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RECENTLY PATENTED INVENTIONS. 

Ralhvay Appliances. 

ELECTRIC SIGNAL. - Edgar C. Wiley, 
Bristol, Teno. This invention provides an improve
ment on a former patented invention of the same in
ventor, being a circuit-closing device for use in connec
tion with a system employing a rotary commutator. 
The invention consists of a peculiar construction and 
arrangement of devices whereby a depressi ble bar acted 
upon by the car wheel is made to adjust the commuta
tor to position for making the circuits, hold it in tpis 
position for a limited time, and then allow it to be reo 
stored to its normal position. 

ELEVATED RAILROAD.-E 1 b e r t D. 
Wilson, Birmin<:ham, Ala. In the railroad construction 
contemplated by this patent the cars may be propelled 
by a power in the car or by hand. Brackets projecting 
from a line of posts support a cable on the top of which 
grooved wheels are mounted to travel, a frame carrying 
the wheels, while upon a downwardly extending rod is 
hung a car, there being a gear wheelon the shaft of one 
of the grooved wheels, a spring-pressed pawl engaging 
the gear wheels, a lever fulcramed loosely on the shaft 
of the gear wheel carrying the pawl, and a bell crank 
lever fulcrumed in the car and connected with the pawl 
lever. 

Mechanical Appliances. 

SAW SET. -James M. Basket, Leota 
Landing, Miss. This is a self-acting device in which 
the hammer is first raised against the action of its 
operating spring by pressing the handles together, and 
then released by a further pressing together of the 
bandIes to act on the saw tooth, an improved gauge 
being provided by which the angle of the saw and its 
teeth may be readily adjusted. The implement mlly be 
moved rapidly along the saw from tooth to tooth and 
operated by a quick succession of grasps, the quick 
block given the tooth not bending it to any great extent, 
bu t beveling it on one side. 

WINDMILL LUBRICATOR. - Benjamin 
J. Sykes, Sykesville, Pa. This 4evice consists of a 
vertically swinging can or receptacle and a discharge 
tll3e extending up through the receptacle, and having 
a horizontal fixed extension at its lower end projecting 
in the direction that the receptacle is to be swung, so 
that when the receptacle is swung upward the contents 
of the horizontal extension will flow into and through 
the tube. At any moment all the journals or bearings 
may be lubricated by simply tilting upwBii the lubri
cating can. 

CLAMP. - Walter H. Robinson, St. 
Paul, Minn. This clamp comprise8 two arms]pivoted 
on the same base, and each provided on its free end 
with a fork and a screw rod for moving the arms 
toward and from each other. The device is simple, and 
is more especially designed to facilitate the removal of 
the spring and cap in air brake cylinders or other 
similar devices, to clean the same, and to assist in re .. 
placing the spring and cap after the cylinder is cleaned. 

Agricultural. 

CORN HARVESTER. - Peter J. Garber, 
Potwin, Kansas. This invention relates to a harve.ter 
in which the wagon frame is provided with a detach
able hinged and obliquely arranged knife, the device 
being applicable to an ordinary farm wagon. The im
provement also consists in a peculiar construction of 
the kuife and the means for connecting it to the wagon 
frame, and also in a carrier or shocker for the corn
stalks, to recei ve and transport them to the side of the 
field, the land being left ready for the plow. 

TOBACCO HANGER. - Horace L. Free
man, Lexington, N. C. This is an improvemeIPt in 
hangers which consi.t of a portable supporting stick and 
a serieo of arms or needles pi voted thereto and adapted 
to swing, to fold against or swing outward from the 
81 ick. Each arm or needle has two adjacent eyes and 
is pivoted at such pomts to two parallel sticks or stick 
sections, which are movable relatively to each other to 
adjust or allow adjust.ment of the arms or needles, for 
opening them outward or folding them inward. 

THRASHING MACHINE TABLE.-Joseph 
B. McChesney, Dane, Wis. l'his table is made in two 
longitudinal sections, connected by hinges on the under 
faces of the table, and the inside edge of the inner sec· 
tion of each table is connected by hinges with the side 
extension beam of the hopper of the machine, or with 
any other projection at the delivery end of the hopper. 
The table is capable of being supported in a horizontal 
position when required for use, and of one section 
being folded upon another, and both sections made to 
occupy a vertical position close to the thrasher when 
not In use. 

