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DISHONEST PATENT METHODS DETECTED.

Our recent comnments on the lottery system of patent
practice have attractedso much attention that it is evi-
I'dent that the evil is a great one. Itis well to be able
to punctuate remarks in abstract with examples from
practice, however unfortunate it may be that such ex-
amples should exist. 'Thepublic, however, it is to be
hoped, are awaking to the fact that|the personal ele-
ment in patent practice needs purification. Under ex-
isting conditions, inventors themselves must do the
purifying by selecting reputable firms for their repre-
sentatives in Patent Office proceedings.

The disreputable practitioner generally lays himself
|open to identification—distinctive earmarks are to be
idiscemed in his ways and methods. Anything savor-
‘ing of the gift enterprise should excite suspicion. A
flaring colored circular offering to give something for
nothing, one which tries to impress upon the constitu-
tionally sanguine inventor that it is a simnple matter to
make a paying invention, suggesting speciously the
probable sale of a patent under such terms as to read
almost like a guarantee on the part of the fir issuing
"the circular to effect the sale—such are means of identi-
fication.

The prelilninary search requires a certain time for its
execution, and a definite responsibility attaches to it.
Among the inducements offered by one of the firms
which we allude to is a free Preliininary Examination.
The effect of a preliminary search is often to show the
invention has been anticipated, and it is therefore obvi-
jous that a firmm anxious only for fees has no induce-
ment to make it a thorough one. As they claimn to
make it for nothing, a reasonable view of this case
would be that the examination would be worth to
the client precisely what it cost him, viz., nothing at
all.

We have received unsolicited, and from a stranger,

an amusing account of how he tested the value of"

the free Preliminary Examination methods. He pro-
cured from the Patent Office a copy of a patent, and
copied one of its drawings accurately, and from its
specifications compiled what purported to be a descrip-
tion of an invention. The alleged invention thus com-
' posed was submitted to a Washington firmm who advertise
exclusively in the papers, and also offer to make free
Preliminary Examinations. After a sufficient lapse of
time, he received what purported to be a typewritten
letter, evidently a lithographed forni, in terms quite
general and dpplicable to various cases, praising
the invention. This circular said as the result of
the preliminary search that the invention seemed
to be new and patentable and of so much value and
importance that the work of preparing the papers had
already been begun, in order to file the application in
the Patent Office before any one could steal the idea.

was entirely new.

tent authority, and the watechword of reformersin the
matter of invention is to be—** a title for the results of
invention founded, not upon *novelty,’ but upon such
novelty as renders invention of practical value to the
public.” In other words, ‘‘novelty” is always to be
construed ‘‘ novelty of practical value” in the public
sense.

The writer opens his argument by virtually begging
the question, or a large share of it, in stating that
there is no such thing as novelty in invention. He
makes this statement on the basis of the following
considerations: That the inventive faculty. consists,
first, in the power, conscious or unconscious, of trac-
ing the threads of intercausation which connect
natural phenomena, and, secondly, in the power of
grasping the definite results which follow ; that this
faculty is present moreor less in all mnen ; that it is so
rapid in its action in some men that its results seem
to be intuitive in their nature—as something born de
novo ; that the history of all great inventions includes
a prolonged preparatory study of the subject, followed
by the ‘“occurrence” of an idea and a long period of
hard work in evolving that idea to a practical result ;
and that, therefore, the novelty so generally considered
as anecessary condition of invention ‘‘does not, in point
of fact, exist as an intrinsic quality in any invention ; it
only exists as a sort of convenient fiction to mark the
individual value of results.”

To all of which it is sufficient to reply that the nov-
elty of patent law is relative and not absolute, being
based upon a careful comparison with previous inven-
tions, and that in this restricted sense it is not a *‘con-
venient fiction,” but an exact term with a clearly de-
fined meaning.

