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and 1ll0st successful of our in�titutions. If ever a re· 
quested appropriation-if appropriation it can be called 
-was reasonable and proper, it is this. To refuse it is 
to deny to the im'entors in this country what is justly 
their own, and deny them the services for which they 
have paid. 

In recommllnding this matter to the active interest of 
inventors throughout the whole country, we would re
mind them that the vexatious delays which they ex
perience in securing their patents are due entirely to 
the action of Congress in curtailing the appropriations 
for the Patent Office. Moreover, there is'every indica
tion that matters will steadily grow worse if Congress 
persists in its present policy. 'Ve are informed through 
private sources that it will take the present force of 
examiners fully three months to examine the cases 
which came in during the month of December alone. 
In short, the work is accumUlating at a rapid rate and 
no relief is in sight, as we understand that the Appro
priation Committee have already expressed t.heir disin
clination to admit any increase of appropriation during 
the coming year. The matter of agitation for relief 
rests now largely with the inventors and manufacturers 
of tllP- country, and if they bestir themselves and write 
urgent letters to their representatives and to the mem
bel'S of the Committee on Appropriations whose names 
are gh'en abo\-e we believe that the necessary relief may 
yet be secured, 

•.• I" 

DEATH OF MR. BUTTERWORTH. 

The Hon. Benjamin Butterworth, United States 
Commissioner ot Patents, who has been ill 
for several weeks at Thomasville, Ga., died 
on Sunday, January 16 , at that place. The 
end was peaceful and whenit came his wife 
and children were at his bedside. Mr. But
terworth went to Thomasville to recuperate 
frolll an attack of pneumonia. He was con
valescing when a relapse took place which 
resulted in his death. 

Mr. Butterworth was a descendant of a 
long line of Quakers. He was born in 
Warren County, Ohio, 1839, and lived on a 
farm with his parents until he was eighteen 
years old, and enjoyed scant educational 
advantages. In his nineteenth year he went 
to Cincinnati to fit himself for a professional 
life. He was admitted to the bar in 1861 and 
commenced the practice of law in Cincin
nati. He enlisted in the Union army in 
the civil, war and rendered gallant service, 
retiring with the rank of major. He re
sumed the practice of law in Cincinnati and 
tile first public position which he held was 
that ot United States District Attorney in 
1871. He was a member of the Ohio Senate 
in 1873-74 and was first elected to Congress 
in 1878. After the retirement of E. 1\1. Marble 
as Commissioner of IPatents in 1883, Mr. 
Butterworth was appointed in his stead. 
He served in that capacity until he resigned 
to become a member of the Forty-ninth 
Congress. He was afterward elected to the 
Fiftieth and Fifty-first Congresses and de
clined the nomination for the Fifty-second 
Congress. After his retirement from Con
gress he settled in Washington and soon 
built up a large practice, chiefly in patent 
law. He was appointed Commi1:sioner of 
Patents by President McKinley, April 1, 
1897. 

While in Congress Mr. Butterworth was 
admittedly one of the readiest and ablest 
debaters on the floor of the House, and 
was always the champion of good gov-

Jcieutiftc !mericau. 
'rhe Patent Ol1il�1' will be clolOell till' day of the 
funeral." 

Postmaster-General liary ;;aid: .. The death of Major 
Butterworth will be deplore,l b y  the whole country. 
His was one of the most lontble of natures. He was a 
kind friend, a loving pat'ent and a thm'oug-hly consci
entious III an. Hb face will be missed by the legions 
of those fortunate ellough to have known hilll, and his 
place in the party to which he was devoted callnot he 
filled. " 

The employes of the Patent Office as;;elllbled in the 
room of the COlllmissioner 011 the aftel'lloon of January 
17 to participate in a meeting called in hOllor of the 
memory of their dead chief. Acting COlllmissioner 
Greeley paid an eloquent tribute to Major Butterworth. 
A committee was appointed to draft suitable resolu
tions. President McKinley was deeply pained by the 
death of his old friend, and at the Capitol there was a 
universal expression of grief. 

The funeral services were held in 'Yashington on Janu
ary 19 and were attended by President McKinley, Vice
President Hobart, Speaker Reed and members of the 
cabinet, and most of the prominent officials of the 
different government departments. 

• ·e· • 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF INVENTORS AND 

MANUFACTURERS. 

The regular annual meeting of this association was 
held at the Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D. C. , on 
January 18. The presi,lent, Francis H. RichaJ'(ls, of 
Hartford, Conn. , called the meeting to order. Among 

THE LATE HON. BENJAMIN BUTTERWORTH. 

ernment and pure politics. He was president of the the important reports received was the one from the 
commission sent by the United States government to legislative committee, read by Mr. Arthur �tewart, 
Europe to induce foreign countries to take part in the which was in effect that the association should con
Chicago World's Fair. During his first tenure of office centrate its efforts to have a classification division 
as a Commissioner of Patents, Mr. Butterworth com- created in the Patent Office. The object of such a 
piled a most comprehensive work on the" Growth of division was to have the patents so classified and ar
the Industrial Arts." The work gives the history of two ranged that the work of examination to determine the 
hundred of the arts, from the rude beginnings up to previous state of the art would be facilitated. Suitable 
the most complicated examples of modern inventors' resolutions were passed conllnemorating the death of 
skill. Commissioner Butterworth and Mr. Gardiner G. Hub-

When Mr. Butterworth entered upon his duties as 
the Commissioner of Patents for the second time, he 
soon showed that his administration would be liberal 
minded toward inventors and that those who had been 
practicing before the Patent Office in an illegitimate 
manner need expect no mercy from him. He found 
many abuses to cure, and in his efforts to correct some 
of them he encountered strong obstacles and made 
some enemies; but he persisted, and during the last few 
mouths of his incumbency he did much to earn the 
gratitude and respect of the inventors. 

