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A Large Alternator,

A large alternator, the great size of which has been
rendered necessary by the conditions under which the
machine is to be worked, and particularly the low
speed, is now being constructed by the General Elec-
tric Company at Schenectady. This alternator, which
is to be installed in the station of the Edison Electric
INluminating Company at St. Louis, Mo., will supply
current for incandescent and are lighting and for mo-
tive power purposes. With a view to secure efficient
results for these various uses, the generator is being
constructed on the ‘‘monocyclic” system, which we
recently described. This system employs a compara-
tively low frequency of alternations, and the armatures
of the generators have special windings adapting them
for use on circuits with self-starting current motors.

The alternator in question is of 800 kilowatts capacity, |

has 80 poles, and is to be driven at 90 revolutions per
minute. On account of the great size of the frame,
difficulties were expected in producing the castings,
but owing to the facilities of the Schenectady works,
no trouble was experienced in pouring even the large
frame casting. This single piece, made up in part of
wrought iron embedded in the castings, weighs 35 tons,
and measures 24 ft. over all. The amature is ironclad
and is 16 ft. in diameter, weighing nearly 45 tons. The
armature will be supported on a 22 in. shaft. The
generator will be able to supply, at full load, 667 am-
peres at 1,200 volts, or the equivalent of 16,000 16 e.p.
lamps.
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Life Saving Balloons.

The Utica, N. Y., Observer states that Professor
Carl Myers has completed at the balloon farm at
Frankfort, N. Y., the first of a series of balloon outfits
to be supplied to some sixty vessels belonging to New
York parties for life saving purposes in case of ship-
wreck. Each outfit consistsof anautomaticapparatus
generating hydrogen gas under pressure, so controlled
by a stop cock that the closing of this immediately
stops the generation or flow of gas and retains it still
under pressure. This is used to rapidly inflate a bal-
loon of sufficient size to carry a life line ashore from a
wrecked vessel, by means of which a heavier cable may
be drawn for communication or passage of crew or
goods, as now practiced by the governmental life sav-
ing crews where stations exist for throwing a line by
use of a mortar. The defects of the mortar system are
that the stations are infrequent on the coast, the diffi-
culty great in throwing a line against the wind at so
small a mark as a ship, and the distance, which fre-
quently makes such efforts futile. The balloon system
has the advantage of requiring no special apparatus
on shore, while the balloon simply is drifted toward a
line of coast by the same wind which blows the ship
ashore, and drops its line when the shore is reached.
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A REVOLVING ICE CAKE.
To the Editor of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN :

There is a curious ice formation on the Mianus
River, near the village of Bedford, Westchester
County, New York. The Mianus at that place is a small
stream, averaging about ten feet in width. At a
place locally known as the ‘ten foot hole” the
stream widens out into a pool forty or fifty feet
wide. In this pool there has formed a cake of ice
about twenty-five or thirty feet in diameter and
perfectly circular in shape.

This cirenlar cake of ice is slowly revoiving and
is surrounded for about two-thirds of its circum-
ference by stationary ice. There is a space of
about three inches between the revolving cake
and the stationary ice, except at the *‘ up stream”
side of the revolving cake, where the water is
open and the current quite swift. Each revaolu-
tion takes about six minutes.

I inclose a rough drawing, which will give an
idea of this curious formation. J. M. BATES.

Street Car Fenders.

On October 6, 1894, the City Council of Balti-
more passed an ordinance compelling the various
street railroads of that place to equip all of their
cars with fenders before January 8, 1895, or pay
a fine of $5 a day forr each car not so protected.
The ordinance requires that the railroad com-
panies “*shall provide for each ear or train of cars
a car fender or fenders, with both front and wheel
guards, of a design which the mayor and city com-
missioner shall have certified to in writing, which in
their judgment comply with the requirements set forth
in the report made to the commission appointed under
the provisions of theresolution of the mayor and city
council, approved April 28, 1894, by Mendes Cohen, en-
gineer to the commission.” On the expiration of the
time allowed only one company had fully complied
with the law, which resulted in the arrest of the
superintendents of three lines. They were each re-
leased in $500 bail. It is not likely that the trials will
result in a conviction, as the railroads involved have
proved that they are equipping their cars as fast as
fenders can be made.

The commissioners of the District of Columbia are
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preparing regulations in regard to fenders which re-
quire that every cable and electric railroad company
in the District shall equip its cars in a satisfactory
manner with fenders within forty-five days from the
promulgation of the regulations. No special fender is
made official, but all fenders used must be subject to
the approval of the commissioners.

ON THE MEASUREMENT OF IMAGINATIONS.
BY E. W. SCRIPTURE, YALE UNIVERSITY.

Somewhat over a year ago, I announced the discov-
ery of a mathod for measuring the intensity of hallu-
cinations. A research on this subject has reached a
successful completion, and will soon be made public.
In the course of these investigations it occurred to me

MEASUREMENT OF IMAGINATIONS.

that it might be possible to measure the intensity of
an imagination also. The experiment was successful.
The method is not difficult and is readily intelligible.
In order toexplain the method, it will be sufficient to
describe the first simple experiment made.

The apparatus used is shown in the figure. The
screen, A, serves as a frame for a piece of fine tissue
paper, B. The tissue paper is illuminated by daylight
in front and by a gas flame at the back. When the
gas flame is turned down, the eye looking through the
tube, D, sees a plain white circle illuminated by day-
light.

