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I THE SINKING OF THE BATTLESHIP TEXAS. 

I 
THE CLOSE OF THE VENEZUEL�� DIFFICULTY. 

I That most unlucky of all the ships of our navy, the The cause of civilization has won a bloodless victory 
I Texas, has added one more accident to the long list in the agreement which has recently been reached by 

I which lies to her . credit bJ going to the bottom as she the governments of the United States and Great Britai� 
lay at her moormgs at the Brooklyn Navy Yard last on the Venezuela,n question. That the result was an-I week. ticipated robs it of none of its value or significance. 

: As far as can be learned at this early stage of the It is but a few months since the two greatest nations 
No. 361 llUOAD\VAY, N]�W YORK. I inquiry, it looks as though the accident was due to an upon earth, who claim to be the exponents of all that 
======================== 'attempt to make repairs upon the ship's starboard is best in modern civilization, were confronting each 

TERMS FOR 'I'UE SCIENTIFIU AMERICAN. II injection valve while she was afloat. The injection other almost with hand upon the sword-hilt. There 
m.tablished ] �<I;,).) valvCl controls the admission of sea water to the con- was discernible an ill-suppressed exultation among 

One CQPY, Qne year. for tbe U. S .. Ca,!ada Qr MexICo. .................. 83.\10 I de�sers, �nd is situat�d near the entrance of a pipe, those �ations which are as yet under the thralldom of 8�:g�g::o"�! �e����:,s;,i,�t��':i!{n �;;���;�o�£a�e
e:��;,'id:ti6 i68: '5d: l:�g I which pierces the ship's bottom, and conducts water despotic power at the bare suggestion of a struggle to 

Remit by PQstal Qr expreBB mQney Qrd.r, or by bank draft Qr cbeck. ,directly from the sea to the condensers. It appears the death between the two great branches of the 
MUNN & CO.,361 BrQadwaY,cQrnerof Franklin Street, New YQrk. that this apparatus was being overhauled, and that a Anglo-Saxon race, which, under systems of government 

The Scielllifi c AmericRn Snpplement temporary valve had been put in with a view to ena- that differ chiefly in name, have proved that the free-
(E8tllblished IS16) bling the repairs to be made without placing the Texas dom of the individual and the sovereignty of the 

:: fs�������:g.�rfI1i���h���t�������i�:lftr��!�o ia:e�.s.!i,ff��':%Esfz� in dry dock. Why this work was done afloat can only people are the true secret of national wealth, power, 
l5�m �c;::r�11�� ��¥rW.��an;t;r�'�� ki.�:::,��r��Q� ;���';,�PliEr.���: be surmised; but we can well understand that there is and contentment. The mere thought of war made two ��IlJ'b'i�fl �':,�:J���e��I��:��:�gJ��b�Q����Pr��Q8ee ����e��g��Tl�tC��::: a reluctance to put the Texas in dry dock oftener than things apparent, name loy, that it would have been the 
w

i\\'�!'���f(L�t���·v;a�.
h:Q 

8g!:N:Ja:�s/�E�����'a���a ��tr.,���Q��� is necessary, on account of the serious straining of her most awful conflict in the history of mankind, both for 
receipt of seven dollars. To. fQrei�n cOunt,Tle., eight crollars and ftfty cents structure which took place on the last occasion of her its intrinsic horrors and for its irreparable loss ' anO a year, Qr £1 Us.l1d., IlQotage prepaId. I . ' 

Building "dition of Scientific Amel'ican. I dockmg at this navy yard. that the cause of civilization would have been thrown 
(Established 1 ISS;,).) The valve by which the main injection pipe is closed back half a century. 

1'HE BUILDIN G EDITION OF THE SCiENTII'W AMERICAN is a larlle and is operated by a screw which works in a stout yoke. It But it was not to be. The spread of education, 
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Q�u���� appears to have been this yoke which parted and al- the broadening of international sympathies, en light­
�uN����a!:i� ��t�t�:'�r�r�Q���t;�r:�t

Q:��,�t�:S![.�b��S,'i:':�\���.R�b��� lowed the sea water to flow in through the 13 inch ened views of the true relations of peoples and natIOn· 
"��:�le
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Q
pf�,D�::'ln't:.e ��l��f. ��i:n';Q�!r\· �n��U8�li�ed States. Canada pipe, with the result that the engine room and stoke-. alities to one another, and above all the increasmg con­

Z�:�;�cJ'j.:e�(;'/:��LD1� Gf'M;;��0�:;ftt�i��'I�!r,F�J.r.iE�C!V��'Q�<I,; hold were flooded, the water gaining so rapidly that· trol of passion by reason in the individual, are respon­
address, $5.00 a year. To. fQreillO cQuntries, $6.50 a year, Qr £1 1is.9d. the Texas sank until she rested upon the mud at the sible for the present amicable settlement of the diffi-Combined rate fQr BUILDING EDITION t>CIENTIFIC AMERICAN and SUP- , 

" PLEMENT, $9.00 a year. To. fnr.lgn cQuntries, $11.00 a year, Qr .£o� 58. 2d., bottom of the East RIver. That she did not disappear culty. " Peace hath her victories as well as war," and PQ.talte prepaid. i altogether is due to the fact that there was not sufficient no triumph of arms, however brilliant, llould have shed 
Kxpul't Edilion of the Scienlific American I dept.h of water at this point to cover her; had the acci- the glory upon either nation which is cast upon them 