The writer then proceeds to show that so long as the
inventor is satisfied to find his sufficient reward in the
attainment of results, no one has any business either
with his laboror the natureof his results. But so soon

| as he steps beyond this boundary, and turns to his fel-

lows for recognition, and seeks from them a reward
based on the result of his labors, and if they respond

I'to his appeal, in the nature of things, real and mutual

obligations arise.
On the part of the inventor, it is claimed he should

'be prepared to demonstrate the truth and ** practical

novelty ” of his results, because hé is seeking from the
public something to which he has no right unless he
can prove these qualities to exist in what he offers to
their consideration, this proof constituting his title to
aright of property in these results. In other words.
the writer would not have a patent granted, as it now
is, upon novelty, but upon novelty and utility com-
| bined. With a view to ascertaining the extent of this
. ** practical novelty,” he would have all inventions sub-
Imitted to a ‘‘ competent authority,” presumably some

. 2| The letter is now in our possession, with a copy of the board of experts, who would examine and certify as to
2. patent from which the decoy was constructed. The results. If the invention proved on trial to be practi-
.22 report did not cite any patents or references as cal and useful, it would be favorably reported for the
:%t” touching or resembling the invention, and the inference |grant of a patent; if not, it would be recommended
_|to be drawn from the report was that the invention 'that none be given.

We refer to this matter at length because it is not by

Of course, no Preliminary Examination whatever had any means the first time it has been agitated. Some
been made, the firin in question not using any such.ten or twelve years ago a similar proposal was made in
method to enlighten their clients at the risk of losing i the English technical press, and attracted the usual at-

a dishonest or questionably earned fee. The skillful
make upof the letter is interesting. The appearance of
poorly impressed typewriting is reproduced perfectly.
The nameand title of invention are struck in with pre-
cisely the same colored ink as that in the text or body
of the letter. We have designated certain practices as
being in the order of lottery and gift enterprises. It is
hardly too mmuch to say that here we are brought face
to face with methods, if possible, even more ques-
tionable.

There is no patent bar, and no provision for ade-
quately coping with acts which are unprofessional, per-

haps not dishonest in the statutory degree, but in'

morals thoroughly bad. The professions of lawyer or
Lof physician are far better sateguarded, and it 1s to be
| hoped that we shall yet see a patent bar established,
admission to which shall only be granted to reputable
‘practitioners, membership 1n which should almost
| guarantee responsibility and honor, and whose mem-
! bers should be subject to suspension from practice for
- deeds of questionable honesty and unquestionable dis-
honor.

—etp—t— i ———
INVENTORS AND THEIR INVENTIONS,

A contemporary technical journal on the other side
of the water is lending its columns to the discussion of
. the question as to how the results of invention can

best be secured tothe inventor. Inarecent issueit pub-
lishes a lengthy letter, in which the writer inakes some
sweeping suggestions looking to the reform of patent
practice. The fact that a leading journal should have
requested such a letter, as the writer states, and given
it a prominent insertion, shows that its subject matter
is considered to be timely, and, to a certain degree, in-
dicative of the trend of public opinion on the question
. of patent practice as it exists in England.
| Briefly stated, the proposed reform consists of a

scheme for the examination and certification of the

s results of invention by an independent and compe-

© 1897 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC.

teution which is drawn to a novel and radical scheine.
It was shownto be altogether Utopian and impracti-
cable, and the agitation died a natural death.

Such a scheme would be fatal in principle and im-
possible to operate. It would be fatal to the progress
of invention, because many incomplete devices, which
contained the germs of a valuable invention, would be
refused a patent on the ground that they were not in
their incomnplete condition commercially useful. That
very protection which at present inakes sure to the in-
_ventor the earlier steps of his progress, and is an in-
ducement to persevering effort, would be removed. If
we were to erase from our own Patent Office records
all inventions which, while they showed ‘‘novelty,”
-would have failed to show ‘" practical novelty,” the resi-

due would be a small one. Theinstances ot inventions
which have contained all the elements of practical
utility in their first patent are comparatively rare. We
think that Elias Howe's poor little baster plate sewing
‘machine might have fared badly if submitted to a
! board of *‘examination and certification,” especially if
‘its members chanced to be interested in any of the
hand sewing establishinents of the day. Such, at least,
is the teaching of history. And if the practical novelty,
the commnercial utility of the first Bessemer patents
had determined their granting or rejection, we are
afraid that expert opinion, necessarily nore or less
prejudiced, might have set back the steel industry for
a full generation. The chief effect of such a scheme
would be to discourage invention, especially among
people of limited means and opportunities. Compara-
tively few would have the faith and courage to under-
go the long years of toil which have often been neces-
,sary before the last detail which makes a device com-
mercially useful has been worked out, and do this
i without receiving the protection and encouragement of
“the law. Under existing conditions. as soon as an in-
‘ventor has put his device into its first crude operative
 form, he may patent it; and being so far secured, he
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may proceed to develop it into a practical machine
ready for the market. It is this early alliance of the
law with the inventor which has made possible the
splendid developments of invention and discovery
which have marked the present century, and to sever
this alliance by any such means as suggested above
would be to discourage the inventive habit among the
people, and place its rewards apparently out of reach.

