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THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE " MAINE" DISASTER. 

It i� lIOt within the province of the RCIEK'I'IFfC 

AlIIERICA;.v to di�cus� the political aspeets of the 
problenl whieh confronts this country with regard to 
Cu ba. It i� lIot for u� to determine IV hether the 
present cOlJ(Jition of this unhappy islall!l, blighted as 
it is by all the llIiseries of a two years' war, can be 
considered as affording- a casus belli between ourselve� 
and Spain. 

The blowing up of the battle�hip "lliaine," however, 
present� a problem of an entirely different cOlllplexion 
�one that has touched the nation to the quick. How 
deeply we have felt t he lo�s, aIltI appreciate the terri­
ble circumstances attending it, is �hown by the signifi­
cant, the portentolls, calnllle�s aut! �elf-restraint with 
which the situation Ims been eudllred. The attitude 
of the public has been one of auxion� aIltI patient ex­
peetation, in which hasty concilisious alld precipitate 
actions have lllet with universal disapproyal. 

The report of the Naval Court was llIade public by 
the President without a word of COJlllllent on Monday, 
March 28, and with regret we have to say that tl)e 
worst fears have been realizerl and the suspicion that 
the" Maine" was destroyed by a sublllarine mine is 
fully confirmed. 

The sUIlllllary of the official report has been pub­
lished in the daily press and is already widely known. 

On another page we reproduce the most important 
drawings which acccllupany the report, by stUdying 
which the present condition of the wreck wiil be made 
perfectly clear to our readers. 

The appearance of the wreck. as indicated by the 
drawings, proves not only that the ship was wrecked 
by explosives placed beneath her, but that the mine 
must have been of vast size and power. No automobile 
torpedo could have blown the central portion of the 
hull out of existence and forced the keel at frame 18 
right up through the body of the ship through a ver­
tical distance of thirty-four feet. ,Ye have on record, 
thanks to the Chilean war, concrete evidence of what 
effect a Whitehead torpedo will have against the hull 
of a ship like the" Maine." In that war the .- Blanco 
Encalada" was struck below the water line, at about 
the same point on the port bow as the "Maine," by a 
torpedo carrying 175 pounds of guncotton. The result 
was a horizontal rent in the plating, twenty-five feet 
in length and not over five feet in width at the widest 
part. The ship was raised and repaired, the injury 
being quite local. If it took 175 pounds of guncotton 
to produce a local rent in the " Blanco Encalada," it 
must ha\'e taken a simply enorlllous amount of ex­
plosive to produce the awful wreck of the hull of the 
"Maine" which is shown in the official drawings re­
ferred to. The tmring open and throwing back of the 
decks was undoubtedly the result of the subsequent 
explosion of one 01- more of the magazines within the 
ship. 

The scale on which the scheme of destruction was 
carried out was too elaborate for execution by private 
individuals, and it is unlikely, on account of tile risk 
to general shipping, that the mine was left to be ex­
ploded by being struck by a moving vessel. The 
.. Maine," lying at anchor, would swing about WIth 
change of . t ide over an arc some 700 feet in diallleter. 
The exact location of the mine III us t have been under­
stood by the conspirators on shore, and careful obser­
vation of the exact position of the" Maine" must have 
been obtained in order that the Illine could have been 
electrically exploded at the exact moment at which 
the ill-fated battleship floated m'er the fatal spot. 

The authors of this horrible catastrophe are un­
known. In all probability the solution of the ques­
tion will ever remain a mystery. It seems, however, 
impossible that a mine containing many hundred pounds 
()f guncotton or similar explosive could have been 
placed under the vessel after she was anchored there. 
[f a mine had been placed there before this particular 
point of anehorage had been selected, it must have 
been with the knowledge of the authorities. The fact 
that this place of anchorage was an unusual one and 
that, according to the reported evidence of Capt. Stev­
ens, of the" City of \Yashing

-
ton," it was the least used 

buoy in the harbor, and no warships had been moored 
there, to his knowledge, for fi\'e or six years, lends food 
for a terrible suspicion. It is doubtful, however, after 
all has been said and done, whether thecirculIlstantial ev­
idence surroundin�(the case can do any more than sug­
gest a strong suspicion of complicity on the part of some 
individuals who were familiar with the harbor and the 
conditions existing there. It is probable before this 
issne, o.n which we are now going to press, is publi�hed 
that the question of war or peace arising out of the 
political questions before mentioned will have been de­
cided upon. Should this not be the case, we see no 
reason why the question of the "Maine" explosion 
should not be adjusted consistently with our honor 
and the humiliation of Spain, without the terrible 
arbitrament of the sword. 

