
the reproduction of pictures nniformly representing the 
exact colors and sbades desired, the compound colors 
being produced by the superposition of primitive colors, 
when impressions are taken from two or three plates, 
this inventor bas devised a novel color chart, in which 
the lithographer may always find tbe tones or shades of 
the design or sketch required, and a machine capable of 
preparing the plate in accordance witb the chosen tones 
or shades. Tbe electrically-controlled marking tool of 
the machine produces dots at regularly gradnated dis
tances from each other, tbe dots being more or less close 
together on the different stones, according to the shade 
desired to be produced by the different impres.ions, the 
shades being accurately determined by the chart, and the 
results being always certain and uniform. 

MANUFACTURING CALCIUM ACETATE. 
-Martin F. Quinn, Straight, Pa. A simple apparatus by 

means of which the process of manufacture may be car
ried on at a comparatively small cost is provided by this 
inventor. It comprises a shell for the lime as received 
from the retort, the shell baving a pitched roof wtb 
outlet for alcohol fumes, a trou�h at the junction 
of the walls and roof of the shell, a steam heating 
coil close to the inner surface of the �side and end 
walls, and a steam jacket over the entire area of the bot· 
tom of the shell. The whole operation of separating 
alcohol from acetate of lime and preparing the lime for 
the kiln is completed in thiB one apparatus, thus saving 
handling, was.,age and labor. The same inventor has 
obtamed a furlber patent for a kiln for drying acetate of 
lime and making it ready for market. It has side and 
end walls, with troughs extended along the upper par. 
tions of the side walls, a trough or pipe receivin� tbe 
discharge from the troughs, and a water spraying pipe ex· 
te!toed along the apex of the roof, there being track rails 
in the kiln and steam heating pipes in ita lower portion. 
With this construction lime once in the kiln may be 
quickly treated and placed upon cars without further 
work on the part of the attendant. 

WHEELED VEHICr,E.-Horatio B. Os
good, Binghamton, N. Y. To provide stronger and 
cbeaper axles for heavy vehicles, such as trucks and 
skids, is the object of this invention, the vehicle being 
provided witb a frame having projecting IlIgs, one face 
of each I ug being convex, while the metal axles for the 
frame have in one end of each axle a depression formed 
by swaging to expand the end of the axle, t.he depressed 
and expanded ends of the axles being respectively cast 
into the lugs so that the axles will project perpendicu
larly from the convex faces of the lugs. 

BARREL FILLING MACHINE.-Joseph 
E. J. Goodlett, Memphis, Tenn. This invention covers 
ail improvement on a former patented invention of the 

1 citutific �mtricau. 

The charDe fvr msertinn muUr tM� /lead. is Oru. Dollar a 
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Advertisements must be r eceived at publication ojfice 

as early as Thursday nwrninl/ to appear in the follow
Vru.1 week's iBlt'lU. 

Martne Iron Works. Chicago. Catalogue free. 
• 1 U. S." Metal Polish. India.napolis. Samples free. 
Gasoline Brazing Forge, Turner Brass Works. Chicago 
Yankee Notions. Waterbnry Bntton Co., Waterb'y, Ct. 
Handle & Spoke Mchy. Ober Lathe Co.,Chagrin ]"a11s,O. 
Improved Bicycle MaChinery of every description. 

The Garvin Machine Co.t Spring and Varick StB., N. Y. 

Concrete Houses _. cheaper than brick, superior to 
stone. "Ransome," 757 Monadnock BlOCk, Chicago. 

The celebrated" Hornsby-Akroyd" Patent Safety 011 
Engine is built by the De La Vergne Refrigerating Ma
cbine Company. Foot of East 138tb Street, New York. 

The best book for electriCians and beginners in elec· tricity is .. Experimental Science," by Geo. M. Hopkins. 
By mail, M. Munn & Co .. publisbers, 361 Broadway, N. Y. 

IT Send for new and complete catalogue of Scientific 
and other Books for sale by Muon & Co., 361 Broadway, 
New York. )i'ree on application. 

HINTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

(7323) J. M. R writes: Please inform 
me throngh your Notes and Queries how to make black 
Ink like tbat sold in all stationery stores. A. See form
ulas in SUPPLEMENT, Nos. 157, 1119 and 1139, price 10 
cenlB by mail. 

