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THE ARMS AND THE MAN.

In the opening days of the Spanish war, when the
eyes of the whole world were bent with close attention
upon the combatants, there were two questions in
every one’s mind, the answers to which were awaited
with no little interest: Would the ships of the new
navy of the United States, excellent as they appeared
upon paper, stand the searching test of a sea fight,
and would the officers and men, regarding whose tacti-
cal skill or amenity to discipline doubts were freely
entertained abroad, prove equal to the exacting
requirements of modern naval warfare ?

'I'he answer came earlier than it was expected and
. from a far-away and totally unlooked-for quarter. On
that eventful morning of May the first, eighteen hun-
dred and ninety-eight, the fortunes of war gave to Ad-
miral Dewey the opportunity to declare that in the
quality of its ships, in the daring and well considered
enterprise of its officers, and in the deadly skill of its
zunners, the Unirted States had not fallen away from
the splendid traditions of the past.

In diseussing the armsand the man, it would be a
gross injustice to that branch of the naval service
whose field of operation is confined to the draughting-

hoard and the proving ground if we failed to do
justice to the excellence of the little fleet which carried
Dewey through the famous battle of Manila Bay. In
every case the ships from keel totruck were the pro-
duct of our own ship-yards and gun factories, and in
the flagship ‘“ Olympia™ was represented one of the
most successful vessels ever designed for our own or
any other navy. With her powerful and well pro-
tected batteries, the high freeboard, and unusual speed,
she embodied the characteristic features which have
marked the laterecruiser designs of our construction de-
partment. The other fighting ships of the fleet,
though of an earlier date, and, therefore, not possess-
ing such all-round excellence as the *‘ Olympia,” were
marked by the distinetively American feature of heavy
batteries, the ‘ Baltimore” carrying four and the

"¢ Boston” two 8-inch, in addition to six G inch guns,
the ¢ Raleigh” one 6-inch and ten 5-inch rapid-firers,
and the gunboats ‘‘ Concord” and ‘'‘ Petrel ” carrying
respectively six and four 6-inech guns.

The hulls, engines, guns,.mounts and ammunition
were of American make. and had all been designed,
built, and set afloat practically within the past ten years.
Never, since 1883, when we began to build, had the
material of the new navy been put to the test, and only
the line and staff and the naval construciors knew
just how much depended upon the verdict that would
be rendered by the engagement of that early Sunday
morning. The result was seen before the sun had
reached its meridian, in the utter destruction of the
Spanish fleet, and the silencing of the fortifications
under whose shelter it fought, at the cost of practically
no injury whatever to the American ships.

It is no reply to this to say that the enemy’s ships
were altogether inferior. Mere negative qualities in
Montojo’s fleet may have increased, but they did not
cause the disaster. It was the positive excellence of
our engines, the accuracy of our guns, the reliable
quality of our shells, that rendered certain (other
things being equal) the victory of Dewey’s fleet over the
combined sea and land forces of the enemy ; and no
ungenerous attempts to minimize the obstacles to be
overcomne can affect the significance of the results. The
sunken ships and silenced forts of Manila Bay were a
tribute to the material as well as the men of the Amer-
iean navy.

Bat, after all, it is the qualities of the man upon
~hich the thought and sentiinent of the American
peoifle are fixed in this hour of celebration. And in
honoring Dewey by the present overwhelming out-
burst of enthusiasm, there is in the minds of the
American peouple no intention to exalt the heroes of
the far-away Pacific at the expense of those who won
the decisive victories by sea and land at Santiago.
The destruction of Montojo’s fleet at the opening of
the war was not one whit more complete than the an-
nihilation of Cervera’s squadron at its close—the
blockade of Manila has its counterpart in the impene-
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trable cordon which was drawn around Havana and
Santiago ; and the heroism of that midnight dash into
the supposedly mine-strewn channels off Cavité found
a worthy echo in the trip of the ‘‘'T'exas™ through
the mine fields of Guantanamo Bay and the mateh-
less self-sacritice of the ‘‘ Merrimae.”

