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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1899. 

KRUPP ARMOR AND CONGRESS. 

It will be rellIem bered that at the close of the last 
Congress it was decided that the contract for the new 
battleships and armored cruisers should not be let, 
unless their armor could be secured at or unoer the 
price of $400 a ton. It is well understood that the un
doubted superiority of the Krupp arlllor over that 
manufactured hy the Han·ey process will render its 
adoption for future warships a posith-e necessity, un
less, indepd, we are prepared to be left far behind 
other nat.ions in the defensive qnalit.ies of OUI' ships. 
Those who have any professional knowledge of the 
question have been at a loss to understand the exact 
grounds on which the small clique who are responsible 
for this disastl'Ou8 deadlock in our naval construction 
arrived at their arbitrary figures, but anyone who has 
even a genel'al knowledge of t.he state of the art 
knows that any firm that should underta.k:e to produce 
aud sell the new KniPP armor at $400 a ton would 
soon find itself rerluced to insolvency. 

It is probable that by this time the United States 
govPI'nlllent is in po�session of a �omplete statement 
of the facts of the case, prepared by Krupp, the 
gt'eat inventor and manufacturer, in which he deals 
with the question of price, and pro\-es that the 
high cost of his art/lOr is amply justified by the con-
8ideration of the cost.ly plant and llIethods im-olved in 
its III an ufacture. We understand that the statement 
cont.ains det.ailed infol'l1lation as to the 11.1'11101' plate fac· 
t.ory at Essen, in which it is showr. that the total cost 
of the installation' up to dat.e has been no less than 
$5,000,000. On the other hand, the great length of time 
necessary for the process of cementation, not to men
tion the slow machining of the armor plate,. brings 
down the annual production to a maximum of 6,000 
tons. It is stated by Krupp that if the same amount 
of capital hacl been invested in a rail plant, the output. 
would have been considerably over 100.000 tons. From 
this he Ilraws the conelusion that for capital charges 
the price for armor plate ought to.be vastly g l'eater per 
ton. Another and equally weighty consideration is 
that t.he improvements in the mannfactnre of armor 
plate follow each other with such rapidity, and are 
often of such a radical nature, that the perioo during 
which any new and costly plant may be worked at a 
profit is liable to be of very short duration. For in
stance, it may be mentioned that it is only seven years 
since the Harvey proeess, which is now practically ob
solete, was tested on European proving grounds; and 
while it is true that the Krupp process is essent.ially a 
development of Harvey's pl'ocess, there is al ways the 
possibility of the introduction of a new system that will 
render the existing plant partially, if not altog�ther, 
obsolete. 

We sincerely trust that when Congress meets again 
and takes this matte. under consideration, the memo 
bel'S who have hitherto busied themselves with this 
quest.iop will endeavor to look upon it from a broad 
and patriotic standpoint. In the first place, the price 
asked by Krupp is not excessive, and is being willingly 
paid by the European makers. But e\'en if it be ex
cessi ve, we had better bear the comparatively slight 
increase of cost rather than" hold up" indefinitely the 
work of constructing our new navy. To do this is to 
be guilty of the stultification which is well described 
in the old adage which speaks of the folly of .. cut.ting 
off one's nose to spite one's face." 

We have, indeed, heard it whispered that the $400 
per ton restriction was imposed with the clear know
ledge of the facts that we have stated above, and that 
it was done for the express purpose of delaying the bat
tleship and armored cruiser construction at a time when 
some of our shipbuilding firms were 1I0t prepared or 
did not wish to take up any new naval construction. 
We prefer charitably to hope that the members who 
were respon"ible for this" hold-up " were th" victims 
of shortsight.edness or laek of information. That any 
memher of Congress could be guilty of "nch a cnlpable 
act as that of imperiling the safety of the country in 
the interests o f  a particular industry is too shocking a 
thought to be entertained without the most positive 
proof, 

'lJ[E DlP:B.OVEKENT OF HAVABA. 
As we watch the reportl' which are beiug sent in by 

the military goveruOl's of the islands that have re
cently come under our care, we must feel that .. peace 
hath her victories no less renowned than war." If the 
work 0 f such men as Gen. Wood at Santiago and Gen. 
Ludlow at Ha\-ana is to be taken as a test of what the 
future has in store for the island of Cuba, we may rest 
satisfied that the blood and h'easure that were spent 
in the last war were spen� to noble ends. 