But over and above the objections to this scheme of
examination and certification of results on general
prineiples, it would involve such vast operations as to
be quite impracticable. The United States Patent
Office has granted in a single year as many as 26,292
patents, and the powers of the large staff of examiners
are necessarily taxed to the utmost in determining the
question of novelty in such a vast number of cases.
But if, in addition to the novelty, the Patént Office
or any other board had to determine by test the prac-
tical utility of each invention, it can easily be seen that
the cost and time required for such a work would render
it altogether impracticable.

THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA.

The ninth annual meeting of the Geological Society
of America washeld in one of the lecture halls of the
United States National Museum in Washington, D. C.,
from Tuesday to Thursday, Dec. 29 to 31, 1896, inclusive.
It was noted as being the largest and best winter meet-
ing the society has ever held. Washington has become a
center of attraction for all classes of scientists and es-
pecially so for geologists, since the establishment of the
headquarters of the national geological survey here
necessitates the residence of a numerous body of geolo-
gists in the city during the winter.

The society was welecomed by Dr. Charles D. Wal-
cott, the directorof the United States Geological Sur-
vey, who suggested the idea of having Washington as
the permanent place of meeting, especially ~for the
annual winter meeting. Prof. Joseph Le Conte, presi-
dent of the society, also fervently approved of the sug-
gestion, but no action was taken.

Since the report of a year ago the society has lost
three names from its list by death. These members
were Prof. Robert Hay, of the Kansas State and after-
ward of the United States Geological Survey, Charles
Wachsimuth, the noted student of fossil crinoids, and
N. J. Giroux. Appropriate memorials of these men
were read at the first session of the meeting. Seven
new members were elected to the society, making a
total of 240 fellows. This makes a net gain of ten in
membership during the past year, which is very satis-
factory, considering the continued financial depression.
The chief feature of the meeting may be considered to
be the presidential address. This was delivered by
Prof. Joseph Le Conte, professor of geology in the Uni-
versity of California, whose name is well known
throughout the country on account of his masterly
text books on the science. His subject was, ** The dif-
ferent kinds of earth crust movements and their
causes,” and he said in part :

Well nigh the whole drama of the forces at work on
the earth is actuated by the sun, and all the phenomena
of natural, physical, mental and social life arise from
the same source. Igneous geological forces are the
exception to this rule. There are, therefore, two
groups of forces at work shaping the earth, the external
or sun derived and the internal or earth derived. As
an exainple of the former may be cited the agents of
subaerial erosion, and of the latter, volecanic activity.
The forces coming from the sun tend to reduce the in-
equalities of the earth’s surface, whereas the others
tend to increase the inequalities and accentuate the
differences of level. The first set wears down, the
second builds up.

As in biological science nearly the whole advance to
the present time has been made by studying external
phenomena, and the next advance must be made by
intimate study of internal phenomena, so in geology
much has been done by studying the forms produced
by erosion and other external activities, but now at-
tention is mainly devoted to the attempt to learn about
the interior of the earth. Volcanoes and earthquakes
are manifestations of grand internal crustal move-
ments.

Internal or earth derived movements of the crust
may readily be separated into four groups:

1. Primitive movements, by which oceans and conti-
nents have become differentiated.

2. Those by which mountain ranges have been
made.

3. Oscillatory movements, or those which are not
continuous in one direction.

4. Movements which have been determined by the
transfer of load from one part of the earth’s surface
to another. This last group may .not properly belong
here, because the transfer is due to the sun. The loads
referred to may be of ice or of sediment, and their
transfer results in the vertical movement of great crus-
tal blocks.

Tke forces of the first two groups are primary, con-
tinuous and cumulative, while those of the other groups
are secondary and oscillatory and tend to hide or ob-
scure what has been done by the first two.