(7324) A_ W. B. a�ks for a formula for a 
roach tood-one that will kill or drive. way the roacb and 
be absolntely harmles. to human beings. The reason I 
want a roach food that kills is thiB: I have tried the 
various insect powders on the market, with no. good 
results. A. Some years ago we analyzed a commercial 
roach food, and found it was composed of 00 per cent. 
borax and 10 per cent corn starch. The powder was 
colored with a little carmine. Thi. is considered to make 
a very efficacious roach food. It would not be voisonous 
to a hnman being_ 

(7325) W. R, Eureka, Cal., asks: 1. 
Which bullet travels throngh more space-that fired per
pendicularly npward, ascent and descent both included 
as distance traveled; or, one fired at any acute an
gle of elevation! A. A ball fired at 45° elevation is 
supposed to have the longest trajectory. 2. By whicb of 
the six mechanical powel'8 can the same power overcome 
the greatest weight or resistance? A. The usually termed 
mechanical powers are the lever, the inclined plane, 
the screw, the wheel and axle, the wedge and the pulley. 
The one that bas the least friction is the most efficient. 
This applies to tbe lever. 

NEW BOOKS, ETC. 
MECHANICAL DRAFT. A practical treat-

ise. Boston, Ma�s.: B. F. Sturte-
vant. 1898. Pp. 385. 

The subject of mechanical draught has been discussed 
at ""eater or less length in the technical press and before 

Names and Addre .... must accompanv all letters . . .  . t' b t' II h d' or no attention will be paid thereto. Tliis IS tor am varIOus engmeenng sOCle IeS, u m a cases snc IS· 
information and not for publication. cnssion has been distinctly limited, Here for the first 

Reference .. to former articles or answers should time the attempt is made to give the treatment its impor-give date of paper and PRlle or number C!f question. tance demands. Although its introdnction is an evidence Inq ulrleH not answered ill reasonable time should " . . 
be repeated: correspondent.. will bear in mind that of a somewhat radIcal departure In certam features of 
some answers require not a little �search, and, boiler practice, yet extended and recent experience th,!ugh we endeavor to reply to all eI�her by letter clearly indicates the permanence of this departure. or m this department. each mnst take hIS torn. . . 

Ru yer .. wishing to purchase any article not advertised Though publIshed by a firm whIch has been prominently 
in our colnmns will be furnished with addresses of before tbe engineering world for many years as mallu-honses manufactnring or carrying the same. facturers of fans and blowers stIli the work will prove of Special Written Information on matters of . ' . . . . personal rather than general interest cannot be great value to all mechaDlcal engmeers, as It IS filled WIth 
expected witbout remuneration. data and is well illustrated by diagrams and engravings, 

Scientific American Supplement .. referred many of the latter beim! from plans which are in actual to may be had at the office. PrIce 10 cents each. � 

Rook .. referred to promptly supplied on receipt of use. 
1lI1��':al .. sent tor examination should be distinctly THE TRAINING OF A CRAFTSMA.N. By 

marked or labeled. Fred Miller. N" ew York: Trusluve 

MATHEMATICS. LOGARITHMS: T H E  I R 
NATURE, COMPUTATION AND USES, 
WITH LOGARITHMIC T A B  L E S OF 
NUMBERS AND CIRCULAR FUNCTIONS 
TO TEN PLACES OF DECIMALS. By 
W. W. D u f f i e  I d ,  Superintendent. 
Treasury Department, U. S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey. Part 1. Ap 
{>!lndix No. 12. Report for 1896, 
Washington. 1897. Pp.327 • 

Tbe present work, by the late superintendent of t1. 
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, has been ver., 
severely criticised by the lay and scientific preBS. The 
tables will prove very useful to thuse who do not have 
access to Baron Von Vega's work on the same subject. 
The latter work bas been corrected at all known errors, 
and it was reproduced in 1889, in Florence, Italy, by 
photo-zincography, which avoided the introduction of 
any more typographical errors. 
A MANUAL OF MENTAL SCIENCE FOR 

TEACHERS AND PUPILS. Childhood: 
Its Character and Culture. By Jessie 
A. Fowler. New York: Fowler & 
Wells Company. Pp. 235. Price $1._ 

MIT SCHI,AGEL UND EISEN. By Dr. 
Wilhelm Ber�ch. Vienna.:., Pesth and 
Leipzig-: A_ Hartleben. Twenty-five 
parts of 32 pages each, at the price 
of 30 kr. (15 cents) per part, or $3.75 
for the whole work. 

