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picks out of a mixture of colors all the even red- from the Soudan that they welcome the protection of 
green-blue sensations, and deceives itself into think- a civilized government. 
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paratus for hearing noise only, and also a highly toria Institute, of London, England, took place in the 
differentiated structure for the discrimination of notes third week of March. to hear tbat well-known "Nestor 
of various pitch. among Geologists." Professor Prestwich, F. R. S., read· 
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ITALIAN COLONIZATION IN AFRICA. 
As the European nations divide Africa among them, 

Italy is taking her share and has established a protec
torate over Abyssinia. The eastern portion of this 
country, bordering on the Red Sea, is called Eritrea. 
This is ruled by a civil and a military governor and 
three councilors appointed by King Humbert, and 
here an Italian colony has been started in the hope 
of bettering the condition of the country and of lessen
ing the tide of emigration to America. L'lllustra
zione Italiana, of Milan. publishes an account of the 
arrival of the first detachment of peasants taken to 
Eritrea. at Asmara, a small town near the Red Sea. 
It is written by some one alrea.dy resident there and 
familiar with the country and the colonization scheme. 
We have taken from the articles some of the most im
portant details respecting the colonists and their future 
home. 

The company consisted of nine families, fifty-seven 
persons in all, twenty four of them strong laboring 
men. They are from Lombardy, Milan, and Sicily, 
and were under the leadersllip of Baron Franchetti, 
who was authori2;ed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
to take command of the expedition. Th� baron has 
worked with untiring zeal in behaff of this agrarian 
colonization project. and his face shone with delight 
when his little company were safely lauded last 
November. . 

The peasants .themselves were pleased with the coun
try from the first. Much had been sald to intimidate 
them before they left their homes. They had been 
told that "on the Red Sea flre would rain upon them 
from heaven;" but they saw no fire and felt no more 
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Tradition of the Flood," in which he treated the sub
ject "from a purely scientific standpoint." In it the 
author described at considerable length the various 
phenomena which had come under his ob�er\'ation 
during long years of geological research in Europe 
and the coast!! of the Mediterranean. Among these he 
specially referred to having found the flints of the 
drift to be of two classes, one with bones of animalR, 
carved, and interspersed with the remains of man, and 
the other, which he termed the rubbledrift, contain
ing bones of animals of all ages and kinds in vast 
heaps. He cited tbe confirmatory opinion!! on this 
point of Professor Geikie, F.R.S .• a member of the In
stitute, and drew special attention to the geological 
surroundings of these strange deposits, and the man
ner in which the bones were found. He then referred 
to pheriomena in regard to raised sea beaches, and the 
constant occurrence of "head," the large masses of 
transported rock, loam and loess, covering the high 
plains in Hun�ary and Southern Rus"ia, and the ossi
ferous breccias in various localities. From the L-ircum
stances attending th�se and their surroundings he 
said he had been forced to the conclusion that all 
their phenomena were "only explicable upon the 
hypothesiS of a widespread and short submergence, 
followed by early re-elevation, and this hypothesis 
satisfled aU the important conditions of the problem," 
which forced one to recognize that there had .been a 
submergence of continental dimensions. The A�e of 
�an was held to be divided into Pallllolithic and Neo
lithic, and he considered rightly so. He concluded by 
suggesting that thus there seemed cause for the 
origin of a tradition of a flood. �Bulletin of the Vic
toria institute. 
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The YeIlo_ Calla Lily. 
The wbite calla lily of our gardens is. well known, it 

still retaining the original name of Calla:, although 
botanists have in modern times removed it to another 
genus, which is called Richardia. Calla will, however, 
long be its common name. It has b�en frequently 
hinted that there are specie'S with other bolors, which 
would soon come into cultivation; but, so far, these 
have been mere rumors. It is now definitely known, 
says Meehan's Monthly, which is good authotit;y, that 
there is a bright yellow species, which has been named 
by botanists Calla Elliottiana. The one in cultiva
tion, known as Richardia maculata, has a.:, slightly 
yellowi!lh tint sometimes. The new one is Said to be a 
clear yellow, and has leaves spotted with whIte, simi
lar to our cummon ma(:ulata. Only one-original plant 
was introduced, and it is sa�d there are .only a few 
propagated from it in cultivation. Ten pla.nts were 
recently sold at auction in London, and bought by en
terprising florists for $2.000, which is consi�red the 
largest figures ever obtained for. auctiOn plants. An
other yellow one has been intrOduced under'the name 
of Calla Pentlandi, which is said to differ i.n having 
lal'ller foliage and richer ('010\'Pd spathes, but which 
has not yet been offered to the trade. 
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