'i'he Secretary of the Interior, in speaking ot the death 
of Commissioner Butterworth, said: 

•. The death of Commissioner Butterworth is a great 
loss, not only from a personal aspect, but to the coun
try at large. Everybody lOYI'd Butterworth who knew 
him, and the Inferior Department suffers in his loss. 
Every mark of respect will be paid his memory. 

bard, the latter being one of the organizers of the as
sociation. 

The following amendments to the constitution and 
by-laws were adopted: 

The object ot this association is to maintain, foster 
and protect the patent system of the United States, to 
increase the efficiency of its operation and the stability 
of patent property. 

To accomplish these results the association aims to 
strengthen public opinion favorable to the patent sys
tem, by demonstrating the enormous advantages which 
have been derived by the people of the United States 
therefrom, in the increase of manufactures and mate
rial wealth which has resulted from new machines and 
methods produced under the stimulus of the legal pro
tection afforded to inventors by the patent system of 
the United States. 

To procure from Congress legislation authorizing the 
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Patent Office, the only department of the government 
which pays all of its expenses out of its income, to spend 
so much of that incolIJe as lIIay be necessary for the sci
entific, thorough and efficient examination of applica
tions for patents, to the end t.hat patents may be grant
ed only for inventions undoubtedly new; and 

To strengthen the legal remedieR for the protection 
of such patents as Illay be issued after a thorough ex
amination. 

The association proceeded to ballot for the officers 
f'lr the ensuing year, with the following results: 

President, Francis H. Richards, Hartford, Conn.; 
first vice president, J. C. Anderson, Chicago, Ill.: sec
ond vice president, L. W. Serrell, New York City; 
third vice president, Philip T. Dodge, New York City; 
fourth vice president, Theodore N. Ely, Philadelphia; 
secretary and treasurer, Arthur Stewart, Baltimore; 
members of the executive council, C. E. Billings, Hart
ford, Conn.; Dr. R. J. Gatling, New York; Robert S. 
Taylor, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Albert A. Pope, Boston, 
Mass.: Daniel Frazer, Washington, D. C.; Marvin C. 
Stone, 'Vashington, D. C.; Lewis Miller, Akl'On, Ohio; 
G. H. Schulte, Milwaukee, ·Wis.; Jas. T. Du Bois, 
Washington, D. C. 

Committees on Legislation and Ways and Means 
were appointed. 

A resolution was passed recommending the removal 
of the models in the Patent Office to the National 
Museum and their careful preservation as relics of the 
unprecedented progress of science and the useful arts 
during the past half century. The Secretary of the 

Interior and the SeClretary of the Smithso
nian Institution are to be urged to favor 
this step. 

.' ... 

THE MOODUS NOISES. 

It is stated that the disturbances of the 
lower Connecticut Valley, which produce 
what from early colonial times have been 
called the I. Moodus Noises," have begun 
again, after a period of rest of twelve years. 

For twenty years, up to 1729, the villagers 
of the town of East Haddam heard these 
noises almost continuously. The Rev. Mr. 
Hosmer, in a letter written August 13 , 1729, 

says, in speaking of the phenomenon: 
I, 'Whether it be fire or air distressed in the 
subterraneous caverns of the earth cannot 
be known; for there is no eruption, no ex
plosion perceptible, bu t hy l<onnd" an,1 
tremors, which are sometimes very fearful 
and dreadful. I ha\'e myself heard eight 
or ten sounds successively, and imitating 
small arms, in the space of five minutes. I 
have, I suppose, heard se\-eral hundreds of 
them within twenty years; some more, 
some less terrible. SOllletimf's we have heard 
them almost eYf'ry day, and great nUllIbel'S 
of them in the space of a year. Oftentimes 
I have observecl them coming down from 
the north, imitating slow thunder, until the 
sound came near or right under, and then 
there seeDled to be a breaking Iill;e the 
noise of a cannon shot or severe thunder, 
which shakes the houses and all that is in 
them. " 

The center from which the noises proceed 
seems to be Mount Tom, situated at the 
junction of Moodus and Salmon Rivers. The 
severest shocks have been felt as far north
east as Boston and as far southwest as New 
York, and have there been noticed as earth-
quakes. In 1816 and 1817 these noises were 
more than usually loud. On the receut 
recurrence there was a sound resembling 

a clap of thunder, followed for a couple of hours 
by a roar like the echoes of a distant cataract. A 
day later there was heard a crashing sound like 
that of heavy muffled thunder, and a roar not unlike 
the wind in a tempest. The ground was so shaken as 
to cause houses to tremble and crockery to rattle as 
though an earthquake were in progress. 

The Indians, familiar with these noises long before 
the advent of the whites among them, called the region 
now embraced in the town of East Haddam, and par
ticularly that situated in the vicinity of Mount Tom, 
Matchemadoset, or" at the place of bad noises." This 
name, corrupted and contracted to Machamoodus, and 
finally to Moodus, gives name to a branch of Salmon 
River and to a manufacturing Village. The region 
where these subterranean disturbances have occurred 
from time immemorial is one of deformed crystalline 
rock. 

• Ie • 

SIR JOHN LUBBOCK has gone to the ant again, and 
if he keeps up his visits and others imitate him, that in
teresting insect will become useless for Sunday school 
purposes. Sir John succeeded in getting fifty ants 
helplessly drunk and then placed them outside an 
ant hill. The sober ants came out, picked up their 
friends, and put them to bed to sleep off the effects of 
Sir John's liquor; the strangers, however, they sternly 
rolled over into the ditch. 


	scientificamerican01291898-67

