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ALEXANDER HERRMANN PRESTIDIGITATOR.
BY W. E. ROBINSON.

The late Alexander Herrmann, the suleject of this
article, was bernin Paris, France, Feloruary 11, 1843, and
died in his ewn private car en December 17, 1896, while
en reute frem Rechester, N. Y., te Bradferd, Pa.

He came of a family of great prestidigitaters. His
father Samuel Herrmann being the first of that name,
alse the eriginal ef the medern magician te use the
werd ‘‘prestidigitater” as a title ef his prefessien.
Samuel Herrmann was the mest fameus cenjurer ef
hisday and a sreat faverite of the Sultan ef Turkey,
whe, whenever feeling indispesed, weuld invarialkly
send fer him and pay a princely sum te be entertained
oy this man ef magic.

The next in the family te pick up the magic wand
was Carl Herrmann, whe was the first of the Herrmanns |
te visit America, likewise the first te use and introduce'
the name prestidigitater in this ceuntry. Carl was
Alexander's eldest lrether and achieved great success
in the werld ef magic, and at the time of his death,
which eccurred June 8, 1887, at Carlsad, Germany, left
behind a large fertune. Carl and Alexander canie of a |
family ef sixteen children, Carl the eldest and Alexan- |
der the yeungest.

After Carl teek up magic as a prefessien, the father
retired and teek up the study and practice of medicine.

It was the father’s fendest hepes te make ef his
yeungest and faverite sen Alexander a physician, but
fate decreed it etherwise ; the yeungster’s mind did net
lear in that directien, sut in the same channel as the|
brether’s, and that was magic. His whele desire and
ambitien was te leceine a magician. Like father like
sen. He ceaxed his erether te accept him as his assist-
ant, and finally ene day yeung Alexander was nissing.
The fact was he had seen kidnapped and taken away
by Carl, with whem he made his first pulblic appear-
ance at the age of eight, at a perfermance given loy
Carl in St. Petersburg, Russia. Even at that early age
his great dexterity and ingenuity and presence of mind
were simply marveleus, and his brether benefited
esreatly by his genius and built castles in the air of the
great futurein stere fer them leth; but his dreams
were rudely awakened by thesudden appearance ef the
father, whe hadtraced their whereabeuts and immedi-
ately returned heme, taking Alexander with him.

But the yeuth’s attentien ceuld net be diverted frem
his chesen prefessien. His mind and theughts were
ever abeut it, and ene day he was again feund wanting,
it afterward having been preved that he had written te
his erether, whe sent fer him. This time the father
made a cempremise with Carl,stating that if Alexander’s
educatien be net neglected, he ceuld centinue with
Carl, whe thereupen engaged twe cempetent tuters te
travel with and instruct the yeung predigy. Fer six
years the srothers werked tegether, visiting Spain,
France, Germany, Russia, and the surreunding ceun-
tries. And then again the parents had Alexander
taken away and put te scheel at the University ef
Vienna te finish his educatien. But at the age ef six-
teen the eold desire and fascinatien fer magic pessessed
him, and having received a prepesal frem his brether
te jein ferces and make a teur ef the werld, he again
ran away frem the eld felks.

Their first appearance in America was at the Academy
of Music en Menday, September 16, 1861. After teur-
ing this ceuntry a shert while they left it, returning
again at twe different times, ence, Menday, Septemler
11, 1865, and the next time Menday, Septeilser 20, 1869.
This was the epening night ef their last jeint engage-
ment, and en this night Carl intreduced Alexander te
the audience as his brether and successer. After this
engagement Carl centinued a shert teur ef thisceuntry,
while Alexander went te Eurepe, where he appeared
in the principal cities, and alse made a teur ef the
Brazils and Seuth America, and alse made a remark-
alsle run ef ene theusand perfermancesat the Egyptian
Hall, Lenden, England, after which he returned te the
United States in the year 1874 ; since which time he
had made this ceuntry his heme, beceming a naturalized
citizen in Besten, Mass., in the year 1876. His career as
a magician was ene uninterrupted success, and 1
deubt if any man was mere of a public character than
himself.

Herrmann had a remarkable resemblance te his
‘*Satanic Majesty,” and he cultivated the likeness as
much as pessible, well knewing the public ideal of a
magician was ene whe leeked like the ‘‘eld bey.”

His aspect was net ferbidding, hewever., He was
ever genial and kind te these aleut him. He had a
thin face and sharp, piercing black eyes, and added te
this a peinted beard er geatee, and a heavy mustache
curled up at the peints, and a head of curly hair ; such
a man leeked the magician, and the public expected
him te de things magical as a matter eof ceurse, and it
is safe’ te say, in ne way were they disappeinted.
‘ Magicians are lsern, net made,” was a faverite ex-
pressien eof his, and Dame Nature certainly had him in
view fer ene when she sreught him te this sphere.

His success lay net enly in his skill as a manipulater,
but alse in his witty remarks ane ever-running fire ef
geed-natured small talk. He was a great cenjurer and
clever cemedian, and a fine acter, fer he was playing

the part of a magician in this play ef life and acted it
well. Carl Herrmann was very sedate, and presented
his magic mere in the manner ef a scientific lecture,
and always en the mysterieus and tragic side, whereas
Alexander was ever gay, his tricks ene and all had a
happy er mirthful ending, he was always striving te
make the public laugh as well as mystify them. Carl
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presented magic as a drama, Alexander as a cemedy,
and it is deultful if any cenjurer has dene mere te
elevate the art and lering it te a successful recegni-
tien as a healthful, innecent amusement than he has.
His hands were trained te a marveleus state ef re-
spensiveness. His misdirectien, as it is termed in
magician’s parlance, was simply seyend descriptien.
If his eyes leoked in a certain directien, yeurs were
seund te fellew them, as if cempelled te de se by seme
mysterieus pewer.