It does not seem to us that indemnity for the loss of 
the" Maine" would be an improper course for us to 
take. It is certain, however, that whatever form of in­
demnity may be determined upon, it must in<'iude the 
ultimate independence of the island of C II ba. We 
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speak of indemnity, not because we feel that the lo�s of 
the poor fellows on the ill-fated battleship is one which 
can be determined in cold dollar� and eents; not be 
cause we feel that a pllllitive award would repay us 
for the loss of the noble vessel uuder such circum· 
stances; not because it is pos�ible that an affair in 
which one'� honor is involved can be treated as a COlll­
Illercial contract, but because this is the end of the 
nineteenth century and the time has been reached 
when di'l'ferences, no matter how great their gravity, 
arising between nations as between individuals should 
be settled in sOllie other manner than by force of arms. 
We have reached the period when a new century is 
about to dawn, and with it, we hope, a civilization 
that will enable us to settle our quarrels on a plane 
somewhat higher than that of the savage. All praise 
is dl:le to the chief executive, who, during this time of 
crisis, has taken a wise and honorablE' course, and 
whose aim has been, as we believe it will be to the end, 
to preserve peace with honor. 

�---
A "QUEER" PATENT BILL. 

At this season of the year Congress is usually deluged 
with a lIlass of patent bills, which, as a rule, are a mix­
ture of good and evil. Some of them are drawn in en­
tire ignorance of the aims, purposes or working of our 
patent system. SOllle of them are introduced to ad· 
vance the peculiar theories of some enthusiast or to 
promote the particular interests of some locality. 
Some are Introduced by lllembers of Congress in good 
standing, but at the request of some constituent whose 
influence Illay not be dIsregarded. SOllle are introduced 
through llJoti\'es that it would require the art of thf) 
Magi to understand, and some through no motive at 
all. 'IV e yearly take occasion to COlllment upon some 
of these freltk bills. This year we have not given this 
class of legislation the usual attention, owing to war 
and rumors of war and other matters that ha ,'e needed 
urgent attention. 