Assuming that the earth was once an incandescent,
fused spheroid of much greater size than now, had the
material of which it was ecomposed been homogeneous,
the surface formed on solidification would have been
even. Variations in density produced inequalities in
‘thesurface, the denser portions sinking. This factor
alone would not have produced great depressions, but
the denser areas would be more conductive of heat than
the lighter, which would act with the other to produce
the beginnings of the oceanic depressions and the con- |
tinental elevations. The primeval ocean may have'
been universal and the continued contraction of the
crust would deepen the beds and separate the bodies
of water by means of continents. The permaneney of
the relative positions of ocean basins and continental
areas was first promulgated by the late Prof. J. D. |
Dana and the doctrine is now generally accepted. The:
mean depth of the ocean is two and one-half miles and
the mean elevation of the land is one-third of a mile, so
that the average inequality of the earth’s surface is less
than three miles. This is about 1355 of the earth’s ra-
dius and would be represented by a differenceof § inch
on a globe two feet in diameter.

The portions of the fused globe which were to become
land areas would be the first to crust over on solidify-
ing, because non-conductivity would prevent transfer-
ence of heat fromr the interior to the surface, and the
bottoms of the ocean depressions, having higher con-
ductivity, would retain a high temperature longer and
“would be the last to ecrust over. The suboceanic earth
| material to the center of the earth is denser than the
! subeontinental material in the ratio of the subeonti-
nental area to that of the suboceanic area.

The second group of earth derived forces are those

producing mountain ranges, and are manifested as lat-
eral thrusts. The features of the earth’s surface thus '
produced are permanent in their character. Objec-
tion has been made to the theory of lateral thrust on-
account of the alleged shallow depth of the level of
no strain. The earth increases in temperature as we
go down, conductivity also increases, and density
grows higher as we approach the center of the earth.
Initial temperature probably increased with depth.
All these factors lower the level of no strain and result
.in practically eliminating it from the problem. The
lateral thrusts then resulting from contraction due to
cooling are potent factors in the formation of mountain
ranges.

The third group of forces produce vertical oscillatory
crustal movements, and their effects are shown by
numerous unconformities in strata. An example of
this group is the Colorado plateau. This was sea bot-
tom from the carboniferous to the end of cretaceous
time, receiving from 12,000 to 15,000 feet of sediments.
At the end of the cretaceous this mass began to rise
and is still rising, although it has already been elevated
more than 20,000 feet. But unconformities beneath
,the carboniferous strata show that the region went
through several great oscillations before that time.
More recent and widespread were the oscillations which
took place during and after the glacial period. These
amounted to thousands of feet and affected large areas.
‘These are examples of the commonest of the move-
ments of the earth’s crust, but the question of their
cause is the most inexplicable problem in geology, and
no glimmmer of light has yet been thrown upon it.

The fourth group of movements are those caused by
gravitative readjustments of the crust. This is the
;doctrine of isostasy as enunciated by Major C. E.
: Dutton and others. A continuous transfer of material
: from one place to another must eventually be attended
i by subsidence where great deposits are forming and by
elevation where erosion is taking place, but we must
not conclude from this that all subsidence is caused by
sedimentation and all elevation by removal of material
by erosion. Isostasy does not explain the formation of
mountain ranges like the Appalachians, the Wahsatch,
the Sierra Nevada, etc. Mountain ranges are not now
as formerly supposed to have been made by one set of
forces ; they are thought to be the result of a combina-
tion of forees, and monoclinal uplifts join with others
in their formation.

Prof. Le Conte’s address was listened to by a large
and appeciative audience, which nearly filled the lec-
ture room of the Columbian University. The officers
of the society for the ensuing year are: Preésident,
Prof. Edward Orton, of Columbus, Ohio; vice-presi-
dents, Profs. J. J. Stevenson, of New York City, and
B. K. Emerson, of Amherst, Mass.; secretary, Prof. H.
L. Fairchild, of Rochester ; treasurer, Dr. 1. C. White,
of Morgantown, W. Va.; editor, J. Stanley-Brown,
of Washington, D. C. The newly elected fellows of
the society are: R. M. Bagg, E. H. Barbour, S. W.
Beyer, A. P. Coleman, H. 8. Gane, J. B. Porter, A. C.
Spencer.

More than fifty papers, covering a very wide range of
subjects, were presented at the meeting.

’ A NEwW STEAMSHIP LINE.—The Belgian Steamnship
Company has made an arrangement with the Canadian
government for the establishment of a fortnight!y ser-
vice of steamers between Antwerp and Canada.—Uh-

land’s Wochenschrift.
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‘The Overproduction of Books.