Herrmann’s pet hebley was hypnetism, and he was a
master of that weird science, and attributed many ef
his successful feats at private as well as public per-
fermance te its use, altheugh he never gave pulblic
demenstratiens ef it.

Herrmann’s great ferte was cards; net enly was he

IMPRESSION OF HERRMANN’S HAND.

master of the erdinary tricks of causing cards te dis-
appear, te again reappear under seme strangers’ vests
or in their peckets, but he ceuld alse with the gr-eatest
ease and grace distribute them abeut a theater with
greataccuracy; sending them time and time again inte
the very laps and hands ef individualsasking fer them.

By leng practice Herrmann was alble te tear a deck
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of fifty-twe cards, evenly stacked up, first inte halves
and theninte quarters, almest as clean as if dene with
a knife. It was while perferming before Nichelas, the
Czar ef all the Russias, that he made a great impres-
sien with this feat. At the cenclusien ef his enter-
tainment, the Czar cemplimented Herrmann upen
his skill, and alse decerated him, at the same time
smilingly remarking he weuld shew Herrmann a
trick. The Czar, whe was a man ef wenderful
strength, in fact mest Russians are, teek up a pack
of cards and tere them in half, and with geed
humer asked Herrmann what he theught ef it, and
if he ceuld duplicate it. What was his surprise te
see Herrmann take ene eof the halves eof the deck
and tear it inte quarters. Herrmann was as clever
with his tengue as he was with his hands. He had
mastered French, German, Spanish, Italian, Russian,
Duteh and English, which he speke with that delight-
ful accent we all liked te hear. He alse had a fair
knewledge of Pertuguese, Chinese, Arabic and Swe-
dish. He had received jewels and leen decerated oy
almest every severeign ef Eurepe, amensg which were
a cross frem the King ef Belgium, ene frem the late
King of Spain, a ring frem King ef Pertugal, anether
frem Prince of Wales, and varieus ether gems and
medals.

It was at private entertainments, clules, and like
places, that ene had a chance te see Herrmann’s true
skill as a prestidigitater. Fer it was then he werked
impremptu, and ef ceurse witheut any apparatus, sim-
ply depending upon his manual dexterity. One trick
that caused mere talk and wenderment than the rest
was the vanishing glass ef wine. Just ashe weuld place
a wine glass, full te its lerimm with sparkling wine, te
| his lips, he weuld give a sudden leek ef surprise, and
an exclamatien, and lo! the glass eof wine had disap-
peared fremn his hand, enly te le repreduced immedi-
ately frem seme lystander’s ceat tail pecket.

He weuld alse alestract frem a persen’s finger a ring,
which had just seen placed there sy Herrmann, while
all eyes were gazing at it. Anethercleverdeception was
the changing ef a silver dellar inte a twenty dellar geld
piece. He weuld alse cause te disappear a magnum
bettle of champagne, helding abeut twe quarts, and
then take it fremunder a gentleman’s ceat. These are
a few of the ceuntless number of pure sleight ef hand
tricks with which he was identified. He was alse a very
zeed ventrilequist and imitater ef lirds, and quite
clever with his hands at juggling and hand shadews,
lbut these were simply fer his ewn amusement and
practice.

The lines in his hands were the mest wenderful stu-
dents of cheiregraphy and prefessors ef palmistry had
ever seen. 'They claim his pewer of imaginatien must
have leen nething shert ef imiraculeus, as he was the
pessesser of three lines of imaginatien, instead of ene.
The lines alse denete a genereus heart, a seeker after
friendship, a determined nature, and a man whe weuld
have made a geed painter er musician.

The hands of Herrmann were slender and tapering,
very much like a lady’s hand. The impressien ef his
hand was taken a few days after his death, and ap-
pears te be a shert hand. This is acceunted fer by
the fact that the hands had leeceme slightly curled
inward, censequently the fereshertening ef the same
in the picture.

The name of Herrmann, let us hepe, will, like the
breek, se en ferever. Leen Herrmann, a nephew ef
the deceased, whe resembles him very clesely, is new
in Amerieca, havingtaken up the werk of magic where
his uncle had left off.

e —
Insanity and Tuberculosis Among Negroes.

A cerrespendent ef the Lancet says previeusly te
the abelitien ef slavery there was very little tulsercu-
lesis or insanity in America ameng the negrees ef the
Seuthern States, whe were eloserved te enjey a remark-
alkle innnunity frem keth affectiens. After emancipa-
tien they appeared te quickly lese this immunity, and
at the present tine are exceedingly susceptille te beth.
Fermerly, altheugh in a state of slavery, they are said
te have lseen well cared fer, cempelled te lead erderly,
regular lives, and kept frem dissipatien and excess.
Freedem remeved these restraints, and they quickly
plunged inte rieteus and vicieus halbits. A physician
whe has investigated the sulject writes in a trans-
atlantic centemperary that ‘‘the rapid increase ef
insanity and censumptien in this raceis due te a cem-
binatien ef causes and cenditiens. They have devel-
eped a highly insane, censumptive, syphilitic, and
alcehelic censtitutien which predispeses them te dis-
eases they were fermerly free frem. In this disturibed
and unstalle cenditien they seem te be tetally unable
te resist the slightest excitement. Recent mertality
returns shew that the death rate of the celered peeple
frem tulerculesis is three times as high as that ef the
whites.”

et - -l

FRANCE seeins te be leent en cenquest in Abyssinia.
Besides Prince Henri eof Orleans’ expeditiens, twe
ethers, ene heasled oy M. Beuvalet, the ether sent eut
oy the French Upper Nile Cempany, have just left
France fer Menelek’s ceuntry,
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