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LI HUNG CHANG AND OUR COMMERCIAL RELATIONS The question is just now a most important one to this 
WITH CHINA, nation. A period of stagnation has followed upon the 

To any thoughtful obserYer of Li Hung Ohang, the remarkable activity of the past decade. The capacity 
distinguished statesman, who is at present the guest of of our industrial establishmcnts is larger, m many cases 
the Uniteli 8tates government, it is evident that what- much larger, than the country's demands, and it i� ne
ever diplomatic purpose may lie behind his visit. it is cessary for us to look aLroad for new markets. The 
largely prompted uy the desire to e�;allline our COIlllller- ltIost illllllediate al!(l prolllj�ing field ('erlainl�' lies in 
cial and indu�trial conditioll�, and compare them with China. It will he greatly to our interest to ('ldtiYate 
those of England, (Jenllany, and France. For sueh a her good will, aIHI tho oubpoken words of Li Hung 
task he is in every way qualified. He is a man of keen Chang to the representatives of the New York 1)l'eH� 011 

observation and rare intelligence, whose judgmellt is the que�tion of the Geary law awl tl](' rpstridion of 
singularly free from the warping prejudice against OhilJeHe illlnligTatioll pro\'e that there iH at lea�t one di
western eivilization which characterizes the mas� of hiH red ion in whi<-h we Illight �how ollr frielldly di�p()�ition 
eOllIltrylllClI. He is at once the profound >,cholar and to illllllediate alld good elfed. 
the practical man of the world; and he is ripe in the IVe think tltat thiH country, and for that matter the 
possession of an accumulated wisdom and experience Europeall Ilatiolls abo, have failp(l to rl'alize how 
which he has gained in half a century of military, po· Illighty 1l faetor in the ill(lll�tri,d and ('olllnwr('ial world 
litical, atHl adminbtrative service of his Ooulltry. China will lw("()) lie, HO soon a� Li Hung Chang, or, if 

It tllust be said in passing that the great Chill('se !lot he, the part y of p]'ogre�s whi<-h he haH forllled. 
statesman is one of the most striking and pieturesqlle shall ha\"t' j)],(Jllgltt itH ·lO(),()()O,O()() of people into ('lose 
personalities to be found in the wide world to-day, and ! toueh with the ()llt�id(' world. and taught the III to value 
easily takes rank with those two aged statesmen in 

I 
and ('all 1'01' the OOlI\'eniences of \\'('�tenl civilization

Europe, Bismarck and Uladstone. So strongly, in- tlt(' railroad. thl' �t l'alll�ltiJl, the electric light, aIH1 the 
deed, has his formative and masterful influen('e been thouHand awl OItE' tlleehanieal convenience� in the de· 
impressed upon hi� country that he has freqlll'lltly �ign and lll<lllllfaetllre of whieh we are pre-eminent. 
been ('a1le(1 the" Bismarck" of Ohina-than which, we • '.' • 

think, no more just and noble compliment eould be 'I'he Hi::; Hnats 011 'he I,ak" ... 

paid to him. Anotlwr ;;teel stealllship 400 feet long lta� passed a 
Li Hung Ohang, moreover, comes among us as the f' I 

. 
I ff I ' su('ce�s U lna 0 t \(' Chieago lake front, adding, says 

author and chief-we had almost said solitary-repre- the Chi,'ago I{(',.on!, to the yery considerable number 
sentative in high plaees of the party of reform and pro- of theHe Illodern VPS,(,J,.,. which have marked sueh pro
gress. For nigh upon twoscore years he has stri Yell, greHH in 1 he ('ondnd of lake traffic. Twenty-fiye years 
amid discouragements which would have brought dis- ago a lake yeHHel'� raptain, could he have sighted OIlP 
may to a less courageous heart, to introduce the best of the�e JJlon�j ('r� off the starboard bow of his little sail
features of western civilization into Ohina. He ha� 
been met at every turn either with open or secret 
opposition, or what was even worse-indifference and 
apathy. To him is due the credit for such progreHs 
as Ohina has made in the modern industrial arts; 
it was his hand that was mainly instrumental in Ull
jockiug' the gates of Ohina for the inflow of interna
tional commerce, and incidentally of western ideas and 
sentiment. The recent Llisp.strolls war with Japan, a 
conflict which he had fot'('se('u and warded off for llJany 
years, came at length, and indorsed the policy of the 
great statesman in tones of thunder. In the extremity 
of its humiliation his ungrateful country turned to him 
as its last hope, and sent him to the victorious enemy, 
with full power to treat for peace according to his own 
judgment. 

'fhe war with Japan was the best thing that eould 
have happened for the party of progresH ill Chilla. 
The logic of hard facts has urought home to the go\'
ermnent, if not to the people, the urgent necessity for 
following the example of Japan, and adopting the best 
features of western civilization; and undoubtedly the 
extraordinary tour of Li Hung Ohang among the west
ern nations has been undertaken largely for the pur
pose of comparing their methods of manufacture and 
commerce, before entering upon the industrial develop
ment of Ohina upon a large scale. This development 
is certain to ('OtHe; and Li Hung Ohang has positively 
stated in England that he will devote the remainder of 
his life to the especial work of extending the transpor
tation facilities of Ohina both by sea and land. If the 
Viceroy is successful, this means that an extensive sys
tem of railroads will be huilt-for Ohina is practically 
without any railroads to-day-and a fleet of ocean and 
river steamships will be constructed, not to mention the 
considerable additions which must be made to the navy 
to bring it up even to the strength that it possessed be
fore the war. 

