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NEW YORK, SATORDAY, MAY 23, 1891. 

Jtitntifit �tutrjtau. 
ORIGINAL WORK IN AMERICA. 

COLUMBIA COLLEGE, NEW YORK CITY. 
Resuming the narrative of our inquiries: Seth Low, 

LL.D., President of Columbia College, said: .. We at 
present are in an unsettled condition. Radical changes 
are taking place and entire reorganization is in pro
gress; and so, with regard to what the professors in 
the college are doing in the way of original work, I am 
not just now able to speak. It is my opinion, how
ever, that this is indeed an important function of the 
ideal university. The college, is concerned with peda
gogics, with the work of teaching what is already 
known. The university is concerned with higher 
things than that. Its duty is to add to the sum of 
human knowledge. The college, of course, is the seed 
whence springs the university, but it is for the sake of 
the tree that the college exists. I do not mean by 
this to deprecate the work of undergraduate instruc
tion. This is as essential, as honorable, a vocation as 
it has ever been. But for those members of Columbia's 
faculty who have given promise of good work in this 
field, it is our aim to secure the time and means where
by they can do original work in their respective 
branches. One of the great distinctions between a 
college and a university is the fact that the college con
cerns itself with teaching what is alrea dy known, while 
the university seeks to widen the domain of what is 
known and taught. In order to carry on this work in 
scientific investigation, a new system of fellowships has 
been established. After July I, 1891, there will be twelve 
fellowships, after July, 1892, eighteen, and after July, 
1893, twenty-four fellowships, each of the value of five 
hundred dollars a year. They are to be awarded by the 
president, with the advice of the University Council, to 
those applicants who gh'e evidence of fitness to pursue 
courses of higher study and investigation, and the com
petition for these prizes is to be open to graduates of 
any college or scientific school. The fellows so ap
pointed are to. hold office for one year. No fellow, 
moreover, shall be permitted to accept remunerative 
employment except by permission of the president." 

Elwyn Waller, A.M., E.M., Ph.D., Professor of Analy
tical Chemistry in the COIUIU bia College School of Mines, 
said: ., The work of original in vestigation in science at 

I 
the Botanical Laboratory, is now investigating the 
mosses of North America, based on the collections 
recently made by Mr. J. B. Leiberg, in Idaho. Dr. 
Morong, Curator of the Laboratory, is at work on the 
flora of Paraguay, based on collections made in that 
country by himself during the past three years. He 
is also making a study of the various North American 
plants with especial reference to aquatics, and a study 
of the order Haloragere, a work now nearing comple
tion. Among other studies, an important one is that 
now being carried on at the laboratory by Miss A. M. 
Vail, an interesting work on the North American 
species of the genus Desmodium. Besides this, study 
is being made of the North American species of the 
g-enus Polygala and the genus Xyris." 

Contents. Columbia is not as extensive as we would wish for, 

Ogden N. Rood, A.M., Professor of Physics in Col
umbia, said: "I have almost completed an opt.ical 
investigation with the object of determining quanti
tatively the relative intensities of colored lights which 
are not complementary, also a study of the contrast 
of color, quantitatively. Besides this, my assistants 
are engaged on a number of SUbjects. Among these 
are: a study of the conducting powers of liquids for 
electricity, by means of the Kohlrausch method; an 
investigation of the methods of measuring the veloci
tyof sound, and a study of the electrical resistance of 
contacts. No member of this department. is engaged 
in any commercial or outside work whatever. There is 
one feature of work in which some college professors 
are accustomed to indulge, and which cannot be too 
strongly condemned. That is when a man under salary 
from a great university, trading on the name and fame 
of the institution, holds himself in readiness to testify 
as expert witness for a pecuniary consideration. This 
practice, I take it, is one which ought to be discour
aged by the authorities of the colleges where it exists. 
The time of a college professor should be devoted to 
teaching and to original research, to the interests of 
the !'tudents, and the advancement of science. The 
office should not be prostituted in such a manner by 
self-seekers and mercenary men. There is, so far as I 
know, only one institution where this practice is not 
known, that is at Johns Hopkins. The only reason 
that makes such expert testimony valuable in the eyes 
of the jury is the fact that the witness is aD officer in a 
prominent institution of learning; and this looks, to 
me, like trading in the reputation of the college, and 
a great breach of, to say the least, good taste." 

(Illustrated articles are marked with an asterisk.) owing to the fact that the time which ought to be 
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as pyrophosphates. The plan for the determination such high pressures, if the engine plant is properly de
of these metals after precipitation as carbonates, al- signed. 
though very tedious and troublesome, has alwaytlbeen - , •• • 

the favorite one with chemists. But a method involv- Theatrical Face Paints. 

less trouble has been called for, and to meet this Torjesen gives the following formulre : 
demand, the precipitate of manganese as pyrophos- White.-Oxide of zinc, subnitrate of bismuth, and 
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tate in ignition. In order to reach some conclusion in of camphor, and a drachm of ess. bouquet. 
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The conclusion is that the disregard of this precaution bouquet, 1� drachms ; almond oil, a sufficiency. Mix. 
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nial Celebration of the American Patent System at Washington, periments on asphalt, for pa ving and other purposes. and cast into sticks. 
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