One of the bills that falls within one or the other of 
the kinds of legislation referred 10 above is H. R. 5764, 
introduced by Mr. Reeves. This bill provides that any 
one may manufacture, sell and use a patented invention 
upon obtaining permission so to do from the COlllmis­
sioner of Patents. The inventor is required, before the 
issue of the patent, to file a sworn statement of the esti­
mated cost of manufacture" under favorable circum­
stances. and with proper machinery." Any perSOll, cor­
poration or manufacturing company shall have thp 
right to begin to manufacture under the patent, with or 
witlwnt the consent of the owner of the patent, upon 
depositing with the Commissioner a sum not less thall 
one percentum and not more than ten percentum of 
such estimated cost of manufacture. There is graciously 
included a provision, beautifully bound with red tape . 
whereby a fraction of the lIloney thus deposited shall 
actually Le paid to the paten tee_ Lest the inventor 
might be influenced by what Poe called" the Imp of the 
Perverse," and demur to the benevolence thus bestowed 
on him, there is another little joker provided in the 
form of an undisguised threat, and his patent is open 
to proceedings for its condelllnation-proceedings well 
calculated to be short, sharp and de'lisive. If the sub­
ject matter of the proposed law were encountered else­
where than in a bill actually presented in Congress, it 
might well pass as a delightful example of hUlllor pe­
culiarly American. Thus, any one having an acquaint­
ance with inventions and patents knows, if he knows 
anything, that it is very. often rather desirable to ob­
tain patent protection here and in Europe before sub­
mitting the invention for estimates of the cost of" proper 
machinery," and that the" favorable circulllstances" 
will depend on the size of the orders he can dispose of 
to the public. When any competitor lIlay manufac­
ture and sell without any cost of experimentation (the 
inventor having done all the experimenting), the large 
orders and" favorable circuIllstances" of the inventor 
will be made i mpossible. It is very clear that the in­
velitor's "favorable circllmstances" are not worrying 
the sponsors. The Commissioner of Patents is required 
to keep accounts, not of· one person, firm or corpora­
tion, but of all persons, firms and corporations seeking 
to manufacture the inventions of others�a pleasing 
prospect to an official who is not given assistants 
enough to carry on expec1itiollslv the ordinary routine 
bu�iness of the office. The COllllllissioller, under the 
provisions of this bilL however, would be expected to 
possess not only the vast knowledge and learning and 
experience that is now looked for in the incumbent of 
that office, but he will require an intellectual equip­
ment far transcending the marvelous endowments of 
the all-wise Solomon;· for he will be called upon to tell 
at a glance the proper value and fix a fair royalty upon 
the 20,000 or more patents which are issued annually. 
As every one knows who has had any experience in 
patent matters, there is no more difficult matter to de­
termine than the market value of an untried or unde­
veloped invention. Merit alone does not enable one tc 
cietermine sueh a value, as it is necessary that there 
should be a market: and the market value will fluc­
tuate with the extent and nature of the demand, and 
with the character and financi,1i "esources of tho�e who 
seek to obtain possession of the rights under t he patent. 
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There is lIO danger, however, that snch a bill will -be- less fl'equeutly than that in use above water, More- effects and will tend to the good of the incandescent 
come a law, Before such a measure could receive over, the moth'e power must be of a kind that will not gas industry. 
favorable consideration in Congress, some member fill the vessel with poisonous products of combustion, 
wou Id doubtless rise on the floor of the House and and, above all, an absolutely reliable system of air sup- THE BILL TO INCREASE THE PATENT OFFICE FORCE. 

would remind that body that the inventors are not ply must be provided for the crew. 
the only class benefited by wise patent laws. Such a In the century or more which has elapsed since 
one could not do better than use the words of the: serious attempts were first made to build a submarine 
Hon. '1'hos. A, Jenckes inan earnest address in Congress ! boat, America has played a n  important part, the first 
on April 22,1870, delivered in defense of our patent! at all practicable vessel being bui! t toward the close of 
system, in which he said :* the last century by Bushnell. This tiny craft all but 

"Now every invention published through the Patent succeeded in destroying the British ship" Eagle," and, 
Office adds something to our knowledge, and, if useful, considering the tun e in which it was built, there is more 
illcreases the material wealth of the world. And I do credit to be given to Bushnell's boat than any of its 
not hesitate to say that the sum of these values, the successors, which have had the experience of their 
aggregate increase to the wealth of this country, I predecessors to guide them. 
from the inventive genius of the people fostered and The celebrated Fulton was the next to grapple with 
protected by the patent laws, has been greater than the problem, and the story of his "Nautilus " is well 

The inventors and manufacturers of the country will 
learn with gratification that the bill for providing a 
moderate incr�ase in the Patent Office force, which was 
more fully referred to editorially in the SCIRNTIFTC 

AMERICAN of April 2, is meeting with strong official 
support, which is likely to secure its enactment into 
law. The CO l llmissioner of Patents under date April 16 
states that the members of the Senate Committee on 
Patents admit the urgency of the relief asked for in the 
bill. The passage of the bill will, without doubt, 
remedy the delay which now occurs in the examination 
of patent applications. The following urgent letter of 
the Commissioner sets forth the condition of the ('ase: 

that derived from the protective tariffs passed since known. Philips' boat, launched in 1851 on Lake Michi- DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE INTERIOR, 

the government was organized under the Constitution." gan, deserves notice, and next to that came the French UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