. CENTRIFUGAL HONEY EXTRACTOR.
Charles W. Metcalf, Santa Paula, Cal. Vertical shafts 
are jonrnaled in the ends of the arms of a frame mount
ed to turn in a vesse!, there being swinging comb 
holders supported on the shafts, a pin turning and form
ing a bearing for one end of the frame, a sprocket 
wheel on the pin and means for imparting a rotary 
motion thereto. The filled honeycombs can be readily 
inserted and the empty ones removed from this extract
or, and the complete extraction of the honey from the 
inside and out.ide of the comb is assured. 

Miscellaneous. 

BADGE. - Charles A. Tripp, Brattle
borough, Vt,. This is an improvement in ornamental 
budges or pins to be worn upon the clothing, the in
vention providing a simple and secure fastening for the 
badge, so that it cannot accidentally become detached. 
The fastening consists of a spiral and a hook projecting 
from the back of the badge at opposite ends, and is 
adapted to hold the bad!:e On the clothing in Bach way 
that it will be displayed to advantage. 

CATAMENIAL SACK OR BANDAGE.
Emma H. Carpenter, Springfield, Vt. This handage is 
made with side rolls having a tape fastened in the cen· 

J ,itutifi, �mtri,au. 
ter of each roll, so that strain IS relieved from the ms
terial of the bandage, and a novel arrangement of belt 
straps and tapes is employed to apply the bandage to 
the person. 

WAGON Top. - William Leonhardt, 
Baltimore, Md. Combined with the supporting 
standards is a collapsible or folding canopy frame com
posed of two horizontal rails and a series of short bow. 
pivoted to the rails, all adapted to fold, with means for 
holding the bows in a normal vertical position. By 
this improvement the canopy or upper portion only of 
the wagon top is adapted to fold, the body or main por· 
tion being supported rigidly, although made removable 
from the wagon body. This improved top may be 
easily and quickly lowered to enable the wagon to pass 
under barners. 

OIL RESERVOm. - Frank W. Mosby, 
Jr., Birmingham, Ala. This invention relates more 
particularly to an improved tank adapted for use upon 
locomotives, the tank being provided with a heating 
chamber whereby the oil is always maintained in afluid 
state. The tank consists of independent oil chambers, 
each provided with a cover, supply vent, and discharge 
pipe, a heating chamber being arranged adjacent to the 
oil chambers, and a steam pipe entering the heating 
chamber. If desired, the tank is to be surrounded with 
a wooden cRl!ling. 

CHECK CONTROLLED LOCK.-James R. 
Buckingham, Mount Vernon, Ohio. This is a simple 
and efficient lock to hold articles such as umbrella 
handles, canes, billiard cues, etc., and which may be 
unlocked b y  dropping into the lock a check especially 
adapted to the lock, and which releases the locking 
mechauism. In the lock case is pivoted a swinging 
crooked lever having an arm adapted to fit upon an 
article to be locked up, a locking lever having a shoulder 
engaging the crooked lever, and a releasing catch at one 
side of the lever adapted to release a check. 

SEWING MACHINE ATTACHMENT. -
Mary L. Birdsong, Arco 'a, Miss. This is a device for 
attachment to machines operated by a treadle or pedal. 
It is a simple and readily applied removable hand lever 
attachment for the treadles, comprising inclined spring 
arm" prOVIded with a handle at their upper ends and 
having their lower ends bent to receive and clasp the 
edges of a treadle, where by the machine may be readily 
run by the hand instead of by the foot of the operator. 

RULER. - Victor M. Ariza, Maracaibo, 
Venezuela. This is a ruler for the use of draughtsmen 
and others which is designed to avoid the blotting and 
soiling of the paper by any ink that may accidentally 
get on the ruler, there bemg also a stop for indicating 
the length of the lines and mechanIsm for spacing. 
T"e casing is semi-cylindrical and provided with an 
absorbent lining, a roller fitted to the casing touching 
the lining, a pawl and ratchet mechanism turning the 
roller, and there being a scale and an adju8table arm for 
gauging the lenglh of the lines. 

of t.he shelf has curved slots in which slide curved 
spring·pressed bolts adapted to project from the end of 
the plate and extend into apertures in the end walls of 
the case,.the bolts being withdrawn by pressing upon 
attached flush buttons. 

