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DELAY OF NEW YORK RAPID TRANSIT.

It is doubtful if the gentlemen who compose the Su-
preme Court Commission have ever carried a more seri-
ous responsibility than that just now incurred in decid-
ing the fate of the plans for rapid transit which were
prepared by the New York Rapid Transit Commission. '
It isnow about eighteen months since the first set of
plans were rejected by this court, mainly on the ground
that the cost was too great. In the interim the com-
mission has gone carefully into the question, with the
intention of offering amended plans to the court which
should embody its suggestions and avoid the objections

raised by the justices. The amended plans have cut
down the total cost one-half, or from about sixty mil-!
lion to less than thirty million dollars, and the griev-
ances of property holders on Broadway have been met
by abandoningthat thoroughfare altogether and adopt-
ing a parallel route on Eln Street. It is to be hoped.
that a decision will be rendered at the earliest possible
date, for the reason that the consolidation of the pres-
ent several municipalities which will constitute Greater
New York will take place on the first day of January,

11898, and if the inmediate construction of the proposed |

lines is to take place, the contracts must be let before
that date.
With the close of the year the present governing

gress could be made with rapid transit it would be ne-:
cessary to form a new commission and begin over again
the tedious prelimmary work.

Should the judgment of the comiission be unfavora-
ble or should it be rendered too late for the commence-
ment of construction, the city will find itself exactly
where it started many years ago, and all the time.
trouble and expense to which it has been put will have
gone for nothing.

A new and certainly unlooked for obstruction has
developed in the recent action of the Park Board.
Before the road can be built it is necessary to secure
not only the consent of the Supreme Court Comirission
but also of the Park Board, the latter having the
power of veto as regards such part of the route as
passes under the public parks. This is a wise provision,
and in this’ case the Park Board has suggested that
the location of the loop at the Battery be changed so
as to avoid certain large trees which are over the site
of the proposed structure. Under ordinary circum-
stances the change could no doubt be made, the curve
being swung a little one way or the other for the pur- !
pose. As it happens, however, the law does not per-:
mit any change to be made in the plans after they
have once been approved by the Mayor and the Board
of Aldermen, and if the Park Board should insist upon
this revision of the line, small as it is, the whole work
of securing the necessary consent will have to be gone
over again. But thisis a slow process, and the delay
(for reasons given above) will imperil the success of the
whole scheme. This being the case, it becomes a ques-
tion between the sacrifice of a few trees at the Battery
and the indefinite postponement of a great public
work of which the city stands in sore need. None can
be more solicitous than we are for the extension of tree
planting in this city and the preservation of the few

that we have ; but in the present dilenma we think .

the few trees which are threatened at the Battery
, should not stand for a moment in the way of an urgent
public necessity affecting the welfare of the capital
. city of the country.

It was only a few months ago that we were urging the
Board to remeqdy defects in the Harlem Speedway
which threatened the life of every tree that might be
planted therein. If the Board will be content to sac-
rifice the two or three trees at the Battery to a great
public necessity, and direct its energies to removing
the impediments to the growth of trees on the three

| mile planting spaces of the Speedway, it will serve the

.present and future interests of New York City to far

| better effect than by its present well meant but ill ad-
, vised obstruction of rapid transit.

In our last issue we illustrated the handsome sub-
way recently opened in Boston—a work that was not
projected until some years after the Rapid Transit
Commission of New York had commenced its labors. 1t
is mortifying to reflect that, even at this late hour, the
consummation of a similar work in the metropolis is in
danger of indefinite postponement.

—————— ——
THE SAFETY OF THE MODERN ELEVATOB

The recent fall of an elevator in one of the most mod-
ern of the New York office buildings, details of which
are given on another page, has again directed public
"attention to the question of the safety of elevators in

general, and it is possible that a degree of uneasiness may
be excited which is out of all proportion to the event.