ANOTHER BIJ,L. boat .. Le Plongeur." The destruction of the United WASHINGTON, March 18,1898. 
Of a similar character with the above bill may be States steamer" Housatonic" by a submarine boat My DEAR MR. SECRETARY: Referring to my con­

mentioned Senate Bill 4239, introduced" by request." '1' showed the tremendous possibilities of this form of v ersations with you relative to an increased force for 
T his b ill is designed to fix the statute of limitation warfare. Passing by several ll Iore or less successful this office, I wish to report that Senator O. H. Platt, at 
within which suit must ue brought for infringement of . attempts aftt'r the civil war, we cOllie to the celebrated my suggestion, introduced the bill in the form of an 
a patent to a very short period. Anyone owning a Nordenfeldt boat, and later that of Goubet. Con- amendment to the sundry civil appropriation bill. I 
patent or an interest in a patent must bring suit against siderable claims are made for these craft and for the had a hearing before the cOlllmittee yesterday. Every 
any inventor or manufacturer infringing his patent French boats, "Zede" and "Gymnota," and the member of the committee present admitted the urgent 
within a term of one year from the date of said in-, Spanish boat "Peral." It is for obvious reasons dim· necessity for the relief we asked for, but doubted the 
fringement. The hardship of such a provision need I cult to obtain accurate information regarding the per- advisability of p utting it into that appropriation. 
not be dwelt upon by us. Our country is a very vast' formances of these vessels; but the fact that they are Upon their suggestion Senator Platt yesterday after· 
olle and extends over a territory of 3,000 HliJes from not being built in any numbers suggests that their noon introduced the bill as Senate bill 4168. 
shore to shore. Still an inventor living in a remote por- success has been limited. I wish you would send to Senator O. H. Platt at the 
tion of the country, perhaps, must begin suit against The Holland boat, wh ich is described elsewhere in earliest possible moment your approval of the measure. 
an infringing manufacture I' within one year, or forever our columns, is the last of several that have been built The passage of the bill would without doubt result in 
lose all right to recover either damages or royalty for by the inventor during the past twenty years. It elll- the earlier issue of patents and enable a more complete 
the use of his invention, even though he may be in bodies the results of a wide experience, and its trials in- and thorough examination to be made, thereby pre­
entire ignorance of said infringement. What is still dicate that the type contains all the elements of suc· venting the issue of many worthless patents. The 
more flagrant, he •• is forever debarred from collecting cess. The larger boat, the" Plunger," now completing public would be the gainers by this, and manufacturers 
damage from said . . manufacturer." Such a bill at Washington, will have speed, great offensive power: and inventors certainly would be greatly assisted and 
puts the impecunious inventor living in the country, and a wide radius of action. It will be capable of join- pleased, because they would have their applications 
who is unaware what progress a nd development is ing a fleet, cruising with it and forming part of the line passed t.o issue in better form and at an earlier date. 
being made in the industrial world, entirely at the of battle. In 1886 there were 188 examiners in this office, and at 
mercy of the manufacturing community. This is an It is scarcely necessary to point out t.he deadly exe- the present time there are 200 . The number of appli­
exception to the old saw, "Where ignorance is bliss 'tis cution whieh could be wrought by such a vessel, not cations received in 1886 was 35,968; in 1897 the number 
folly to be wise." A manufacturer might surreptitiously: merely at night, but in an open battle by day upon the was 47,905. There was, as you will see, an increase in 
manufacture a patented article and put it on the' high seas. If the ordinary torpedo boat destroyer, work of about 33 per cent, while the increase in force 
market in a remote section of the country, so that its which makes its dash upon the enemy in the open at is only 6 per cent. Each examiner in 1897 did at least 
introduction would not be known, and still, after hav- the risk of being sunk by gun fil'e, is so dreaded by the 17 per cent more work than in 1886 . 
ing had the articles on sale for a year, he becomes, larger warships, what shall be said of a torpedo boat The�e are a few of the reasons w hich lead me to ask 
owner of the patent in so far that, henceforward, he which can sink beneath the waves and deliver half a 
may continue the manufacture of sa me unmolested, dozen torpedoes from an unseen amI unassailable posi­
and the inventor, as against such infringer, has no tion? 
standing in court. Such a bill, if made a law, would If it is deadly by day and in the open, it will be 
bring about a system of such gross abuse and dis- doubly so by night. No searchlight would be powerful 
honesty as to serve in a little while to overturn our enough to detect the insignificant conning tower of an 
entire patent system. approaching submarine boat before it was well within 