FRUIT JAR COVER AND LOCK.-John 
B. Johns, Findlay, Ohio. This invention provides a 

cover and a bail lock ,capable of being quickly and 
conveniently applied to or removed from the cover, 
causing the jar to be hermetically sealed. The bail is 
pivotally connected with the jar, und the cap, having a 
tr"nsverse channel with teeth in its bottom and a lock
ing lever, is eccentrically mounted on the bail, the lever 
having a semicircular surface with teeth for engaging 
the teeth of the cap. 

BED SPRING. - Wilbur L. Gillette, 
Yalesville, Conn. This is a simple form of spring and 
support, very cheap and durable, adapted for attach
ment to any ordinary bedstead rail to support the slats, 
and form a cheap, simple, and e8.8Y spring bed. The 
bracket which supports the spring is adapted to be 
secured in the notches of the rall where the bedstead 
slats are u.ually inserted, and the spring, which is a 

common form of spiral bed spring, is readily so at· 
tached to the bracket as to be supported in a vertical 
position, while the upper end of the spring is doubled 
to form a keeper adapted to receive a slat. 

HARMONY HARP. - George W. Ells
worth, Bowling Green, O. This is similar in all points 
of construction to the ordinary orchestral pedal harp, 
but reduces the number of strings to twenty-six and 
pedals to two. It comprehends all the keys of music 
both major and minor and by its peculiar stringing and 
tuning reduces performance upon it to the very 
minimum of ease. It is especially intended and 
adapted for a supplementary harmony instrument in 
Jarge orchestra, dance, and street orch�Btra, and for ac
compani.ments to vocal or instrumental parlor music. 

NOTE.-Copies of any of the above patents will be 
furnished by Munn " Co., for 25 cents each. Please 
send name of the patentee, title of invention and date 
of this paper. 

NEW BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS. 

The Ingersoll-Sergeant Drill Company, 
in their recently issued catalogue No.8, present very 
full details of complete plants of mining, tunneling and 
quarrying machinery, together with a great deal of 
useful informatIOn touching" great variety of business 
of this nature. There bave been many improvements 
made within a few years past in mining machinery and 
outfits, and this book represents the latest efforts In 
this line. It is profusely illustrated. 
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CHECK PERFORATING MACHINE. - 8 U I L DIN a EDITION. 
Albert R. Abbott, Boston, Ma&s. This is an improved 
machine for perforating dates and amounts in checks 
or documents of all descriptions. The invention pro
vides a means whereby a table may be conveniently 
slid beneath any one of a series of punches to present 
a check, and the punches be expeditiously and con
veniently operated, while the machine has a feed at 
once siruple and positive, which may be readily thrown 
out of gear to receive the check or paper and will auto
matically return to its normal position, in clamping en· 
gagement with the article to be perforated. 

P E N  C I L SHARPENER. - Orton H. 
RobinBon, Grand Rapids, Mich. This sharpener com_ 
prises a tube having a longitudinally extending slot the 
side edges of which are sharpened and converge toward 
one end of the tube, the tube admittinv or receiving 
the end of the' pencil at an angle thereto for rotary 
action first against the diverging ends of the cutters 
formed by the "harpened edges. The pencil is sharpen. 
ed by passing its point end through the oblique slot, 
and turning the pencil while the sharpener is firmly 
held. When the pencil is not in use the sharpener may 
be slipped over its pointed end to form a point pro
tector. 

INK BOTTLE.-William F. Hall, Rapid 
City, South Dakota. This bottle has an externally 
threaded neck in combination with an internally 
threaded thimble adapted to be .crewed on to the neck 
of the bottle, and having an outwardly projecting flange 
at its upper end for supporting it in an aperture of the 
desk top. The bottle is particularly adapted for use on 
"chool desks, affording means for securing tbe filled 
bottl" in an aperture in the .lesk, the mouth of the 
bottle being located flush with the upper surface of the 
desk top and the body of the bottle being hung in the 
desk. 

SPRAYING DEVICE.-William J. Ruff, 
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1. Elej!'ant plate in colors of a cottage in the American 
style of architecture, erected at Rochelle Park, 
N. Y. Perspective view, floor plans, etc. G. W. 
Thompson, architect. Cosl, $5,200 complete. 

2. Plate in colors of a residence at B€nsonhurst, Long 
Island, N. Y. Perspective elevatIons and two 
floor plans, an excellent design. 