It present., in a popular way, all the subjects that per
tain to mines and mining, such aR geology, mineralogy, 
constructions, tools and machines used in mining, and 
the methods and apparatns for treating ores and other 
mining product... The book is illustrated by more than 
800 cuts and 26 full page engravings. The paper, type 
and general get-up of the work are excellent, and the 
book will be similar in size and style to the popular 
works on electricity, railway construcUon and general 
scientific subjects issued by the same publishers. 

same inventor, according to which a conducting tube (7318) F. S. G. a�ks: How many 5 X 7 
with universal joint or coupling is attached to a valve Crowfoot gravity batteries should I nse on a 350 feet long and float mechanism attached to a gooseneck, the telegraph line with two 5 ohm instruments and gronnd gooseneck and valve chamber being, according to the' return? Line made of No. 12 galvanized iron wire. A. present invention, formed integrally and the valve Two cells should be snfficient for this line. 

& Comba. 1898. Pp. 249, 161 illus
trations. Price $2. 

This book is the outcome of a series of articles con
tribnted to the Art. Journ al. Th, author's object is to 
bring to the r:otice of the reader, through the medium at 
illustrations, the work of some few representative crafts
men, with a few personal notes, the results of conversa
tions witb the craftsmen themselves, and also a general 
survey of the work being done to-day in some of the lead
ing crafts. "Crafts" is an ugly word, bul it is a very ex
press,,'e one, and the beautiful examples of modern work 
which are given in the present book indicate what is now 
being done by workers who apply art to industry. 

We have received the Christmas num
ber of the Northwestern Miller, and it is a remarkable 
specimen of trade journalism. The cover of the number 
is embossed in imitation of old ivory, representmg Don 
Quixote making his fierce attack on the windmill of the 
Mancbean plain. There is a colored frontispiece sbow
ing milling among tbe cliff dwellers of ArIzona. Vari
ous articles in the number are contributed by such 
writers as Mary Halleck Foote, Octave Thanet, Bill Nye, 
Edward Everett Hale and others. Many of the ill ustra
tIons are in color and the half·tones are superbly printed. 
There is also a map showing the winter and spring 
wheat sections of the United States, with valuable sta
tistics. The holiday number is mailed by the publishers. 
from Minneapolis, for fifty cents. 

TO INVENTORS. 

ti:: oel�e��:ntC:a�f g::rA��a��dYr���s��1 �pepft���::; 
i�� r:;�I��gtp ���fc:�� a:;i��o� ������� !�3�g��i:�� 
�n:�utJ�?s ��Cl��i��:eO�t r��csu�trh�ateztil�JvSet7t:�:;� 

(7319) E. E. G. writes: I would like a chamber sbortened, thus reducing tbe cost of manufac. 
ture. By providing a plug and shell or plug casing for 
each tank, the filler may be readily changed from one little information in regard to the Mesco dry battery. ]. 
ta'1k t a another, thus saving tIme and labor a s  compared Is the dry battery considered to be as good as the liquid 
with filling apparatus having joints or couplings of or- for operating �mall ca.1I bells? A. Dr! cells are useful 
dinary construction. because of theIr c1eanlmess and convemence, but they do 

all foreign countries may be had on application, and per� sons contemplatinJ,{ the securmg of patents, either at home or abroad, are invited to write to this Office for prices, which are low, in accordance with the times and our extensive facilities for cOllductin� the business. Address MUNN & CO .. office SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, 361 Broadway, New York. 
P 1<' 