In passing in procession down the long line of tri-
umphal mareh, Dewey and the men of the ** Olympia”
represent all that is best and bravest in the Ainerican
navy. Every great war has produced its popular hero,
and in its desire to select some one 1man to play
worthily the role of returning conqueror, the nation
has turned instinetively to the galiant sailor whose
brilliant campaignin the far-away Southern seas struck
the keynote of vicetory at the very opening of the war,
and whose masterly diplomatie conirol of the difficult
situation created by that vietory has marked him as
possessing at once the qualities of statesman and
soldier.

_ - ——
THE NATIONAL EXPORT EXPOSITION.

Wherever American manufactured products are
known their excellence is recognized. The gerius and
ingenuity of mechanies trained in the workshops of the
United States, where there is eve-y incentive to the ex-
ercise of the inventive faculty, have produced machin-
ery which has attained a world-wide celebrity and in
many cases is the best obtainable. Likewise the fin-
ished produects of various industries of the United
States have obtained for themselves a commanding
place in the world’s markets. Our supremacy is shown
in a very practical manner by our magnificent trade
balance, which is proportionately; increasing month by
month. It issingularlyappropriate that our entrance
into foreign trade upon a large scale should be marked
by some form of commenioration in this, the closing
year of the century. The National Export Exposition
at Philadelphia, which opened its dours September 14,
is the first exhibition of its kind ever held in this or
any other country, and is organized on broad and
liberal principles. the ohjeet being to aid the American
manufaeturer to exhibit his products and to show him
for comparison what is manufactured in other coun-
tries in the same line, together with the details of
quality, quantity, and price, thus enabling him to
study the markets of the world by viewing the collec-
tions gathered under one roof. Ample appropriations
by Congress, the city of Philadelphia and the State of
Pennsylvania, supplemented by generous contributions
of the citizens of Philadelphia, provided money suffi-
cient to carry out the plans of the projectors of the
Exposition on a liberal seale.

The scheme of holding a national exposition of the
manufactures of the United States specially suited for
export was thought of by the officers of the Philadel-
phia Commercial Museum, and was first discussed
publicly by a number of prominent citizens of Phila-
delphia in October, 1897. The ground was broken for
the main building the last week of March of this year,
and in less than six months handsome and commodi-
ous structures were reared, and every arrangement
made for the opening of the Exposition.

Philadelphia is, perhaps, as good a location for such
an exposition as could be wished for, as it is a city
turning out over $600.000,000 worth of manufactured
produets annually, and it is the seat of the Philadel-
phia Commercial Museum, which is in itself a unique
enterprise. By this Exposition the country virtually
challenges the world to produce articles as good and
as cheap as those here exhibited, which vary from
articles as small as a spool of thread to the largest
locomotive. Our supply of raw material is unequaled,
and our factories are splendidly equipped for manu-
facturing. The genius aad activity of American en-
gineers in designing and constructing these plants
have been the wonder of foreign experts, and Ameri-
can workmen have wisely never opposed the introdue-
tion of modern methods or labor saving devices as
they do abrouad. Their characteristic energy, adapt-
ability, and ingenuity, have advanced American manu-
factures and made it possible for us to export many
lines of goods which, a few years ago, would have
been considered to be out of the question. The work-
men are better paid, better fed and clothed, and live
better in every respect than their foreign brothers, and
at the same time we are enabled for the aforesaid rea-
sons to produce goods which, owing to their quality
and price, sell without difficulty in the markets of the
entire world. These facts are amply demonstrated by
the Exposition, which, it is hoped, will begin a new era
in the extension of American trade in foreign coun-
tries.

Other nations are constatitly making plans to secure
markets outside of their own dominions. While France,
Belgium and Germany established schools in which
to educate their active men for commercial supremacy,
and while Great Brirain and other Continental coun-
tries have opened bureaus for the systematic study of
comierce and its relations to their manufacturing in-
terests in foreign fields, the United States remained al-
most alone as the only country which took no steps to
market her produets outside her own dominion. Re-
cently, however, the excellence of our goods became
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recognized abroad, and the result has been a con-
stantly increasing demand. The manufacturer found
himself confronted by foreign trade requirements of
which he knew but little, and it has been the pleas-
ant duty of the Philadelphia Commercial Museum and
our consuls to inform them as to these requirements,
and to-day we have commnercial expertsall over the
world, who are sending home reports for the benefit
of our own manufacturers.

