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NEGOTIABLE PAPER FOR PATENT RIGHTS,

In our correspondence column will be found a com-
munication regarding an enactment spread upon the
statute books of Tennessee, making it a felony to re-
ceive any negotiable paper given in purchase of a pat-
ent, or interest therein, unless said paper carries
upon its face a statement of the purpose tor which it
was originally uttered. The penalty is 1mpnsomnent
for from one to three years.

This is, apparently, the last outcome of a form of
special legislation, begun in Ohio, in 1886, and which
has been in greater or less degree emulated by thirteen
Western and Middle States. The originai enactment
in Ohio has undergone considerable modification, so
that it is much less objectionable than the statute in
Tennessee. Thevalidity of suchacts has been adverse-
ly passed upon as unconstitutional by the United
States Circuit Courts for Indiana and Southern Ohio,
and by the Supreme Courts of four States.

Per contra, these statutes have been respectively up-
held in the courts of last resort in five States. There-
fore, considering the conflict of legal authorities, it is
desirable the questions involved be brought before
the Supreme Bench of the United States for final ad-
judication.

Unfortunately, any hardship arising from this form
of legislation is prone to fall upon innocent shoulders,
especially in the case of the Tennessee statute, which
makes the holding of a note of ordinary form, given
for a patent consideration, an absolute felony. Under
such enactment, what recourse has the banker or
broker who discounts a note couched in the usual ver-
biage of such documents, especially if the drawer
thereof chooses to repudiate it as having been given for
a patent right. As regards any protection afforded
the holder of the discounted note, none is apparent,
since, in case of swindle, the swindler, as he always has
done, unloads and escapes.

—_ ot

HOW THE AX MAY BE MADE THE PRESERVER
OF THE FOREST.

In a recent address before the Lumber Exchange of
Baltimore, Dr. B. E. Fernow, chief of the Forestry
Division of the United States Department of Agricul-
ture, presented many important facts. The title of his
address, ‘‘The Ax the True Preserver of the Forest,”
does not appear at first sight to be a topic which would
naturally suggest itself to a friend of trees, but Dr.
Fernow showed that it was in line with the true prin-
ciple of forestry. The more trees which lumbermen
could cut down and turn into good lumber, the more
the lumbermen are pleased, for as a class they are not
always in sympathy with the point of view of experts
in forestry who wish to preserve the trees.. In the past
it has been the custom of many lumbermen to look
upon the scientific forester as their worst enemy, but
now they are coming to see that it is an entirely erro-
neous view of the case, for without these experts and

| without legislation all of our forests would be cut down

in time, and not only would lumbermen be without
occupation, but the great industries which make use of
lumber would be paralyzed.

Trees must be cut down and ought to be cut down,
not only for cominercial and industrial uses, but also
for the good of other growing trees, and all that the
scientific forester asks is that the cutting should be
done judiciously. The ignorant lumberman who does
not look to the future cuts down all of his forests at
once, while the forester cuts the trees so as to make it
a permanent investmnent. The old fable of the man
who killed the goose that laid the golden eggs has been
wasted on many lumbermen in the past, but it is to be
hoped that the establishment of the School of Forestry
in Cornell University, the first in the country, is des-
tined to work a great revolution in the ideas of intelli-
gent people.

We have a remarkable object lesson in forestry in
Germany, where it has become almost an exact science.
In this country about 11,000,000 acres of forest lands
are owned by the state and the yearly revenue is not
less than $20,000,000. About 20,000,000 acres of forest
lands are owned by private individuals and their profits
are almost as great. During the last fifty years at least
these revenues have been constantly on the increase,
owing to the more intelligent management, irrespective
of the market price of material. This is a practical
view of the matter which ought to appeal strongly to
Americans.

Of course, forestry can only be practiced success-
fully in a country where forests properly receive
adequate protection from fire. In the last few years
many farms in New England have been abandoned be-
cause the land was no longer regarded as productive,
though they would be considered so in other countries
where people are less used to an abundant fertility.
If, however, they are no longer capable of producing
crops, they could be turned to good account by the
growing of trees, and many thousands of acres of land
that are now useless would thus be made to produce a
handsome revenue, while at the same time a large ad-
dition would be made to the diminishing timber re-
sources of our country.
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DIVER'S PARALYSIS.