The enormous output of books in late years surprises
everyone ; few facts are more familiar, few are more
comnmonly remarked, and few arouse such confusion of
mind as to where they came from, why they exist, and
how they find buyers and readers. In the year 1895 no
fewer than 5,580 new books were published in England,
besides 935 new editions of old books. In a single
month the New York Times, to which we are indebted
for these facts, has received more than 400 books for
review.

The output is indeed so large that one might be
tempted to infer that the proportion of books publish-
ed to manuscripts offered for publication is becoming
every year much larger than it formerly was. But the
fact appears to be that this proportion, instead of

' changing in that way, is changing in the other direction.

With all the increase in publications, there has also
been increase in writing. Frederick Macmillan, at a
recent dinner in London, stated that his house in one
year had accepted only 22 books out of 315 that were sub-
mitted ; while Mr. A. Chatto, in a published interview,
affirmed that his house accepted an average of only
about 13 for every 500 submitted.

Surrounded as we have been by a flood, we have,
therefore, to thank the publishers that we are not in
the midst of a deluge. Assuming that Mr. Macmillan’s
ratio is the ratio of all publishers, and provided all
submitted manuscripts had been published, but ex-
cluding the unknown factor that the same manuseript
was often submitted to several publishers, we should
have had instead of 5,580 new books, 72,540 ; while the
same computation, with Mr. Chatto’s figures as a guide,
would have given us 212,040 books, or nearly 700 for
each day of the year, exclusive of Sundays!

The causes of this increase in the number of books

_are not far to seek. Cheapness of production—cheaper

composition, cheaper paper, cheaper binding—is a
great one, but a greater is the increase in the number
of those who read. Popular education here shows
some of the results of its work. But who shall say why
313 persons should continue to write books when only
22 can have them accepted, or why 500 should write
them when only 13 can hope for acceptance? Is this
also due to the spread of popular education and the
resultant ambition to write ?

The ability to write has become a common accom-
plishment ; that is, the ability to write what is fairly
grammatical. Scores of persons who write books
which they hope to see published probably do not
realize that something more than correct sentences is
necessary. Provided they have a subject, with some
knowledge of it, all that remains necessary from their
standpoint is to write correctly. They do not know
that correct writing no more makes a good writer than
correct use of mechanics’ tools makes an architect. No
mere grammarian ever was an artist in words ; in-
deed, the greatest artists in words have sometimes not
been grammarians at all.

The future probably holds for us little hope that the
number of books will decline ; on thecontrary, they are
more likely to increase in number with the years. But
we need not despair; despair remains only for the
librarians—for Mr. Spofford and Dr. Billings. The
great public will be protected, for the good books will
live, and the bad ones will surely die—and the death will
be a natural one. There were millions of houses in the
ancient world, but only one Parthenon. Italy has had
millions of buildings, but the Pantheon, St. Mark’s,
and St. Peter’s still stand, as they will stand for some
ages longer. We may get our 5,000 or our 10,000 books
each year, but it will still remain true that net more
than one really great book can be produeed in a cen-
tury or so. Europe waited several centuries to get her
Dante, her Shakespeare, her Moliere, her Cervantes.
Meanwhile, with the second great ones came whole
regiments of lesser men, who had their brief reward,
and then went each his silent way, book in hand, into
the unknown beyond.

-

What a Pennyworth of Gas Can Do.

In a lecture recently delivered at the Royal Vietoria
Hall, London, says the Practical Engineer, Prof. Carl-
ton J. Lambert stated that 37 cubic feet of gas, which
is valued at one penny (two cents), and weighs about
1}{ pounds, can generate about 1 pound of water when
burned, and about 19 cubic feet of carbonic acid. It
can heat 30 gallons of water from 50° to 110° for a bath,
or it can boil 8 gallons of water in good kettles, and
make tea for 64 persons, It can work a 1 horse power
gas engine for one hour, or lift a weight of 88 tons 10
feet high, doing the work of six men for one hour. It
can melt 10 pounds of iron, and make a casting in 20
minutes, which ordinarily would require two hours
and 30 pounds of coke. It can braze a metal joint in
two minutes, which would require 20 minutes in a
forge. If burned in a 6 inch flue for ventilation pur-
poses, it can induce 80,000 cubic feet of pure air. It
can give you a brilliant light (Welsbach incandescent)
of 50 candle power for nine hours. It can,in a good
radiating stove, comfortably warm a room 16 feet
square for an hour. It can easily cook a dinner for
eight persons.
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