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[ THE DESTRUCTION OF CERVERA'S FLEET.
Before the opening of the present war the world was

‘asking whether the destructiveness of our weapons of '

naval warfare was as great as theoretically it could be
proved to be. The question has already been answered
in two hemispheres. At Manila a fleet of nine cruisers,
fighting beneath the shelter of friendly fortifications,
was annihilated in the course of a single morning ;
1 Santiago de Cuba as fine a squadron as ever sailed the
seas, comprising four swift armored cruisers and two
of the largest and most powerful torpedo boat de-
stroyers in the world, was wiped out of existence in
less than sixty minutes.

It is remarkable that in both cases the beaten fleet
was overwhellmed by the same element of a ship’s
offensive powers—the gun.
any call for the services of the ram or the torpedo.

The war between China and Japan gave us an ink-
| ling of the importance of the gun in modern naval war-

fare. Manila and Santiago have established it as par\

lexcellence the deciding factor (always supposing, of

course, that it is well handled) of the sea fight.
“of the future. Had it not been for the accuracy,
"heavy caliber and great carrying power of our

guns, the speedy ships of Admiral Cervera’s fleet would ;

now be anchored in Havana Harbor, and our whole
plan of campaign, both naval and military, would have
been upset. As it is, thanks tothe splendid marksman-

I'ship of our men, we were able to ** wing” the flying,

cruisers, close in with them, and complete their inevi-
table destruction.

Just why Cervera elected to run the gauntlet of our
fleet is a matter of speculation. Either he foresaw the
speedy fall of Santiago and feared to be caught be-
tween the gunsof army and navy, or, as is reported, he
acted under the instructions of (zeneral Blanco tomake
a dash for Havana Harbor. There was much to be
gained by such a move if it could be successfully ear-
ried out. Once out of Santiago, Cervera’s fleet would

sible object for which the armmy was landed, namely,
the capture of the fleet. The center of operations

would have been transferred to Havana, where the:

strength of the Spanish army is gathered, and the
system of defense is by this tiine enormously strong.

i Whatever the cause, the fact remains that, after tak-
'ing on as full supplies as were obtainable, the fleet

moved at full speed out of the harbor, and attempted .
to break through the blockading fleet by steaming’
Its chances of escape .

3 along the coast to the westward.
were good, all things considered. The four cruisers,
i **Christobal Colon,” *‘ Teresa,” ** Oquendo,” and ** Vis-
icaya,“ were all of 20 knots speed, the last, indeed, hav-
ing made 21 knots on her trial, and the destroyers,

3 ‘*Furor” and ** Pluton,” were supposed to be good for

28 and 80 knots. Against them were the ‘‘Iowa,” 171
knots; ** Oregon,” 168 knots ; ‘* Texas,” 17°8 knots; and

the ‘‘Brooklyn,” 21°9 knots, together with a ecouple of
‘converted yachts of 16 or 17 knots speed. Our ships’
were lying some 214 miles from the entrance, and, as
the Spanish ships turned sharply to the west and hug-
ged the coast, their escape from all but the ‘‘Brook-
:lyn” was assured, unless they could be brought down
- by some well-placed shells. Moreover, judged by the
rcanons of modern warfare, the possession by the
Spaniards of powerful and numerous rapid-fire bat-
teries gave them a decided advantage in a running

fight, for, by concentrating their fire on theunarmored :
ends of our ships, they should have been able to retard’

. their speed to such an extent as to make their own es-
cape certain.

They came out of the harbor with every gun shotted
'and opened a heavy fire as they steamed past, the at-

tack being concentrated on the ‘‘Iowa,” as being the
most formidable ship of the fleet. The plan of battle
was to disable the ‘ Iowa™ and draw atter them the
iswifter ‘** Brooklyn,” hoping to close in and cripple her
!when they had drawn away beyond range of the heavy
guns of the battleships.

The plan, so far as the ships were concerned, was
feasible. Had the conditions been reversed, and the
Spanish fleet been in American hands and vice versa,
it would undoubtedly have been successful. As it was,
American gunnery won the day, and won it in very
short order.
moment that the bow of the ‘‘ Christobal Colon ™ first
showed at the mouth of the harbor two of the Spanish
ships had been driven on the beach ; in less than three-
quarters of an hour another had surrendered, and in
|ﬁfty six minutes, according to one of the officers on

at|

In neither case wasthere |

have constituted a serious inenace to our communi-
. . i
cations, and its esecape would have removed the osten-

Inless than twenty five minutes from the |

! fined to foggy weather and dark nights. Yet we can-
'not but feel that with their great speed something
might have been done, even on this bright Sunday
morning. As it is they have proved the easiest kind of
prey for ships which have only recently and hastily
been converted from uses of pleasure and commerce
to those of war.

