, too, the brief history of the crea­
ture will resemble the story of our buffalo. 

A good giraffe skin is worth from $10 to $20 in South 
Africa to-day, and much more in Europe. On their 
hunting trips ten and fifteen years ago it was a com­
mon matter for one hunter to kill forty and fifty of 
these gracefuI.animals in one day. The reason for this 
is that the giraffe is the most innocent of animals, 
and easily hunted. They are absolutely defenceless, 
and there is hardly a case on record where a wounded 
giraffe turned upon the hunter. It is true they have 
Jrreat powers of speed, and they can dodge rapidly from 
tree to tree in the woods, but they offer such a fair 
mark that these tactics hardly ever save them. Not 
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until unusually frightened does the giraffe make its 
best speed, and then it is often t.oo late, for the huntPf 
is upon it. There is really no elemant of danger (!on' 
nected with this �port, and that makes it less exciting 
and attractive to a true sportsmen. Under certain 
circumstances it is possible to be injured with till' 
powerful legs of the giraffe, which are capable of kicI, 
ing a blow that would kill a lion. Thi� latter bea,) 
for this reason takes good care to attack the giraffp :t' 

unexpected moments. 
It takes a good horse to run down a giraffe, and if 

the least advantage is permitted the wild creature the 
race is lost. Its peculiar gait is very ungraceful and 
deceptive, but it covers the ground with remarkable 
facility. In the open veldt the hunters always have 
the best of the race, but the giraffe when surprised 
makes instantly for the forest where tough vines and 
interminglin� branches make travels difficult for the 
hunter. The bushes and thorns tear and lagerate 
the skin of the horses. but the tough skin of the giraffe 
is barely scratched. The creature will tear a path 
through the toughest and thickest jungle, and never 
suffer in tho least. 

This skin or hide of the animal is its chief article of 
value. No wonder that the bullets often faj) to pene· 
trate this skin, for it is from three·quarters to an inch 
thick, and as tough as it is thick. This skin when 
cured and tanned makes excellent leather for certain 
purposes. The Boers'make riding whips and sandal, 
out of the skins they do not send to Europe. The 
bones of the giraffe have also a commercial value. The 
leg bones are solid instead of hollow, and in Europe 
they are in great demand for manufacturing buttons 
and other bone articles. The tendons 9f the giraffe 
are so strong that they will sustain an enormous dead 
weight, which gives to them pecuniary value. 

The extinction of the giraffe in South Africa is to be 
deplored, because the animal is peculiarly adapted to 
the wilderness of forest and veldt, where it feeds on 
the giraffe acacia tha.t nature seems to have raised 
specially for it. G. E. W. 

•• e •• 

VITRIFIED CLA YPIPE INSTEAD OF IRON FOR 
GAS MAINS. 

The idea of using vitrified claypipe instead of iron 
was proposed to Irvin Butterworth by Henry L. 
Dohel·ty, President of the Madison (Wisconsin) Gas 
and Electric Company. The former read a paper 
upon it at the Western Gas Association meeting at 
Milwaukee. The suitability of vitrified claypipe fo\' 
gas mains is due to their cheapness, durability, strengt h. 
non-susceptibility to electrolytical action, slight sus 
ceptibility to changes of temperature, non-porosity, 
adaptability to the making of service connections by 
the use of special or small auxiliary distributing pipes 
of wrought iron. Vitrified claypipe should, of course • 

be selected and laid with the same care which is given 
to the laying of cast iron mains. The possibilities for 
the reduction of the construction accounts of gas com­
panies by the use of vitrified claypipes instead of iron 
for gas mains seems too great and promising to be de­
spised. 

...... 

AMERICAN STEEL I'OR A PRINCE'S PALACE. 

The Imperial architect of the Japanese government 
has placed OI'ders with the Chicago Steel Company 
for sevel'al thousand tons of structural iron and steel to 
be used in the construction of a palace for the CI'own 
Prince of Japan at Tokio. The palace is to be 400X300 
feet and three stories high, to be constructed specially 
with a view of withstanding earthquake shocks. The 
general plans includes. says The Railway Review, a 
system of bracing connecting all of the columns below 
the basement floor, the whole system to be imbedded 
in concrete. Under the roof on the line of the bottom 
chord there is to be another system of heavy bracing 
connecting all of the columns. The object of this 
unique structural design is to get a framework which 
will move as a whole in case it is disturbed by the 
force of an upheaval. There will be an open colonnade 
in front with heavy columns and a broad staircase up 
to the entrance. 'fhe exterior is to be built of Japanese 
granite. 

... ,. 

A LONG PHOTOGRAPHIC TELESCOPE. 

Last spring a plan was proposed at the Harvard Col­
lege Observatory for the construction of a telescope 
of unu�ual length for photographing the stars and 
planets. Anonymous donors have now furnished the 
means by which this experiment may be tried. The 
plan will, therefore. take definite shape, and it is ex­
pected that a telescope having an aperture of 12 inches 
and a length of 100 feet or more wiII be ready for trial 
at Cambridge in a few weeks. 

EDWARD C. PICKERING. 
• •••• 

THE method of making sheet lead for tea packing 
in Formosa is most interesting. The lead is brought 
from Australia in pigs and after being melted is poured 
between two large tiles, the required degree of thick­
ness for the sheet being obtained by pressure by the 
feet. The sheet is afterward trimmed to suitable sizes 
and shapes for soldering. 
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