
A NEW PARK FOR NEW YORK. 

Great interest is shown by the public in the bill that 
is now pending in the legislature of the State of New 
York for the con versiou of the reservoir on Fifth avenue 
between 40th and 42d streets into a hanging garden. 
The bill for covering over the water receptacles has 
already passe'} the House and is awaiting the approval 
of the Senate, but it seems doubtful whether the bill 
will ever paSR, owing tothe determined opposition that 
has been offered by many prominent citizens, and by 
property owners in the neighborhood. It is claimed 
by those who oppose 

�'itntific �tutricau. 
Beer Drinking in the United States. in appearance the beer drinker may be the picture of 

The following extract, which appeared in the SCIEN- health, but in reality he is almost incapable of resist
TIFIC AMERICAN of April 19, 1879, has been so fre- ing disease. A slight injury, severe cold, or shock to 
quently iuquired for by various correE>pondents that the body or mind will commonly provoke acute disease 
we again reproduce it : ending fatally. Compared with inebriates who use 

For some years past a decided inclination has been different forms of alcohol, he is more incurable, and 
apparent all over the country to give up the use of more generally diseased. The constant use of beer 
whisky and other strong alcohols, using as a substitute every day gi ves the system no time for recuperation, 
beer and bitters and other compound". This is evi- but steadily lowers the vital forces. It is our observa
dently founded on the idea that beer is not harmful tion that. beer drinking in this country produces the 
and contains a large amount of nutriment; also that {very lowest forms of inebriety, closely allied to crimi

the plan thatin case�--------------------------------------------------�� 
Dal insanity. T h e  
most dangerous clasR 
of tramps and ruf
fians in our I a r g e 
cities are beer drink
ers. It is asserted by 
com petent authority 
that the evils of he
redity are more posi
tive in this class thall 
from alcoholics. If 
these facts are well 
founded, the recourse 
to beer as a substi
tute for alcohol mere
ly increases the dan
ger and fatality. 

the reservoi r were 
covered over, t h e  
water would become 
polluted and stag
nant, and the gene
ral health of the city 
would be seriously 
affected. Thi:; argu
ment is llIet by the 
claim that on the 
contrary t he cover
ing would protect 
t.he water froll! the 
dust, dirt, soot, and 
the impurities in the 
air of a great city. 

The method to be 
e m p:l o y e d in con
structing the super
structure is shown in 
one of the views, 
and in the others 
are shown how the 
g a r  d e n could be 

TERRACES AND INCLINED PATHWAY TO RESERVOIR GARDEN. 

In bitters we have 
a drink which can 
never become gene
ral; but its c h i  e f 
danger will be in 
strengthening th e 
disordered cravings, 
which later will de-

made to appear attractive without an enormous ex
pense to the city. The present reservoir covers nearly 
four acres, and as it is located in the very heart of the 
city, such an addition would add materially to the at
tractiveness of Bryant Park that adjoins it, and would 
prove a great benefit to the pUblic. In the proposed 
plan the erection of anything in the nature of a concert 

hall, restaurant, or in fact a building of any description 
has been carefully avoided, as it is believed that any
thing of this nature would 
be a great injury to the 
neighborhood and to the park 
itself. What the public wan t 
is fresh air, more parks, and 
plenty of breathing spaces. 
and this is not to be attained 
if the few vacant spaces that 
remain are permitted to be 
filled with unsightly pavilions 
or lofty buildings. In case 
t.he authorities, after a carefu I 

examination into the sanitary 
and hygienic conditions that 
affect the case, should con
clude that the plan is feasible. 

bitters may have some medicinal qualities, which will 
neutralize the alcohol it conceals, etc. These theories 
are without confirmation in the observations of physi
cians and chemist.s where either has been used for any 
length of time. The constant use of beer is found to 
produce a species of degeneration of all the organism, 
profound and deceptive. Fatty deposits, diminishing 
circulation, conditions of congestion, and perversion 
of functional activities, local inflamruations of both the 

METHOD OF BUILDING SUPERSTRUCTURE. 

velop a positive dis
ease. Public sentiment and legislation should com
prehend that all forms of alcohol are TIIore or less dan
gerous when used steadily, and all persons who use 
them in this way should come under sanitary and 
legislative controL-Q'uarterly Journal of InebTiety. 

• ·e, • 

Cheaper Electric lUeters 'Van ted. 

While it cannot be very long before electric meters 
will be considered a necessity in every central station 

f r o  m w h i c h incandescent 
lights are supplied, ModeTn 
Light and Heat does not be
lieve that it will be until some 
meters are made in a less com
plicated and expensive man
ner. We cannot, adds the edi
tor, understand why so much 
time, energy, and m 0 n e y 

should be spent on meters 
which, when ready for the mar
ket, are too complicated for 
the every-day treatment to 
which meters are liable to be 
subjected, and too expensive 
for either customer or central 

PLAN FOR CONVERSION OF FIFTH AVENUE RESERVOIR INTO A PUBLIC GARDEN. 

it is to be hoped that this will be borne in mind, and that 
the area will be devoted exclusively to the uses of a park, 
which from the beauty of its situation and from the 
novelty of its plan would prove a boon to the public, 
an attraction to visitors, and a pride to the city. 

liver and kidneys, are constantly present. Intellectu- station to buy. The meter which is to come into most 
ally, a stu por amounting to almost paralysis arrests general use is the one combining accuracy and simpli
the reason, precipitating all the higher faculties into a city, for no manager will buy them unless they possess 
mere animalism-sensual, selfish, sluggish, varied only the former feature, and the greater the simplicity the 
wi th paroxysms of anger that are senseiI'll!; I!.nd brutal j less cost to user, and consequent greater ad option. 
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