The comparative novelty of the elevator and the fact:

that it carries its passengers in midair invest it with
ideas of greaterrisk than are commonly associated with
other methods of conveyance, as by train, car or steamn-
ship. Asa matterof fact, statistics show that, for the
number of passengers handled, the accidents are few-

er on first class elevators than upon street car lines’
It is claimed that the American Tract So- .

or railroads.
- ciety building elevators alone handle more passengers
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l'actual fall or a toorapid descent of the car.

in one day than leave and enter New York in the same
time over the tracks of the New York Central Railroad;
and it isa fact that the total numberof elevator passen-
gersonall the elevators of the city per day is many times
greater than the total number of passengers entering
or leaving New York City in twenty-four hours. The
loss of life, in proportion to the number of passengers
carried, is, however, remarkably small, the average
fatalities in bona fide passenger elevators due to defects
in the same for the past few years in New York City
being scarcely one per year—a figure which gives an
extraordinarily small fraction of one per cent per annum
on the total number carried.

The disablement or loss of life which results from the

; fall of an elevator is directly due to the same physical

cause—suddenly arrested motion—as that which occurs
in a railroad collision ; yet the passenger who steps
aboard an elevator with a passing thought as to the
distance he is suspended above ground, will sit with
perfect equanimity in a railroad car that is rushing
through a ecrowded train yard at a speed of from eighty
to one hundred feet a second.

To win the public confidence and maintain it is the
first care of the leading manufacturers of elevators,

~and there is no part of the mechanism that shows such

careful thought as the devices which guard against an
In most
cases, where the safety devices have failed, it will be
tound that the mishap was due to ignorance or care-
lessness on the part of the operators or engineers.
The efficiency of the most perfect device is, after all,
largely determined by the human element,which is more
or less inseparable from the operation of all so-called
automatic appliances. The owners of such buildings
as this should exercise the greatest care in the selec-
tion of the mechanics who are responsible for the over-
sight of the elevator mechanism ; and they should select
men who are capable not merely of running the plant
in its normal operation, but of safely adjusting it in all
cases of emergency.

———————— i A—-—————
WHEAT A8 A SOURCE OF PROSPEBITY

“It is an ill wind that blows nobody good,” and
while we sincerely regret the loss which has fallen upon
less favored countries, it is certainly for us a fortunate
coincidence that the abundance of our own harvests
this year should have been mnarked by a simultaneous
scarcity in the other wheat growing couuntries of the
world. Not only has the comparative failure of foreign
crops raised the price and increased the demand in the
great importing countries, but a favorable season has
so filled our granaries that the United States and Can
ada will have no difficulty in supplying their share of
the 411,200,000 bushels which the best authorities claim
will be the probable requirement of European coun-
tries. Their probable export this year will be 360,000,-
000 bushels, which would be 202,000,000 bushels more
than was ever before exported from these countries to
Europe, and an increase of over one hundred per cent
above the exports of the year ending July 31, 1897,
With wheat at a dollar a bushel, the truly enormous
wealth that will be poured into the lap of the farmer
,is at once evident.

From such figures as these, it is easy to realize how
vastly the prosperity of the country is affected by the
prosperity of the farmers. The wealth which has come
so suddenly—and to thousands of our farmers the har-
vest will bring a positive fortune—will much, if not
most of it, be circulated broadeast through the land. 1t
will go, and has already gone, to pay off the mortgage
which has hung like a millstone about the neck of the
husbandman. It will be spent in the purchase of much
needed machinery, in the rebailding or repair of farm
buildings and in the fencing of lands. The payment of
long standing debts at the country and city stores will
lighten the burden upon retail dealers, and in whole-
sale warehouse and retail store the pulses of trade are
already beating with something of their old-time vigor.
The orders that are flowing in trom the various jobbing
houses will be followed by heavy shipments of goods
throughout the country, and thus the railroads, which
have already profited by the transportation of the
wheat, will profit again by carrying the merchandise
which the wheat has enabled the farmer to purchase.
To the increased activity of the various manufacturing
industries which supply this inereased demand must be
added the greatest boon of all—a restored comumercial
confidence and a quickened credit.

From a contemplation of present good fortune it is
natural to look forward and ask what are the prospects
for the future. Are we to lapse again into the old stag-
nation or can we reckon upon a continuance of some
degree at least of the present agricultural prosperity ?
; The question has been recently discussed in a compre-
hensive address before the Pennsylvania State Millers’
Association by Dr. William P. Wilson, director of the
Philadelphia Commercial Museums. The address is
given in full in the current issue of the SUPPLEMENT.
In addition to its very complete statistics of the export
trade in wheat and flour, the address comprises an ex-
haustive review of the conditions of the countries from
which the world’s supply of these staples is derived.

1t is encouraging to learn that during the last five
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