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WASHINGTON AS A CONVENTION CITY. States have adopted the day. As illustrating the 
It is a notable fact that the recent holiday week has work accomplished by Arbor Day, it is reported that 

been made the occasion for the gathering of at least in Pennsylvania during the past seven years 300,000 
four great national scientific societies at the national trees .have been planted by the school children ;  and 
capital, besides several important ecclesiastical con- in the State of New York 50,000 have been planted 
ventions. to say nothing of an army of more than fif- during the past two years. The importance of this 
teen hundred school teachers coming in two parties peculiar work, together with his establishment of suc-

No. 361 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. from New York and New England. This is certainly cessful village improvement societies in various parts 
-==c-== � ____ an interesting sign of the times. The advantage8 of of the country, entitle Mr. Northrop to be regarded as 

O. D. MUNN. A. E. BEACH. such a winter meeting place are obvious; among them a national benefactor. 
being the general attractions of the locality, the acces- • ••• • 

'rERIlIS FOR 'rHE SCIEN'rIFIC A.IlIERICA.N. sibility by railroad, the hospitality of the citizens, and THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA. 
One cOPY. one year. fUr the U. S., Canada or Mexico .......... ....... S3 00 

I above all the facilities furnished by the immense The e,econd annual gathering of American geologists One copy, six months, for the U. S., Canada or :\lexico . ........ .... .. 1 �O l'h ' d Th . b One copy, one year, to any foreign country belonging to Postal Un ion, 4 00
: I ranes an museums. e scientific odies thus was held in the chemical lecture room of the Colum-

Remit by postal or express money order, or by bank draft or check. meeting ha ve been the A merican Economic Associa- bian University at Washington, D. C., during the holi-
MUNN &; co .. 301 B roadway, corner of �-ranklin Street, New York. tion, the American Historical Association, the Forestry days. In the absence of Professors Dana and N ew-

The SCientific AlDerlcan SupplelDen' Congress, and the Geological Society of America. berry, who were detained by ill health, the duty de-Is a distinct paper frOlD tbe SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. Tl IE SUP PLH::\t KN'l' 
Is iS8ued ,'eekly. "very number contains 16 octavo pages. uniform in size Three of the societies met simultaneously under the volved upon Professor Alexander Winchell of replying 
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en dollars. To foreign countries within Postal Union, nine to broaden their ideas and quicken their sympathies which in its original form was the predecessor of the 

Bulldin� Edition. with various phases of modern culture. American Association for the Ad vancement of Science, THE AR CHITEC TS AND BUILDEHS EDITION OF THE SCIENTIFIC A MER-
ICAN is a large and splendid illustrated periodical. issued monthly, con- Notwithstanding the diversions of the holidays, and and which for fifty years formed olle of its most active taining tioor plans, perspective views, and sheets uf constructive details' 
pertaining to modern architecture. Each number is illu,trated with the fact that Congress continued in session, the at- branches. :,He claimed for geology that it lies at the 
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�as the largest CirculatIOn of any archltec- enthusiastic and a great deal of hard work was actu- Stupendous and costly enterprises of national im-
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T1F�t��A�'I�A� i l discussions to which they ga ve rise were of great value, the practical results of geological investigation. He 

and SUPPLE>IENT, $9.00 a year. To foreign countnes, $11.5U a year. not only from the immediate interest excited, but as spoke of the ethical influence of this particular science 
Spanish Edition 01 the Scientific AlDericall. showing the progress made in historiClal. scientifiCl, and in promoting conscientious study and claimed that if LA AMERICA CIENTIFTCA E INDU S T RIAL (Spanish trade editIOn of the • . ' 

SC IENTIFIC HIERICAN) IS published monthly, umform m size and typo- I practICal research. It has been deCllded to hold Similar its method� prevailed in every-day affairs, the conse-
graphy With the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. Every number of La America IS . " . .  meetmgs of some of these bodIes at Washmgton next quences would be highly benefiCial. The study of geo-
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August, in which month will also be held there the an- I logy in our public schools should he encouraged be
nual meeting of the American Association for the Ad- cause it develops the imagination, the powers of gene
vancement of Science. and likewise the International ralization, and indeed every faculty of the human 
Geological Congress. The timely suggestion was made mind, so that it is a crime against the you th of our 

x,r�!(\�r ballk cheCk. �lake all remittance. payable to order of MUNN i by some of the public-spirited citizens that it would be land to exclude it from any grade of their school 
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with committee rooms and all needful appointments; Although the conditions of fell®wship in this society 
as a means of ultimately concentrating in the locality are exacting and somewhat expensive, it has already 
at least the winter meetings of the various national enrolled 202 members, mo�t of whom are in profes-
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associations, as well as furnishing facilities for import- sional work. It has published one volume of its 
ant gatherings of a political and commercial nature. bulletin, and another will shortly appear. It has also 

• '.' • begun an excellent work in the collection of rare and 
THE AMERICAN FORESTRY CONGRESS. original photographs illustrating gorges, chasms, 

The startling fact that, before the woodman's ax, dikes, bosses, huttes, mines, cataracts, and the like. 
fires originated by hunters and by sparks from nume- The officers elected for the coming year are: Presi
rous railroads running through all parts of the coun- dent, Alexander Winchell, of Ann Arbor, Michigan; 
try, the native forests of America were rapidly disap- vice-presidents, G. K. Gilbert, Washington, D. C ., and 
pearing, until, perhaps, only from ten to fifteen per T. C. Chamberlain, of Madison, Wisconsin; H, L. Fair
cent of the original woods remained, stirred up the child, secretary; H. S. Williams, of Cornell Uni versity, 
minds of those interested in this subject to take active treasurer; editor, W. G. McGee, of Washington, D. C. 
measures for the prevention of such wanton destruc- During the three days' session which was beld morning, 
tion; and also for replacing by tree-planting what had afternoon, and evening, more than 50 papers were read, 
already been destroyed. The work began in Nebraska some of them of very considerable length, all of which 
for economic purposes eighteen years ago. The very go into the hands of the executive council to be pub
first year it was officially reported that 12,000,000 trees lished in full or by ab�tract in the proceedings, at 
had been planted; and now, in that one State, it is their discretion. 
known that over 600,000,000 trees have been planted by Among the papers of more general interest may be 
human hands. In pursuance of this good work, the specified an illustrated address by Prof. T. C. Russell, 
Amtrican Forestry Association was organized nin'El / conClerning the expedition sent out last summer under 
years ago, to promote the preservation, the manage� the joint auspices of the United States Geological Sur-

For tbe Week. Endln� .January 10, J 891. ment, and the renewal of our forests, by the gathering vey and the National Geographical Society, to explore 
Price 10 cent •. For .ale by all new,dealer. in of statistics, the securing of appropriate timber the region lying between the Yakutat Bay and Mount 
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12527 and among the beneficial results already secured is the valley, amid the mountains, some of them ending in 

tere. tin" remains of a n old Roman city, described by W Al.TER actual establ ishment of special national reservations, sea walls of solid ice, others situated on steep slopes BESAXT.-2 illustrations.... ........................... . ............ 12527 
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V. BI OGRAPHY.-Peter Kielfer.-Note of the originator cf the County, California, the Yellowstone and Yosemite, out from the mountains through broad valleys as great 
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12528 work, the Forest,ry Association has now passed resol u- that has forced back the sea. Such p1 ateaus are term-
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