The first experiment made was on a student accus-
tomed to using the telescope. He was told to imagine
hair lines on the white surface, like the hair lines seen
in the telescope. This was successfully done. He was
asked to describe them and compare their blackness.
There is, he said, a horizontal line, which is the black-
est of them, and three vertical lines of about equal
blackness. He was told that the field of view was to

be made gradually lighter by turning on a flaine be-
hind, and he was to tell how the lines behaved. As the

gas wasslowly turned on he described various changes

A REVOLVING ICE CAKE.

in thelines. Finally he said he saw a slant line that
he had not imagined before. It appeared just about
as black as the horizontal line and blacker than any
of the others. Thereupon the experiment was ended.

The slant line was a real line. This he did not and
still to-day does not know. On the back of the tissue
paper a slant line had been drawn, and as the gas was
turned up, of course it showed through. Thus we have
a direct unsuspecting comparison of intensity between
areal line and an imnaginary one.

The photometric determination of the intensity of
the real line is not a difficult matter. A phantasimeter
has been devised in which the graduation is done be-

forehand, but the simple arrangewment just deseribed
serves to indicate the method of experiment.
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An Electrical ¢ Nickel-in-the-slot’® Gas DNMeter.

An electrical contrivance has been invented which
makes it possible to control the supply of gas from an
ordinary gas meter by merely dropping a coinin a slot
in the mechanism. The attachment is so arranged
that a number of coins may be inserted in a slot, and
as one coin’s equivalent in gas is consumed, that coin
drops into a receiver inside the meter and the next coin
in the slot takes its place. In this way the meter can
be made to supply gas for an indefinite time by keep-
ing the slot filled with coins. The electrical attach-
ment makes it possible to do away with any complicat-
ed arrangement of wheels and levers. The movement
is controlled by a simple electro-magnet. When a coin
is dropped into the slot the circuit is closed, this ex-
cites a magnet, which in turn attracts an armature,
and the movement of the armature opens the valve of
the meter. It will be seen that as long as the stream
of coins is kept up, the meter will continue to supply
gas. When the last coin has dropped into the meter
the circuit is opened, and this, of course, causes the
magnet to release the armature and close the valve.
The especial advantage of the electrical over the ordi-
nary mechauical attachment consistsin the diminished
probability of the machines getting out of order. The
contrivance, it is thought, if generally used, would save
all the bad debts of gas companies.

Progress of the Diphtheria Cure in France.

The Paris correspondent of the Lancet reports that
arrangements have been made at the Pasteur Institute
for the immediate dispateh of tubesof anti-toxic serum
to any part of France. It will thus be seen that M.
| Roux and his assistants have not been idle. Indeed,
both the institute authorities and the public have
worked with a will; the latter having, through the
Figaro, and by means of gifts made directly to the in-
stitute, contributed up to December 31, 1894, no less a
sum than 611,000 francs ($122.200). This does not in-
clude 100,000 francs ($20,000) just voted by the Cham-
bers, and which will doubtless become an annual sub-
sidy. The institute now possesses, for immunizing pur-
poses, a stud of 136 horses, a total that will probably
be ultimately inereased to the maximum of 150. Of
these, 20 are kept By the Municipal Council of Paris at
a cost of 20,000 tfrancs ($4,000) a year, for the benefit of
the Paris hospitals and poor. At Villeneuve d’Etang
—a property ceded by the state to M. Pasteurin 1886—
there are 79 horses cared for by a capable veterinary
surgeon and his staff. That the animals flourish under
the regime of good feeding and periodical bleedings
adopted is proved by the presence in good health at
Alfort of a sturdy Brittany pony which has hitherto
supplied no less that 420 quarts of blood.
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Frost Flowers,

At this time of the year, when Jack Frost draws his
beautiful ferns and flowers on the window pane, who
has not often wished that this beautiful work could be
made permanent ?

It will be interesting to the professional as well as

the amateur photographer to know that it can be
made permangnt and far more distinet than Jack
Frost ever painted thew, yet with all the beauty
of everyline and curve that ig found in the origi-
val. But one must enter inte copartnership with
the frost king himself to attain the desired end.
[t is accomplished by the old wet plate process.
Here is the secret :

The glass plate is flowed with collodion and im-
mersed in the sensitizing nitrate of silver bath in
the usual manner. When removed from the bath
it is put in the light-tight plate holder and placed
where it will freeze. While frozen it is placed in
the camera, focused on a white secreen and de-
veloped in the usual wet-plate way. The plate
should be kept frozen till the developer is poured
on. Beautiful border negatives can be made in
this manner, and no two pictures quite alike. To
produce different effects, the holder, when laid out
to freeze, should be placed sometimes on end,
sometimes on the side, and at other times on the
face, flat down. The plate does not require very
thorough draining when removed from the bath.
T'ime of exposure in the camera will be governed
to suit the artist’s taste. Of course, a long ex-
posure gives flat pictures. We have made nega-
tives in one or two seconds that gave prints as distinct
as a pen and ink sketch on white paper. We tried it
without the use of the camera by a slot admitting a
streak of white light into the dark room. The frozen
sensitized plate was passed across the beamw of light
and developed as usual, but the result was not so good
as in the camera.—Henry W. Brown, in Min. and Seci.
Press.

Photographing

GERMAN RAILROADS.—The report of the German
Railroad Union for the past year shows that the
aggregate length of railroads in the union was 45,880
miles. There is a reported increase of 561 miles during

the year. Of the entire mileage 11,453 miles or about
23 per cent are double track roads.
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