Every profession that entails extraordinary conditions
and surroundings exacts, ultimately, some penalty, if
the warnings of nature are not heeded, and that ot
divers is by no means exempt. Diver’s paralysis has
long been recognized, though its occurrence is com-
paratively infrequent, and divers themselves hold it is
directly induced by abrupt change in air and body
pressure. A descent to a depth of less than 150 feet is
supposed to entail little inconvenience ; but every ad-
ditional yard beyond is regarded with suspicion as a
proportionately increasing source of danger. Old men,
too, appear to be more prone to these seizures than the
young or those in middle life ; but the character of the
water, per se, and the time of submersion are not con-
sidered as vital factors.

Recently, in The Clinical Journal, Frederick Taylor
reported a case of this paralysis—the third seizure in
the same individual since 1890, the two former, how-
ever, being of ephemeral character, exciting no alarm
or apprehension. On the last occasion the paralysis
camne on during operations conducted at a depth of 162
feet. A heavy piece of machinery that was being
manipulated slipped and jammed the diver against a
beam, at the same time compressing and almost en-
tirely obliterating the lumen of his air pipe; and
though he did not become unconscious, the danger was
realized and he began to economize the supply of oxy-
gen at his disposal.

After about five minutes, intense pains and noises in
the head were experienced, along with evidences of
suffocation and a tendency to lose consciousness. In
the meantime those on the lighter observed the air-
tube was not working, and another diver went down,
who by following the life line was able to clear the air
pipe, and also to relieve his fellow diver, the latter
being at once and rapidly drawn to the surface, the
ascent occupying less than a minute. The vietim of
the accident noted nothing unusual or extraordinary,
save he was giddy and excessively nauseated, until
an attempt was made to stand, when he became aware
of a feeling of numbmness in his feet and lack of power
and sensation in the legs, which latter, in less degree,
also obtained to the arms.

Nine weeks later, there having been no improve-
ment in the meantime, he was admitted to hospital,
when it was observed there was notable loss of power
in both legsf’and partial anssthesia of the inner sur-
faces thereof from a point three inches above the ankle
to about the same distance above the knees, the areas
being'roughly symmetrical. The knee jerks were nor-
mal, and the muscles, though soft and flabby, ap-
parently were not at all wasted ; neither was there
any loss of sensation as regards heat, cold or pain.

The sufferer ascribed his condition solely to being
hauled to the surface suddenly—to abrupt change in
bodily pressure, aided by lack of proper oxygen, result-
ant upon fouling of the air tube. The degree of im-
mersion he seemed to regard as of little account, even
while admitting that a descent beyond one hundred
and fifty feet usually caused a sense of ‘‘ fullness in the
head, buzzing in the ears, flashes of light before the
eyes, succeeded, perhaps, on coming to the surface, by
bleeding from the mouth, nose and ears, and more
rarely a condition known to divers as the * bends,’”
which last is generally ascribed to the bands applied
around wrists and ankles to render the diving suit
watertight. The * bends” is what is known in medi-
cal parlanceas ** wrist ” and ‘‘ foot drop,” and in divers
usually passes off in twenty-four to forty-eight hours ;
but this condition is also suggestive that depth and
pressure is an integral factor in producing diver’s par-
alysis.

Hitherto, this form of paralysis has attracted little
attention, probably because of its generally ephemeral
nature ; but it appears probable, in the light afforded
by the foregoing, that it is cumulative in effects ; i. e.,
each succeeding attack predisposes in progressive ratio
to another, until the individual, if he persists in adher-
ing to a diver’s calling, especially if he essays unusual
or dangerous depths, becomes a permanent and incur-
able paralytic. Considering also the fact that loco-
motor ataxia is relatively frequent among divers and
now recognized as of primary specific origin, and that
disease of this character predisposes to paralytic seiz-
ures presenting phenomena that practically parallel
those of diver's paralysis, it would seem as if it were an
act of folly for those who have ever suffered from spe-
cific lues to take up the calling of a diver.
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BUSSIA 8 STRATEGIC CANAL.

The expenditure for naval work in many countries is
far greater than ever before, and the effect of this is
shown not only in the laying down of new ships and
the building of ordnance, but also in the creation of
naval stations at home and naval bases of supply and
repair abroad, and the field of activity has even been
enlarged so as to admit of the construction of extensive
engineering works in the shape of canals for the pur-
pose of the rapid concentration of fleets of war vessels.
The most extensive work in this direction is that to be
conducted in Russia for connecting the waters of the
Baitic and Black Seas. The canal will have a length
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