We spoke last week of the undying value of the per-
sonal equation in modern warfare. Santiago adds its
eloquent testimony to the truth that to-day, as of old,
it is the ** nan behind the gun ” that wins the fight.

-
: OUR ARMY AT SANTIAGO.

The rank and file of the American army has again
|demonstrated its ability to fight its way to success
through and in spite of difficulties that might well have
dismayed a veteran army. In estimating the work
done by our men in the fighting of Friday and Satur-
day, July 1 and 2, we must remember that they were
not only attacking seasoned troops entrenched in
~strongly fortified positions, but the attack was made
»nnder a tropical sun and in a climate which is known
| to be one of the most trying in the world. The difficult
!nature of the country prevented the bringing up of
| supplies fast enough to provide the troops with full ra-
tions, and the execrable condition of the roads ren-
dered it immpossible to bring to the front sufficient artil-
lery to cover the advance of our attacking columns.

In view of the frightful cost in killed and wounded
at which the heights were stormed and taken, much of
it due to the shrapnel which was used with deadly
effect by the Spanish artillery, it will be asked why
the attack was not deferred until we had time to bring
up an adequate number of guns to silence the enemy’s
batteries and properly cover the advance of our men.
It is probable that the deadly nature of the climnate,
iand the desire to attack before our ranks had been
| thinned by sickness, had much to do with the precipi-
| taney with which our troops were rushed against the
Spanish entrenchments.

But without entering into criticisms which must at
best be based upon partial information, the country
may feel a just pride in the splendid fighting qualities
displayed alike by our regular and volunteer regi-
ments. The taking of El Caney and the storming of
San Juan heights have shown that the combined dash
and steadiness which were conspicuous on both sides
in the great Civil War may still be counted on to win
the country’s battles when we are called on reluctantly
to take up the sword.

It was a soldier’s fight, in which the gallant leadership
of the officers met a noble response from the men ; and
the heroism of those two days is witnessed by the
endless streamn of dead and wounded that moved
'slowly to the rear during the long hours of that
memorable struggle.

— v e ——
THE LOSS OF THE “BOURGOGNE.”

Our readers are already familiar with the harrowing
detailsof the loss of the ** Bourgogne,” with 560 lives, in
the North Atlantic. Wehave no intention of entering
into a discussion of her general features of the disaster
further than to observe that, as contrasted with the
detestable cowardice and villainy of the crew, it isa
mournful gratification to know that the officers did their

iduty to the last and to a man perished with the ship.

The awful suddenness with which the ship went down
as the result of the complete failure of her watertight
compartments will shake the confidence of the pub-
lie, already rudely strained, in the system of water-
tight bulkheads as a means of keeping an injured ves-
sel afloat. The *Oregon,” the ‘' Elbe,” and now the
_** Bourgogne™ testify that, however perfect itmay be in
theory, the subdivision of a modern liner is not a sure
guarantee against foundering.

We wish to draw attention to one feature of the
wreck which is very suggestive, and indicates that there
is a faulty element in the arrangement of the bulkheads
which may have been answerable for their failure to
keep the vessel afloat. We refer to the fact that the
ship commenced to heel heavily from the moment she
was struck, and that the decks before she went down

were inclined at an angle of 45°. This heel was due to
the fact that the longitudinal bulkhead which divides
ja ship from stew to stern into two equal halves pre-
vented the inrushing water from passing clear across
| the vessel, and threw her out of trimn. As the heel in-
. ereased, the water pust have risen abovethelower and
possibly the upper row of gangways and portholes, and

finding its way in through these it mmust have hastened
the end.
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|the “Iowa,” the whole fleet of six ships had been
®|driven in a sinking eondition upon the coast.
| The Santiago fight has served to blast the reputa-

It was the longitudinal bulkhead that caused the
i British battleship ‘‘ Vietoria” to capsize after she was
accidentally rammed by the ‘‘Camperdown.” Had the
water been free to flow clear across the vessel, she

|before at San Juan by the ocean liner ** St. Paul.” The | it is probable that she would have kept afloat long
now the ‘‘ Gloucester,” en- | enough to be towed into harbor or run ashore. As it
" | gaged these two vessels with such suceess that one of | was, the starboard compartinents being filled, while

|them at least, appears to have been sunk by her fire. '

torpedo boats, and their opportunities for offensive |
1 operations against larger eraft are supposed to be con-
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those to port were empty, the ship was thrown over to

foors. 11 | It is true the destroyers were designed for attacking starboard until the water, rushing in through the gun-

ports, completed the capsize.
| It is a question well worth considering whether th
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