I 
not generally give as strong a current as a wet cell of the 

. ORTABLE � IRE EXTINGUISHER.-Clo- same materials. 2. How many cells of dry battery are tIlde F. B. Durand, Montreal, Canada. In extinguishers required to ring a 4 iuch bell through 100 feet of No. 18 adapted to eject a saline solution by the pressure of a wire? A. It would be adviBable to use two cells, though gas with which the extinguisher is charged, this inven- one fresh cell would probably ring the bell. 3. What do tion provides a novel construction Rnd arrangement of a you consider is the best liquid battery, the cheapest lever in connection with the discharge nozzle and valve. to keep running, the least liable to get out of order, of The extinguisher is of glass, resembling an ordinary the open circuit kind? A. There are many forms of ginger ale bottle, with screw·threaded neck for tbe at· Leclanche cells about equally good. 4. How long will tachment of a metal head with lateral discbarge nozzle, the dry battery last with ordinary usage on a call bell ? there being in the head a valve operated by a curved A. Many months. 5. Please give me the number of cells lever, which may be pulled back by the finger, the body required to ring the different size. of bells, that is, from of the extinguisber being held by the other hand. 2� inches to 6 inches? A. The size of the bell has nothing 

A SYSTEM OF EASY LETTERING. By J. 
Howard Cromwell, Ph.B. New York: 
Spon & Chamberlain. 1897. Pp. 68. 
Price 50 cents. 

This is an admirable system of lettering, drawings and 
signs. We have but to divide any snrface wbich we may 
wish to letter into squares or parallelograms, as the case 
may be, in pencil lines; form the required letrers in 
ink or paint according to the style chosen, then erase 
the pencil lines, and the lettering is complete. 

INDEX OF INVENTIONS 

For which Letters Patent of the 
United States were Granted 

JANUARY II, 1898, 
AND EACH BEARING THAT DATE. 

CURTAIN ROLLER ATTACHMENT. _ to do with the question. The resistance of the wire in 
the electromagnet is the quantity to be consid�red. 6. 
Does it make any difference in regard to the number of 
feet of wire Ilsed, that is, if I nse more wire, will it re
quire more eells of battery? A. Yes. 7. I intend to 
build a telephone line one mile in length t.o use three in
struments; as I am not very well posted in the telephone 
business,do not hardly know what I want. What size wire 
shall I need? Will No. a be large enougb? A. Use No. 
]2 galvanized iron wire. 8. Could I not have the call bell 
on the telephones work with a push button? A. Yes. 9. 
How man V cells of battery will be required? A. Two 
at each end. See Lockwood's "Practical Information for 

SUGGESTIONS FOR LABORATORY AND 
FIEJ,D WORK IN HIGH SCHOOL 
GEOLOGY. Questions for use with I See note atendof list about copies of these patents. 

Martin L. Kullberg, Brooklyn, N. Y. This invention 
provides a superior curtain support comprising a pole 
with central bore, slotted radially, a pln� baving a knob 
at each end of the pole and a feather on eacb knob, the 
feathers fitting in the ends of the slot. Nail. engage 
the plugs to hold the knobs in position, and a wire is 
s>cured to a cylindrical block slidable in the bore, the �nd portions of the wire extending through tbe slot, one 
end terminating witb an eye and the other end having a 
spring"Pin, the curtain being attached to the pin. 

ADJUSTABLE SIGN AND 1!'RAME.-AI-
vah C.(Roebuck, Chicago, Ill. This is a d�vice for useas a  
name plate or for other pnrposes, tbe frame being adapt
ed to hold a long or short name or any reading matter 
required for display. Tbe frame IS simple, inexpensive, 
and may be applied to any surface, and consists of side 
pieces grooved on their inner edges, caps receiving the 
ends of the side pieces and engaging their grooves, �ac!1 
of the caps baving a grooved projection on its inner 
face, while a back plate engages the grooves of the pro
jectIOns. 

FISHING ROD REEL HOLDER -D.llliel 
L. Andrews, Web.ter, Mass. In this holder damping 
bands are proviried with adjustable clamps or tightening 
devices, in connection with a seide adapted for attach
ment to a reel adjustably carried by the clamps, affording 
a rIgid and firm contact between the reel holder and rod, 
and providing for an adjustment of the reel upon its 
holder and the adjustment of the holder upon a rod, so 
that when the holder is clamped upon a rod the reel will 
be simultaneously locked in position on the holder. 