H was Gen. Ludlow who was selected by t he govern
ment to make an examination of the Nicarag-ua Canal 
scheme at a time when a considerable section of Con
gress was endea\'oring to commit the government to a 
financial indol'sement of the undertaking. It was his 
masterly report, undoubtedly, that saved the country 
from being plunged prematurely into that colossal 
undel'taking, and it is to the clear insight and courage
ous impartialit.y with which he handled the whole snb· 
ject that the nation is primarily indebted for the pre
sent satisfactory relat.ion in which it finds itself to the 
whole question of a canal at the Isthmus. 

Gen. Ludlow's report as 'comlllanding the Depart
ment of Havana, and as military governor of the .city 
of Havana, covers the period of our oecupation up to 
Beptelll bel' 5. It showlS that the pro blem of reorganiz
ing the government of Havana and the uplifting of the 
city from the state of fiith and neglect in which the 
Spaniards left it, has been taken in hand with charac
teristic system, energy, and · thoroughness. The physi· 
cal conditiolJ of the city at the time of the Spanish 
exodus was simply shocking. Starvation and death 
were matters of every-day occurrence. Neglect of the 
most common sanitary precautions had raised the death 
rate to alarming figures, which exceeded greatly the all
too·heavy prevailing death rate of the city; and the ine
vi t.able restlessness and la wiess ness following the remov
al of the Spanish troops wel'e everywhere conspicuous. 

It is gratifying to learn from Gen. Ludlow's own 
words that .. in Havana the rule of law' is practically 
complete," while the country ' districts are " as quiet 
and as orderly as the intel'ior of New England." While 
much remains to be done and many problems are 
awaiting solution, there is just cause for congratula· 
tion from the fact that the deat.h rate, for instance, in 
June, July, and August was lower than the average 
for the same months during the past nine years, not 
even exduding the two calamitous years of the war, 
1897 and 1898; while the indications are that the total 
num bel' of deaths for the current year will be only 
half the number for 1898. The deaths per month for 
1898 were only 162, which is the lowest since 1890. 

Gen. Ludlow puts in a plea for better school facili
ties for the Cuban children, whom he finds to be both 
bright and docile. We are informed that on t of 18,000 
such.in the city of Havana, only about 5,000 can find 
accommodation in the public schools. 

Such matter as is contained in this report and in 
others that have heen returned by our milital'y gov
ernors is excellent reading and should find its way 
freely into the hands of the American people. We 
could wish that some provision might be made for the 
printing and wholesale distribution of such literature. 
It would do much to remind the American people of 
the serious pledges as to our humanitarian motives 
which were made when we entered upon the war, and 
to show what earnest. efforts are being made to fulfill' 
them. 

• tel. 

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF. 

The experiment which is being made on the Boston 
and Maine Railroad with the use of coke as a fuel for 
locomotives calls to mind the fact that this was the 
only fuel used for the purpose when railroading was 
in its infancy. If our readers should chance to come 
across any engravings �urporting to show the early 
trips of such locomotives as the "Rocket " and con
temporary engines, which represent these little engines 
with dense volumes of smoke rolling from their smoke· 
stacks, they may be sure that the pictures were not 
drawn upon the spot. The advantages of coke as a 
fuel for locomotives because of its cleanliness, splendid 
heating qualities, absence of clinkers and dirt, not to 
mention its smokelessness, rendered it an idpal fuel to 
meet the legislat.ive restrictions of those early days. 
One of the few objections to it was that the fierce heat 
engendered in the fire·boxes frequently caused trouble 
by burning out the fire-bars. 

The Boston a.nd Maine Railroad officials have spoken 
in the highest terms of the beha viol' of coke in their 
locomotives, its chief recolllmendations being that it 
is smokeless, dustless and eompletely averts the great 
risk from setting fire by sparks and hot cinders. It is 
estimated by the management that this last advan tage 
alone will result in the saving of about $100 000 which 
has been annually paid in the way of compensation 
for such fires, 

.. * .... 

TRADE MARK DECISION BY THE IMPERIAL 

GERJII'�N PATENT OFFICE. 

Several persont> have recently 'petitioned the Im
perial German Patent Office to cancel the trade mark 
(or an emblem consisting of a ball surmounted by (\ 
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crosa and granted for the well-known Chartreuse brand 
of liqueurs. The petitioners dE'clared that the represen
tation of the ball and cross was a holy SYIll bol, and as 
a trade llIark for liquors wounded theil' reli�ious feel
ings, the trade lUark thus heing an offense under the law. 