• ••• • striking range. No roadstead would be secure from its 
THE SUBMARINE TORPEDO BOAT. attack, and no fleet would dare to enter a harbor de· 

Rightly or wrongly. the navai world believes that the fended by these invisible, swiftly mov!ng and destruc-

you to make the indorsement as strong as possible. 
I remain, very respectfully, yours, 

Hon. C. N. BLISS, C. H. DUELL, 

Secretary of the Interior. COll lmissioner. 
It is unnecessary to say that the bill has received the 

unqualified approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
who wrote an urgent letter to Senator Platt, as sug­
gested in the letter of the Commissioner. ........ 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL PASSED. Production of a successful submarine torpedo boat wiil t' I·ttl ft · d d ·t . d'ffi It t ·  . . t 
mark the greatest revolution that has ever occurred in 

Ive 1 e cra ; III ee , l IS I CU 0 lInagme JUs A bill appropriating a sum of $39,000,000 for naval 
naval warfare. The change from sails to steam, the in-

what would happen if a flotilla of these deadly little ves- purposes has been passed by the House. 'fhe alacrity 
sels were dispatch:d against a fleet of the enemy's ships. with which this important measure was disposed of troduction of armor plate, the breechloading gun. the _�� .. � 

advent of the torpedo and the torpedo boat, have all in THE WELSB AC; ���;NT SUSTAINED. 
was prompted, no doubt, by the extremely critical con-

their turn produced radical changes in the construc: dition of our relations with Spain and the growing 
The decision of Judge Townsend, a justice of the impression that hostilities might be precipitated at tion and the tactics of war vessels, but not any one of United States Circuit Court, on March 25, in the an early date. The bill authorizes the constrnction of them has ever produced the upheaval of long· establish· matter of the Welsbach Light Company vs the Sun th fi t I b ttl h' f b t 12 000 t d' d t th ' I '. " 

' .  - ree rs -c ass a es IpS 0 a ou , ons IS-e . cus oms or e distrust of accepted t leon�s WhICh. light InC'andescent Lamp Company, issues an injunc- 1 placement, together with twelve torpedo boats and Will occur on the day that a thoroughly practICal sub- tion against the latter company and calls for an ac I t I t d b t d t Th " I . b t - . " - we ve orpe 0 oa es royers. e orlglJla recom-manne oa makes Its appearance. countinO" It is the first decision rendered by the d t· ·t b f th H II d f Th . . . .  .... Inen a lon, as 1 came e ore e ouse, ca e or el e IS a general bellef that an effective under· water courts other than temporary inJ'unction cases wherein tl b ttl h' . t d b t d '  d t h· Id h h h' " 
, lree a es IpS, SIX orpe 0 oa s an SIX es royers. wars Ip w.ou ave � e. above-water s Ip at Its mercy, the Welsbach interests have sought to prevent others An amendment was offered to strike out two battle-and we thlllk the hehef IS well founded. from manufacturing mantles The case was based on h' d d bl th b f d ft b t Of all naval devices that have been made the object 