3. A summer cottage on the Maine coast, near Portland. 
Floor plans and perspectiveelevation. Cost $1,470 
complete. 

4, A handsome residence at Sea Side Park, Bridgeport, 
Conn., recently erected for Col. Mason. Cost 
about $25,000 complete. Two perspective views 
and floor plans. F. H. Kimball,architect, New 
York. 

5. A residence at Montclair, N. J., from plans pre
pared by Munn " Co., architects, New York. 
Two perspective views and floor plans. Cost 
$8,500 complete. 

6. A mountain side residence erected for W. A. C. 
Chase, at Montclair, N. J. An excellent design. 
Floor plan. and two perspective views, also tln 
interior view. Cost $6,500 complete. Munn" 
Co., architects, New York. 

7. An Asbury Park, N. J., cottage. Cost $3,000 com
vlete. Floor plans and perspective view. 

8. Sketch for a cemetery chapel of moderate cost. 

9. View of the Richmond Hill Congregational church 
and parsonage. 

10. Design for a family burial vault. 
11. Dt:sign for organ, All S aints, Compton, Leek. 
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Wanted-50 second-hand screw -cutting lathes, 8 to 12" 

swing, either foot or steam power. Will pay casb. W .. 
P. Davis, Rochester, N. Y. 

"U. 8." metal polish. Indianapolis. Samples free. 

Presses & Dies. Ferracute Mach. Co, Bridgeton, N. J. 

6 Spindle l.'urret Drill Presses. A.D. Quint, Hartford,ct. 

Mixing machinery. J. H. Day & Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

For stone quarry engines. J. S. Mundy, Newark, N. J. 

Portable and Stationary Cylinder Boring machines. 
Pedrick & Ayer, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Wanted-Prices on steam plowing outfits. E. F. Wise, 
Selma, Ala. 

For first-class patterns write to Chas. Cassell, general 
patternmaker, Canton, Ohio. 

The Improved Hydraulic Jacks, Punches. and Tube 
Expanders. R. Dudgeon, 24 Columbia St., New York. 

Screw machines, milling machines. and drill presses. 
The Garvin Mach. Co., Laill:ht and Canal Sts, New York. 

Centrifugal Pumps. CapaCity, 100 to 4O,1XXl gals. per 

minute. All sizes in stock. IrvinVan Wie, SyracUBe,N.Y. 

Crandall's patent packing for steaID, water, and am .. 
monia. See adv. next week. Crandall Packing Co., 

Palmyra, N. Y. 
. 

Split Pulleys at Low prices, and of same strength and 
appearance as Whole Pulleys. Yocom & Son's Shafting 
Works, Drinker St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Guild & GarrisOn, Brooklyn, N. Y., manufacture steam 

pumps, vacuum pumps9 va<¥lum apparat� air pumps. 
acid blowers, filter press pumps, etc. 

The best book for electricians and beginners in elec
tricity is "Experimental Science," by Geo. M. Hopkins. 
.By mail. M; Munn & Co., publishers9 361 Broadway, N. Y. 

What do you want to buy? We will send without cost 
to you, catalogues� price lists, and information concern

ing anythin� you wish. Paret, Willey & Co., 265 Broad
way, New York. 

Competent persons who desire agencies for a. new 
popular book. of ready sale, with handsome profit, may 

apply to Munn & Co, Scientific American 01llce, 361 

Broadway, New York. 

Wanted-Position by a first class mechanical engineer 
with thorough technical and practical education. Ex
cellent draughtsman and machinist. Address A. B., 

care Scientific American. 

Going to Calijurnia. 

A person can take a seat in a palace car at Dearborn 
Station any afternoon and go over the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad to San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
or San Diego without changing cars. The fast express 

on this line makes at least twenty-four hours quicker 
time to Los Angeles than any other line, and in fact the 
Santa Fe is the only thoroughly comfortable route to 
take. The 01llce is at No. 212 Clark Street, Chicago. 

The history of the Fall Riv"r Line between New York 
and Boston is practically the history of steamboating 
on a grand scale from the time when steam became the 
great motor in water, as it is in land, transportation. 
From the first the Fall River Line has been a breast, and 
of late years far ahead of tbe times with rell:ard to t be 
development, improvement, and utilization of provision 
for traveling on the water by steam; and its boats long 
since became the wonder of the world for their propor .. 
tiona, magnificence, and appliances. But the end is not 
yet, and this line has still �reater triumphs in reserve. 

fF'Send for new and complete catalogue of Scientific 
and other Books for sale by Munn & Co., 361 Broadway, 
New York. Free on application. 

HINTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Name!! and A ddre!!!! mus t accompany all letters, 

or no attention will be paid thereto. This is for our 
information and not for publication. 

Reference!! to former articles or answers should 

In 
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u
n':�::,r �i��u;���� \e repeated; correspondents will bear in mind that 

Borne answers require not a little resesrch, and, 
though we endeavor to reply to all either by letter 
or in this department, each must tal,e his turn. 

Special Wrlnen Information on matters of 
pf'rsonlll rather than general interest cnnnot be 
expected without remuneration. 

Scientific America.. Supplements referred 
to may be had at the office. Price 10 cen ts each. 

Book .. referred to promptly supplied on receipt of 
prIce. 

Minerals 8ent for examination should be distinctly 
marked or labeled. 
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(4212) C. H. G. writes: We have in our 
8chool a barometer whose cistern is full of mercury. 
The mercury riseo about .even inches when it should 
rise about twenty-six inches. Please state in the 
columns of your paper the cause and remedy for tbis. 
A. The barometer should be refilled. There is air III 

the tube. 
(4213) A. A. writes: I never take up 

Quincy, III. This is an improvement on a former 
patented invention of the Bsme inventor, forming a 

.imple and durable device in which the sprayed liquids 
will be well mixed and whIch will not. be lia ble to clog. 
The casing haA two different sized compartments, a 

spraying nozzle being held on the end of the smaller 
one, and a spring. pressed piston vaLve held in the 
casing above the inlet opening and adapted to be seated 
on the part of the ca.ing between the two compart
ments, while a valve carried by the piston valve pro
jects into the opening of the spraying nozzle. 

BARROW COAT. -:,Elise Halford, New 
York CIty. This invention relates to underwear for. 
infants. The coat has a waist open at the front and 
provided with separable shoulder straps, a separate 
skirt open in front having the front edges overlapping 
one anotber, with means for fastenir.g the overlapping' 
parts, while a waistband attached to the upper edge of 
the skirt is adapted to be buttoned on the lower edge of 
the waist.. 

12. Miscellaneous contents: The speed of elevators.
The secret of a good memory.-Plastering com
position.-A vertical double 'pindle shaping ma
chine, ilIustrated.-Shadow an element of design. 
-Artificial building stone, illustrated. - Wet 
screens for ventilating dncts. - - Irrigation in 
Nevada.-The Andrews metal chair, ilIustrated.
A plumber's blast furnace, illustrated.-An im
proved woodworking machine, illustrated.-The 
Stearn. hinge, illustrated. your journal without finding much to interest me. The 

The Scientific American Architects and Builders letter on vision In the issue of March 12 leads rue to 

SHELF SUPPORT. - Henry M. Hart, 
Auburn, Ill. This is a support especially adapted for 
supporting the shelves of book cases, being so made 
that any .helf can be quickly and easily moved to bring 
it to a desired height in the case, eyen if the .helf Is 
loaded. A semicircular plate attached' to the under side 

Edition is issued monthly. $2.50 a year. Single copies, 
25 cents. Forty large quarto pages, equal to about 
two hundred ordinary book pages; forming, practi. 
cally, a large and splendid MAGAZINE OF' ARCHITEC' 

TURE, richly adorned with eLegant plates in colors and 
with fine engravings, illnstrating the most interesting 
examples of Modern Architectural Construction and 
allied subjects. 

The Fullness, Richnesl!, Cheapness, and Convenience 
of this work have won for it the LARGEST CIRCULATION 
of aRY Architectural publication in the world. Sold bJ 
all newodealers. 

JIlUNN " CO .. PuBLISHER., 
361 Broadway, New York. 
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ask if your correspondents or you will explain why 
the elevation of objects at a distance seems greater 
when the head is in its ordinary position upright than 
when it is turned to a horizontal position as when ly
ing down. Look for instance at a distant mountain, 
and observe carefully its apJOarent height. Then turn 
the head down, so that the eye8, instead of being on a 
level with each other, are one directly above the other, 
and observe the difference in apparent height. Is this 
change due to the influenc" of some habit in estimating 
distances? And which appearance is more conforma
ble to actual proportIOn? A. Such effects as you db, 
scribe are due to changing parallax. In our ordinary 
position there is no vertical parallax; lying or, the sidb 
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