The Patent Office decided against the petitioners 
and upheld the trade mark. The decision reads in the 
main as follows: .. Even if the representation of a ball 
and cross appea:rs on pictures of religions subjects and 
is used on church statuary as a sym bol of the 'Lord's 
Realm,' it is in itself not to be considered .as a specifi
cally religions symbol. The fact that a n Ulll bel' of 
persons object to the use of the ball and cro�s is not 
decisi\'e, as the considerations which cansed their per
sonal feeling are not sufficient to prodnce a like feeling 
in the public at large, even if their stat elllents are con
sidered to ba true. There is also no valid rpason�given 
that the trade mark tends to mislearl the public, as 
the petitioners also asserted. It is not con�idered 
prohable that a person would be led to the bplief, as 
alleged, that the goods, with the trade lIlark ill ques
tion, represent a beverage blessed by the Church, and 
that the buyer would belie\-e it to be the performance 
of a sacred duty toward the Church, as contended by 
the petitioners," 

LAKE CHELAN UPHEAVAL. 

Lake Chelan, which is locared in the northeastern 
part of Washington, and which is a large body offl'esh 
water, was the scene of a most I'elllarkable disturbance 
a few days ago. 

About 20'ciock in the afternoon a very peculiar up
heaval was noticed 'ahout the center of the lake, At 
that point, the lake is se\-pral miles in width. Sud
denly, alld withou t previous warlJing, the waters were 
seen to rise to the height of l.'> feet or more. 

No wind was blowing, and the surface of the lake 
was as smooth as a mirror, just prior to the upheaval. 
Huge waves came rolling from the lake's center toward 
the shores. Persons who watched the upheayal, say 
the waves callie shoreward just like a tidal roller, and 
burst with great force and fury upon the land. 

One steamer, which was mool'ed at one point of the 
lake, was lifted a number of feet. The lines were all 
suddenly snapped asunder; the boat was thrown up on 
a high bank, and when the water receded, the craft 
was capsized, and sunk. 

Many 8ma1.1 boats which were moored along the 
shores were either smashed to pieces by the force of 
the waves, or swamped. Driftwood was also thrown in 
great quantities high up on the lake's shol·e. 

Succeeding waves were not so large as the first huge 
one which burst on the shore; but heavy waves con� 
tinued to roll in for two hours. Fortunately no per
sons were out in boats on the lake when the upheaval 
came. No ol'dinary small boat could have lived in 
such waves, No lives were lost. 

The disturbance seemed to have extended with more 
or less force all over the lake, and high waves were 
noticed all around the shores. 

A most remarkable thing happened to Twenty-five 
Mile Creek, one of the largest streallls which em pties 
into Lake Chelan. For some inexplicable reason, the 
st.ream went entirely dry for about three hours, After 
that the waters flowed the sallie as ever. It was dur
ing the time of the upheaval that the stream ceased 
to flow. The stream flows from far back among the 
mountains, and the disturbance was some distance 
from the lake, toward the source of the creek. 

The cause of the upheaval is being generally dis
cussed by geologists and scientific men. The com
monly accepted theory is that the tronble is due to vol
canic ongHl. No other theory has been advanced yet. 

Not within the memory of white men has Lake 
Chelan been disturbed before in such a remarkable 
manner. For a great many years the Indians have 
had traditions which claim that there has long been 
a volcanic crater somewhere in t.he vicinity of the 
lake. Once, so runs the tradition, there was an active 
volcano, but it has long since become extinct. 

The outcome of the scientific investigation which 
is being made of the peculiar phenomenon is V'ery 
problematical. 

••••• 

A PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION. 

Preparations are in progress for the first annual 
exhibition of photographic apparatus and supplies, to 
be held in Madison Square Garden next October. 
The National Photographic Exposition Company has 
been incorporated, and it is expected to be of much 
benefit to photogl'aphic intel'ests by means of an an
n ual display. A most attractive feature of the coming 
exhibition will be the historical collection, much valua
ble material being loaned by the Smithsonian Institu
tion, Royal PhotographiC Society and other societies 
abroad. They include sOlDe of the earliest works on 
photography, containing samples of forgotten pro
cesses. The British government will loan three hun
dred large, fine photographs of historical places in 
Hreat Britain which are among the results·of the his
torical photographic survey of the conn try, begun by 
private associations and then passing under gover"
meut dil'f3ctiou. 
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