. s IpS an ou e e num er 0 torpe 0 cra ; u ,  
what is known as the Rawson patent, which recites a fortunately, "'!hile the latter part of the suggestion was of painstaking invention, there is probably none whose method of treating ma.ntles so that the strength of the followed, no reduction was made in the number of history at once dates back so far and includes so many material and the durability of form is imparted to the battleships. When these ships have been built, we repeated and heartbreaking failures. We say this fragile incandescing hood. The Rawsons were prac- shall possess twelve first.class battleships and between with the knowledge that submarine boats have been tical men and were prompt to recognize that the man- three and four dozen torpeao craft, large and small. built which have contained many of the elements in- tles required supplementary treatment to render them ..... .. ___ ............ ����_ dispensable to success. Unfortunately, in most cases rigid so that they could be transported safely. RELIEF FOR CUBAN FAMINE SUFFERERS. there have. been defects .which ultimately releg�t- It was found that paraffine answered the purpose, The Central Cuban Relief Committee, appointed by ed the deVICe to the rubbIsh heap. The reason for I and this use of paraffine or other suitable material was h the President of the United States, in this city, is under-t is is not .far to seek. Sub.marine .navigation and patented. The defendants set up that they wel'e not taking an excellent work in securing contributions warfare are III the nature of thmgs so difficult, are beset employing paraffine or any of its equivalents, using •. a of food, clothing, etc. , for the famine �ufferers in Cuba, with so JlIa�?, contingencies, that the s?ips i� which solution composed chiefly of collodion with the addi- and is planning to load a ship to be dispatched as soon they are carlled on must be marvels of mgenmty and tion of a small percentage of castor oil " 'bl h' h . t b II d th "N Y k t t· k'll d . . as POSSI e, W lC IS 0 e ca e e ew or and cons ruc Ive s I an must meet a number of exactmg Judge Townsend disregards the w hole question of . .  " requirements which never trouble the designer of a ship . . New Jersey Rehef ShIp. 

f th d· matenal, and says sweepmgly : , The graphic reports made by our visiting United o e or mary type. " Th ' t· f th t t ·  ·t t f d I F ' . . .  e Illven Ion 0 e pa en III sm rans erre States Senators of the serious condition of affairs in or mstance, m these days of 20-knot warships wIth. th W I b h tl f Ib t . t ·  t their great helm power, a successful submarine boat 
e 

t
� s

l 
aC

f 
man e r�I1

t
l
h
a 

t
a .ot

ra
h 

ory exper
f

un
l
e
l 

n m 0 Cu�a must n�cessarily enlis.t the sYllIpath� of al� who 
t . . ' . an ar 1(' e 0 COlllmerce, a 1 as success u y over- deSIre to alleVIate the suffermgs of the fauune-stncken mus be SWIft and capable of rapId maneuvermg It th b t l . l t d d h t b I . ' . come e o  s ac es prevIOus y encoun ere , an as ac- inhabitants. ,\Ve are advised that Mr. Stephen E. mus e ab e to run at vanous degrees of submerSIOn I' h d It ·t . t t th . . I . h " . . . comp IS e resu s qm e as lInpor an as e ongma Barton chairman 401 Temple Court' of this citv will Wit out any llablhty eIther to plunge or to nse to the W I b h '  t· . d ·t d F . th " , .  , 

surface It m . . .  e s ac Illven IOn, IS a ml te . 01 ese receive contributions and give information respecting . ust be capable of mamtammg the bame reasons this patent should not be narrowly interpreted th tt course after diving as it was h Id' th f It ' e lna er. o mg on e sur ace. but should be so construed as to cover a broad range ____ _ ••• ,.. .. ......... _.�_ must be capable of approaching the enemy unseen f . I t WI '1 II d' . t h . . � . . . . " . . ' 0 eqmva en s. )) e co 0 Ion IS no c eHIl- RAOUL PICTET III 1891) exposed hllllself, exceptmg hIS �r, Iftl;y part of It b� VISIble, It. must be so small as to cally an equivalent of a hydrocarbon resin gUill, and is i head, to a vpry low temperature in a refrigerator. e sa e rom destructIOn by rapid-fire guns. The boat not paraffine or shellac it performs the sallle function' TI .. t· f I'll f Id b t should be large enough to contain a full d . ' . " . ler.e was no
. 

sensa Ion as 0 c 11 rom �o , u . a 
b . . . crew an m the same manner and WIth the same result. tICklmg sensa,tlOn was felt both on the extel'Jor and m-a undance of ammumtlOn for there IS no reason to I h t th t I I '  I t · . 

tl t . ' . . . n s or e cour protects tie resu t Wit IOU regard tenor of the body. There was also a marked feelmg suppose la submarm�_ artllle�y w�mls�t h e  mark to the mat�rials which may be employed to attain of hunger. He says that for the first time in six yea.rs 
* This addrc,s is published in full in this week's SUPPLEMENT. that result. The decision will be far-reaching in its he was really able to enjoy food. 
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