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On .June 23, the British first·class battle ship Vic· 
toria, tlagship of the Mediterranean Squadron, and car· 
rying Vice-Admiral Sir George Tryon, K.C.B., was 
maneuvering off Tripoli. In tht> course of the man· 
euvers she came into ('ollision with the British war 
ship Camperdown. The ram of the Camperdown 
struck the Victoria forward of the turret on the star­
board side. In fifteen minutes the Victoria sank in 
eighteen fathoms of water. In sinking she turned 
bottom upward, and now lies in that position on the 
bottom. Announcing the disaster in the House of 
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which are now settled in a satisfactory manner, and 
even the photographic nuisance has been abated. 
After the Fair has been in operation over six weeks, 
or one quarter of the allotted period of exhibition, it 
really seems time to call a halt. It is now time to sit 
down and enjoy the rare treat which has been pre· 
part>d at such cost of labor and money. Good naturec 
banter or just criticism will not injure the Fair, but 
when every altercation at the gates is magnified into 
the proportions of an international episode it ceaseS 
to be a joke and tends mat�rially to injure the Fair. 
The stories of extortion, quarrels among officers and 
the incomplete state of the Exposition have kept 
many thousands away during one of the most charm­
ing months in which the gates will stand open. Take 
the advice of the circus manager, who at the close of 
the afternoon performance said (in reference to the 
evening), "Come yourself and bring your children." 
Let it be said to the credit of the American people 
that the great Exposition, which has cost in round 
numbers $34,000, 000, is the grandest affair and the 
grandest success of our day and generation. 
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showing the weakness of the involuntarily attacking "With the increase of trade and population there is 
vessel. It was only at the expen.\'e of damage to her a progressive demand for steam navigation facilities. 
own structure that the Camperdown, striking her Without sufficiency of cargo and passengers to make 
sister ship below the armor, penetrated the iron hull a venture pay, or no help of a bounty or Elub'lidy when 
with her ram. It is not long since the British ship traffic is sparse, financial suceess is out of the question. 
Howe, with her bottom pierced by a rock, sank in the Prejudice or ignorance maY, however, serve to stop 
harbor of Ferrol, Spain. progress. 

The British turret ship Captain went down at sea. "The Grand Treasurer of Spain did not believe 
To descend from greater to less calamities, numerous in the safety of vessels propelled by steam, and 
instances can be cited of collisions between war ships I he retarded the introduction of ships propelled by 
and the minor vessels of commerce, the war ships suf- that agency. On the 17th of .June, 1543, the La 
fering in the encounters. Even during the recent Santissima Trinadada, of 200 tons, was driven at the 
naval review on the Hudson, some damage was done rate of one league per hour in the roadstead of 
to the ships of war by these collisions. It is evident Barcelona. in the presence of the Emperor Charles V., 
that one point of construction is insufficiently proyided his son, Philip II., and several high dignitaries. The 
for by modern naval engineers in war vessels. This is I Treasurer, Ravage, believing that a boiler used for 
the rendering them unsinkable. They are necessarily such a purpose would burst, denounced the enterprise, 
topheavy, and their enormous weight and relatively but paid the inventor, Don Blasco de Garragher, his 
small freeboard in many cases makes them peculiarly expenses. ('The Ship,' by Francis Steinitz. W. H. 
liable to destruction by sinking and capsizing. The Allen & Co., Leadenhall Street, London, 1843.) 
efficacy of the ram as a weapon is also exemplified in "From several official sources it is made evident 
this deplorable affair, the Camperdown glvmg a that the practical application of the steam engine to 
practical example of the use, or rather misuse, of the marine propulsion was an accomplished fact three cen­
ship as a quasi-projectile. A very thorough system of turies and a half ago. Seagoing steamers date from 
bulkheading, both longitudinal and transverse, seems the building of the .James Watt by .John Wood & Co., 
to be the only suggestable way of disposing of the in 1818, for the Leith and London trade. The Soho 
points of weakness. and Monarch were subsequently constructed for the 

.. , • I .. same company. All three ships were built at Green· 

THE GREAT FAIR. 
ock, the birthplace of .James Watt, and of William 
Laird, who settled in Liverpool and established a line 

Ont' of our weekly New York papers, justly noted of steamers from the Mersey to DubliJ;l in 1822. The 
for the excellence of its illustrations, prints the follow- James Watt, Monarch, and Soho were purchased by 
ing as a. caption to an editorial, "A Fair or a Fiasco 1" the General Steam Navigation Company, and em­
Such articles have a tendency to do harm. 1 f the Fair ployed in their service for many years. Hull and ma­
is a failure, the press of America will have its full share chinery did their work admirably. They were built 
of blame to answer for. From the very first the papers of wood, and had paddle wheels. All three were in 
all over the country, not even excepting those of Cook existence a few years back as coal hulks. The James 
County, have poured forth their vials of wrath upon Watt was the first deep-water steamship built in 
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