(Established 1�1S) I dent happened in deeper water, this battleship would collectively in the hour of their mutual forbearance. with which I� Incorporated •• LA AMl!:RICA CIENTIFrCA E [NDUSTRIAL," ur • •  • �pani�b \lditlQn Qf the SCIEl:ITll'IC AMERICAN'lublisbed m�tbIY. unl- now be out of SIght, possIbly for good. As It was, the The first definite announcement of the event came 
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finest:ge��i;';� divers were able to plug up the valve, !Uld, with the as- from Lord Salisbury at the banquet attending the in­

W.���tf��\e:�Kf:�i.ro:P��nr;!a�I�'il'degoult '1'.i,�:l��� S'�:I'1,U'f.¥''dU�p£W�'t; ptQ':.� slstance of a few wreckin� tugs, the water was pumped stallation of the Lord Mayor of London; an occasion 
'r�s�'it���=b�,:;giih�D���g�s��:"ag?:;:e �U!!:.���d ���ul:���Nr�F�� from her hold and the ship floated. on which the Prime Minister is always expected to 
����gri�� p�c;2 tt":�':frr.f.uts\��;::��gies���:nisear, Qr £0 12 •. (d, PQst t The accident has created quite a sensation, and it is make important announcements of a political nature. 

MUNN & co., Publisbers. 361 BrQadway. New YQrk. I being freely asked what is the value of watertight com- He said: "You are aware that in the discussion had dllft �bga��f':,"�e�;: �a�:m�1 i:e:;M����� �����I:xf�e��d�r
Q't.�y lfb'lf� partments and the powerful pumping machinery of our with the United States on behalf of their friends in 

& co. . . . ·1 warships if a paltry 13 iBch hole can send them to the Venezuela, our question has not been whether there rr- Readers are speCIally requested to nQtlfv tbe pubUsbers in case Qt any failure. delay. Qr irregularity In receipt Qf papers. I bottom in a sheltered navy yard. The accident hap- should be arbitration, but whether arbitration should 
pened in the early morning, and it will probably trans· have unrestricted application, and we have always 
pire that the watertight doors were open and that the claimed that those who, apart from historic right, had 
water rose to the furnaces and put them out before the right which attaches to established settlements 

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21,1896. 

Conlenl.. any effective pumping could be attempted. It is cus- should be excluded from arbitration. Our difficulty 
(lIIuot.roted art.wI.' 3 .. mark.d With on aot.p.risk.) tomary to keep these doors open in harbor, and espe- for months has been to define the .settled districts, and 

Acetblene. labQratQry use Qf ..... 378 MQtQr Carriage, tbe Olds ......... J80 cially in dock, when repairs are under way, as a matter the solution has, I think, come from the government Am�/t�.
t
.
e,
.����.�����.��.���.�: 31'3 ����c�'1,':,�11!'::::::::::::::::::� �f� i of convenience; but we think that in view of the very 
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of the United States, that we should treat our colonial 

A.n\�i':,�:.�?l?�. o.f:.i.�. �I.� .. ���.�: ilE3 ���J8rir ��di�����.�����I.� .. :.:.: �� critical nature of the repairs which were under wey, empire as we treat individuals; that the same lapse of 
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eh����������;8'::::::::::: � prudence would have suggested the closing of all doors time which protects the latter in civic life from hav 
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.. �,�� .. ��:.��.���: 375 �l�'i.�,r����:;.:�r�i�::::::::::: m leading into the starboard engine room, into which the ing their title questioned should similarly protect an 
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:�a'ir�l1���f;;r::::::::::.: � ���'fa��:rJ:��������ea��t�y�iig � disabled injection valves opened. English colony, but beyond that, when a lapse could 

Cycle, a bQrse ........ ... ...... .. 382 Princess. the decapitated' ....... 383 This accident teaches the same lesson as the melan- not be claimed, there should be an examination of title DQ�S Qf PataIlQnia ................ 379 Railway switcb. electrical" ..... . . 377 g���i�;�*i��l;��h·rJrl���:: m Rai�r:l:8.�����t: . . I.� .. t.��.��.
i��? 379 choly loss of the British battleship Victoria. In the and all the equity demanded in regard thereto should 

HQrseless carria�es fQr mail ser- ��!::�'l!���:;,s"oitlie:::::::::::::: � subsequent inquiry it was shown that when she was be
,
�ranted. . . . vice ............ ................. 375 Siam'S new railway .......... ..... 380 . rammed by the Camperdown her watertight doors I do not belIeve I am usmg unduly sangume words JlIusiQn in decapltatiQn· ..... ... 383 Splf;t:nll and cQnsumptiQn ........ 378 I 
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MQtQr carriage, tbe ArnQld OIl' 380 Wbite lead grinding .............. 316 : e en ence s owe ,at urmg peace maneuvers, WI us e seen a e compromise secures a 
======================== I it was customary for convenience to leave them open. broad recognition of the vital principles contended for 
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These modern battleships are as intricate and as by each nation. The jealous care with which Great 

delicate as they are ponderous and costly. All the Britain guards the person and property of the meanest 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT elaborate precautions of minute subdivision, bulk- of her subjects is abundantly vindicated and is allowed 
heads, and powerful pumping machinery is after all to extend itself to every subject who can justly lay 
dependent upon the "human element " for its effi- claim to it in the present case; while the rights of the 
ciency. It may surely be laid down as a general rule United States under the Monroe doctrine as defined by 

No. 1090_ 
(l'or the Week Endinlr November 21, 1896. : that, no matter where a battleship may be, whether in the present administration in the case of Venezuela 
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