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STEAMSHIP IMPROVEMENTS. 
The latest plan to improve the draught of the fur

naces of ocean steamers is to increase the height of the 
smoke pipes. The new steamer Scot, of the Cape Mail 
Line, is provided with smoke stacks 120 feet high 
above the grates, being the loftiest pipes ever put into 
a steamer. A draught of % inch water pressure is thus 
obtained, all the steam needed is easily secured, and 
the use of fans is dispensed with. Her speed is 19 
knots. 

'.rhe Scot is 502 ft. long over all, 460 ft. on the water 
line, 54 ft. 6 in. beam, 37 ft. 6 in. deep. Tonnage 7,000. 
Built of steel. }'ourteen watertight compartments. 
Draws 23 ft. with 2,800 tons of coal on board. Twin 
screws, 8.000 h. p. engines, two sets of triple expansion 
engines, 347f in., 57% in., 92 in. by 60 inch. Six double 
ended boilers, pressure 170 lb.; 36 furnaces. The suc
cess of the tall chimneys of the Scot will probably lead 
to the trial of even higher pipes. The above vessel 
could clear the floor of our Brooklyn bridge, which is 
119 ft. above high water. If our great war steamers 
should be piped in accordance with the latest and best 
engineering practice, they will be debarred from the 
Brooklyn navy yard, unless they approach from the 
Hell Gate side of the great bridgo>. It was an error on 
the part of the Secretary of War to allow so Iow a 
floor for the bridge. At present all the larger ships are 
obliged to dismantle and lower their topmasts in order 
to pass under the Brooklyn bridge. 
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