To supplement and complete this well-studied system
for the introduction of American manufactures in for-
eign markets. it was necessary to take one further
step; this was the development of a plan by which the
buyers of American products in foreign countries ecould
see for themselves our admirable methods of manufac-
ture, the skill which we employ in making our goods
and the superior materials which ‘enter therein. To
carry out this part of the work, the National Export
Exposition was organized as it stands to-day, and now
the foreign buyer can see a large and diversified ex-
hibit of American wares, and it is gratifying to note
that the govermments of the whole world have been in-
vited and a large number of delegates have been de-
tailed to visit the Exposition and report upon it.
Thus, the producer and the buyer from the four quar-
ters of the globe will be brought together in close con-
tact. It is not an international exposition but is in-
tended solely to foster American trade. With this
limitation the Exposition will admirably fulfill its pur-

pose.
i -————— — -

THE EUPHRATES VALLEY RAILROAD.

It is said that an Euglish syndicate has secured the
concession from the Suitan of Turkey to build a rail-
road through the .Euphrates Valley to the Persian
Gulf. If the sechemne materializes, the railroad will run
through the reputed site of the (Garden of Eden.
Biblical scholars hrave reasoned that this tract was in
Mesopotamia, the district lying between the rivers
Tigris and Euphrates, and if this is the case the rail-
road will traverse it. The project of building a rail-
road from Constantinople to the Persian Gulf was
broached many years ago by the late Ferdinand de
Lesseps, but his attempts were in vain. England and
Russia have both tried to obtain a similar privilege.
At last Germany received permission to build a rail-
road from a port opposite Constantinople to Angora,
and the Anatolian Railroad was the result. The ex-
tension of this railroad from Koniah, first to Bagdad
and thence to Bassora on the Persian Gulf, has been a
pet scheme of Emperor William, and according to The
New York Herald, the move which the English syndi-
cate is now about to undertake is a result of the
entente cordiale between the two countries.

To Great Britain it mmeans a new and shorter road to
India, as five days mmay be saved, and to Germany it
means a new field for colonization and a good feeder
for a road already in operation. The first year the
Anatolian Railway carried three hundred carloads of
wheat, the second year seven hundred carloads of cere-
als. The railroad has done much to alter the charac-
ter of the country, to build up towns, to open factories,
and bring good European colonists to cultivate the
soil. One of the chief obstacles to the progress of the
country has been the shiftless Turkish inhabitants,
who did not wish to use modern tools and have not
sufficient ambition to try to get rich. They will not
sit in the seats in the railway cars, but squat on the
floor, so that at last it was necessary to take out the
seats and leave the passenger coaches almost like cat-
tle cars. The sparse population of the district through
which the railroad runs is an advantage for the new
comers from Europe, who have no difficulty in finding
all the land they require.

The elimate of the differeni parts of A'ela Minor and
Mesopotamia is so varied that the greatest variety of
products can be raised successfully in different parts of
this broad domain.

—_— e il i ———

THE MAUSER PISTOL.

Dr. J. D. Griffith, of Kansas City, has just completed
for the government an official test of the Mauser pistol
in use by the German calvary, and it is under consid-
eration for adoption by the United States. The test
was made with targets and human bodies, and the
results- were most satisfactery. At ranges from 50 tc
500 yards the Mauser pistol is the most effective and
deadly weapon of its kind ever invented, and up to
the maximuin range tried it is praetically as good in
the hands of a narksman as a Krag-Jorgensen, a Lee
or a Mauser rifle. If nothing but flesh resists the pas-
sage of the bullet, it makes a round incision where it
enters and a knife-like cut where it departs. Should a
bone bein the way it is often shattered intofragments.
The pistol shoots very accuratelv and will kill at a
range of 500 vards. The bullets pass through a human
body at that range. 1f the bullet should enter a vital
organ, it would undoubtedly kill a man instantly, and
would incapacitate a soldier if it struck a bone. The
pistol fires ten shots without reloading, and can be
emptied in less than three minutes. The bullets weigh
85 grains and have a lead core surrounded by a nickel-
plated copper jacket.
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