RAT AND MICF. TRA.P-Theodore H. 
Bradish, Utica, N. Y. Instead of killing a r imprisoning rats 
and mice, in what the inventor sty!es the present U ernel and inhuman" way, tilis trap is designed, when the ani
mal enters the trap and approaches the bait, to releaee an elastic, held around the opening of the trap, the elastic then closing about the bo<ly of Ihe rat. A tIBched to tile 
elastic are bells and tufts of r,otton or other material, 
painted or coated with phospborescent material, etc., It 
being designed that the escaping rat shall thus effectually 
frighten away other rats, 

NOTE.-Copies of any of the above patents will be 
furnished by Munn & Co. for 10 cents each. Please 
send name of the patentee, title of invention, and date 
of this paper. 

'relepbonists," price $1 by mail. 

Tarr''!! Elementary Geology. By Adverti.ing vebicle. R. H. Andrew .. .............. 5\17,369 
Ralph S. Tarr. New York: The AIr brake and .team pipe coupling, G. D. Pettln-
Macmillan Company. 1897. Pp_ 100. Ai/c��pressor:i;:H':iioiie�is:::::::::::::::::::::: �:iilil 
Price 25 cents. Alarm. See Fire alarm. 

Thb little pamphlet gives valuable advice to thepro� 1I:��roec'if.c*:�.�fo�wp��nJ::::::::::::::::::::::: �r;:� 
fessor of geology as to taking studenttt out on field ��U��i�i���i��ft1i.������.'.�·.�:.��.����·::::::: ��:m expeditions and for work in the laboratory. It alRo Audipbone, M. K. 'I·urner ............................ 597.037 
contains questions for use with Tarr's Elementary �ritg�:U� ����}:le�c����er�tete·r.::::::::::::: �:ifZ Geology. Baby wal ker, E. V. Conwell . ............ ............ 597.263 

THR ROAD TO PROSPERITY. A treatise ��fi�f���I!�,gc�i�.k�r��I.�:.':.i.I��.�:.::::::::.: .. :.:.:'. ��:U); 
on political economy. Written upon Hal�b:rV�ni&tJeriri\������: .. ���.s.� .. ��r .����.i�.�: $.236 
various "ubJects, with a view of aid- ����:{;rf���ihl:�'��C8?:e�.1{OI��rt::::::::::::::::::: m:� (7320) C. D. W. asks (1) how large a ing in creatmg permanent prosperity Battery. See Primary battery. 

storage battery it wonld require to maintain a current ani] con tentlllent of the people. By Bearing, antifriction, J. R. Coryell ................. 597,175 

sufficient to run seven 16 candle power incandescent T. W. Wood. Chicago: Charles H. �:�rh��t��I,ls�ri�:���sj.nEVeritt:::::::::::::::::: �:m 
lamps at 110 volts for6 hours. A. 55 cells in series will Kerr & Company. 1898. Pp. 78. ��fl����cf:,b}erl'g�ti'iy���ir: � .. �i��r����::::::: �:� give tbe voltage reqnired. The seven lamps require about . Price 25 cents. Be·:�:.:'gtnda�raett��'n���t��� .. ��. �.�� .. ����:.���.� 596,99'J � �mperes. This will be given by type C of the I UNl'rED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRI- Bicycle, F. O. Bulli . ....... ........................ ; 597,098 
c�londe cells, WIth 7 plates per cell, each 4x4%. They CULTURE. Weather Bureau Bulle- �:���l�:.�'ice�'1\:¥-�sia�e�� .. ��::::::::::::::::::: �:511i WIll dlScbarge at thIS rate for ten hours. 2. Could tbls tin E. Floods 01' the Mi�sissippi Bicycle crank, C. L. Goodricb ....................... 597,196 battery be charged thr."ug� the same transformers as are River. By Park Morrill. Wash ing. BiC\\i\�t���:.I�� .. ��. �t.�eri�� .. ��t.acb.���.t:.� .. �: 597,:HS used for the house Clrclllt? A No. A dIrect cnrrent ton 1897 Pp 58 Bicycle babit. S. A. Wban ........................... 597.133 
must be u"ed to charge them. 3. How long and how - - - - Bicycle "bandle bar. �'. E. Ingrabam ............. ... 597,001 

many watts would it take to charge the above? A. The The prpsent work attest� the great value and thorough· �:���l� ;:;��orat���:,'.i':,'i,�:·c:c:iiei-ck:::::::::::: g�:ru 