The question naturally arises-and it is being asked 
by every nHllluf,wturing country through which the 
Viceroy has passed-who is to lay out these railroads, 
erect these bridges across the great rivers of China. and 
provide the millions of tons of steel rail, and the \' ast 
equipment of locomotives and ears which will be re
quired '! In what yards are the keels of the new mer
chant and naval ships to be laid down? 

There are llIany and cogent reasons why this work, 
and particularly tlu: former part of it, should fall to 
the lot of American engineers and manufacturers. 
Geographically ours is the natural market to which the 
Chinese should come. 'Ve are separated from them by 
only one half the distance which intervenes between 
Ohina and the European manufacturers, and by our 
policy of non-intervention in their national affairs we 
have won their confidence to a marked degree; as was 
recently shown in their hour of defeat by the Japanese, 
when they voluntarily sought the services of an Ameri
can in preference to any other minister, in negotiating 
the terms of peace. 

But most weighty reason of all for the adoption of 
the American in preference to the European style of 
railroads is found in the fact that our methods of rail
road building are well adapted to the rapid construc
tion of a large system. In locating and constructing a 
system of railroads we can defy competition, both in 
cost and speeq; and in every open competition for the 
erection of railroad bridlSes our firms have been able to 
underbid the English, German and French builders, 
with a large margin to spare. 
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ing ('raft. would hayp belie\'ed that a mirage affeded his 
vision ; to-da�' t he", great vessels slip in and out of 
ports of tIl(' grpat la kp,. sear('el�· exciting cOtlltllent. 

To tllP a ",·ragl' lalldslllan tlw comparative size of 
tlH'�e vesspls when ranged h�' the side of a big Atlalltie 
Iilwr is !lot (·()]lI]ll'ellPlldetl. For exalllple, the Mari
eopa, "'hii'll cruised the ('hi("ago lake front rp"(,lltl�', 
is 4�(i fpet IOllg. 4H f('e1, \lPalll, and 28 feet moulded 
dp]lth; the AlIll'ri"Hn !iller 1"t. Louis, olle of till' large 
Atlullti(' liners, is [).i4.\ fpet long, G23{ feet \)('fllJl. with 
an extrpme depth of 42�3 fept. In these lllPa,un'IIIPllts 
the great cOl uparative dqlth of the ocean vessel is most 
IJl'oJJlilll'nt. "\llllost within the present decade these 
great lake vesHel� have been (lr'sig'ned and built. They 
are the result of a dpmand for additional safety to 
shippi!lg', for ('hc-a]!pr lake fn'ig·ht. and for a more ex
i(,lld,'(lvoltllJH' of lake htl,iJl('�s. Along with thiH �lli!l
lmiltlillg' the work of deepening and improving the 
strait� "()]lllPeting these bod ips of water has gone OIl. 
This work. llIore than any other agency, will tend to 
place the maximum limit of carrying capacity upon the 
lake stealller. In genp;ral, with all increased capaeity 
for fn'ighl. there has been a decrease in the cost of 
transporting' ('onllllodities. 'Vith improved loading 
aJl(l unloading' methods there are still greater possibili
ties of (']H'a]l('ning' transportatioll, and with every move 
in thiH direr-tioll of cheapness the necessity will be more 
and more forced upon the government to provide 
greatl'r ([('pih in the straits. In this way it seems that 
traffic on thc great lakes is yet in its infancy. 

...... ,.. 
011 the (1astlng of Steel. 

At the OboucllOfT Steel Works, St. Petersburg, great 
inconvenience was felt for a long time in casting large 
round ingots of five tOllS and upward for forging guns. 
'l'he stream of steel falling from a eonHiderable height 
into thc lllouid from the 30 ton ladles of the 8ie!lteIJH
Martin flll'nae('� gi\'es rise to a considerable quantity 
of splashes. whi(,1t in return produce cracks on the sur· 
face of the ingots. 'rile same annoyance was also ob
served ill c-a�l iIJg r('('tangular ingots of 2;; to :)Il tons for 
armor. }l. Po�nikoff, the manager of the steel depart
IlIent of the above named works, has devised a yery 
simple llldh()(l. preventing the steel. from "pla"hillg·. 
It llIay perhaps be' already in use elsewhere, but any
how it deserves llIention. A tube is prepared of thin 
sheet iron, such as is used for roofing. The tube is 24 
inches in inside (liameter, and is suspended from an 
iron ring, to which there are riveted three bars on the 
surface of the lllould just before casting. The steel is 
poured from the bottom of the ladle into the middle of 
the inHl tube. All the splashes are thrown on the 
walls of the tube, which gradually melts away duriIJg' 
the rise of the surface of the liquid steel in the mould. 
We had the pleasure, says Helios, of seeing this device 
in perfectly suecessful action at the Obouchoff "tV orks, 
where it is now in constant use. 

.. . .. 
A Cak>!). Celebration. 

A St . .Tohn's, Newfoundland, dispatch says that the 
idea of a Oabot celebration in the colony next year is 
taking definite shape. The British man-of-war Buz
zard goes north to make a SI1lTe�' of Bonavista HarLor, 
with a view of reportillg on the best site for a pier and 
a Jl]OI111llleIJt to Cabot. The celebration proper, it, is 
expected, will take l1.1a('(' ill .J uly or August next. A 
public meeting fur the jHlrpm;e of starting the affaIr 
will be held about the middle of September. 


	scientificamerican09121896-214