time required for recharging depends on the amperes ness of the .work accomplIshed by the Weother �ureall B�y�l� �!,J'(We,<"t?��rf��ore·:.::: '.: : '.: '::.::'.: '.:: '.:'" �:� used at 110 volts. The ampere honrs ri Ole cell are 37�. with the crIppled means at their disposal, to w�ICb we BI' d f ti d It 
If 10 amperes are used in recharging it would . 3� have already referred. The large pamphlet IS filled "v:�eW����. J',rw°J'.'g':,' .. � �  .. �.� .... S.��.� .. ��.� 597,046 

hours. 
, reqUIre � I with i.nte.re.stin.g mao tter relating to the drainage basin of Boat, M. V. B. Eve •• on .............................. 597.195 

the MISSIBSIPPI RIver, both under normal and floorl. con_ �gn��: T�'d'.';:t�i���.�.�.i��:: ............... " .. " 596.ll'1!I 
(7321) Ml'L. P. says: A peddler recently dltions. The fioods aceurring during the past twenty- Boiler furnace, T. H. Sear ..................... ..... 597,027 

passed through, our city Eelling a componnd of such a E!ix yeal'8 are made the chief subject of study, inasmuch . BOi�:�.a��t�:;���.���.��.t. :.���1.���. ���. ���.��: 5!n,37a 
nature tllat when it was applied to a newspaper cut, col- as only during that time co:oplete and reliable gage read_ . Bolt replacing device, M. P. Lawrence" ..... ..... . 597,(X!5 

ored or black, and a clean piece of paper plllCed upon it ings were available. Six notable flood years are in- �g��l�: �o���:KI�;.�ie� ��cE:::ett:::: ::: ::::: :::: ��:��!. 
and heat or friction applied, the Cllt would be faithfnlly eluded in this period, and for these six flood bydro- �gUl�: �g�:��gll�gl�: I' �a�i�����:::::::: :: :::: �:�� transferred to the clean paper. The componnd had the graphs have been drawn for several typical stations. The Bottle. non-refillable, A. '1'. Lain.on ................ 597.]]. 

appearance of an �mulsion, being milk white and smelled downfiow of water from which each fiood arose has �g;;.'e's��'l?�i�l�a:l�o:.· �i!i'?��:i:: "Match"b,ii:: 5\17,U:JO strongly of tnrpentine. ()an you give us Its formnla? been compnted and the results are given in tabnlar form. Spice box. 
A. Information on this subject, also formulas for tbe The 58 maps and charts are well executed. ��:c��v����������eb:.:C�· Lauten .............. 597.3W 

preparations for effecting the transfers are contained in Bracket. See Socket bracket. STEW ART'S TELEGRAPHIC CODE. By Brake See Back din b ke B' cle brake Su PPLEJrE NT, Nos. 1062,1122 and 1141, price 10 cents means of which any number, from WagOnbrake.pe al g ra . ICy . 
each by mail. one to a million, can be expressed by ��f::' ��,;;�g.:m��:;'fn,;.�t�rio�u���Jliig:·w:·ii: 597

.040 
(7322) J. J. W_ asks: Will you kindly a single word of not more than ten Bri3.�Va';,';;d;·C:·�;:·Pi-i(;tia;.(i.'.'.':::::::::::::::::::::: �:�� inform me throngh your Notes and Queries of the SCIEN- letters. By Charlel' Stewart. Saint �g���: ���:.el�'p-�a�:.��el..: .. :::::: :::: :'.::.:::::::: �',�l TrFrc AMERrcAN how to make a good black indelible Paul. 1897. Pp. 22 Price 25 cents. Broiler, J. Albri"ht. ... ...... . . .. . .. .. ... "." ....... 597.349 ink, snchas is nsed in marking and designing on linen This little book gives a convenient system for trans. Buckle , suspender. W. H. Jobnson .... " ........ 597,240 

and otller goods and snch tbat will not spread? A. See mlttIng numbers by telegraph, and will undoubtedly BurE:;:-UidS��e?a�u���.er. Hydrocarbon burner. 
formula in SUPPLEMENT, No. 1121, price 10 cents by mall. prove nsefnl to those who nse telegraph codes. (Continued on pa{1e 1]2) 
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