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�HE COPYRIGHT BILL FAILS TO PASS. stalks by means of a breaker. It is said, however, that 
The defeat of the copyright bill in the House of Rep- the bark can also be stripped off by hand, or the stalks 

resentatives by a vote of 126 to 98 disproves the asser- may go through the machine in their natural state. and 
tion so often made in certain quarters that the senti- the rollers will do the work just as thoroughly. The 
ment of the public is growing more and more fa vorably main feat.ure of the fiber-producing machine consists in 
disposed to the measure, for. remembering that the the forward and backward movement of the rollers, 
vote on the measure last session was almost a tie, it which action separates the fiber while the water under
would seem that longer considemtion of its merits has neath washes out the glue. The advocates of the new 
increased rather than lessened the opposition to its process claim that they can pay $2 a ton for cotton 
passage. Nor will the fate of this bill appear unde- stalks delivered at railroad stations, and make from 
served, when its characteristics and intent are criti- them a bagging which can be sold at 772' cents a yard, 
cally examined. It purported to be an" authors'" bill. a price at which they claim jute bagging cannot be 
In their name it was drawn up, in their name Congress manufactured at a profit. The article produced from 
was asked to make it a law. cotton fiber weighs about two and a quarter pounds to 

On examination it proved, instead of an authors', to the yard, and the average requirement for a bale is 
be a publishers' bill, and to be strongly opposed to the seven yards. 
interest of the general public, giving the publishers A cotton exporter recently stated that the bagging 
the right to increase the cost of foreign books-a vir- made from cotton stalks which he had examined re
tual monopoly or patent for 42 years; indeed, the sembled jute 80 closely that even a person who was 
foreign author being left to accept whatever terms accustomed to handling cotton would not readily de
were offered him or be debarred from publishing on tect the difference. It will not stain the cotton, and 
this side the ocean at all. will show marks easily. It is said that the annual 

The promotors of the bill seem agreed that its defeat yield of stalks will produce bagging sufficient to bale 
was due to the action of Mr. Payson, of Illinois, by three yearly crops of cotton. 
which was struck out the provision that foreign books Should the new fiber stand the test of general use, it 
"hould be printed in the United States to obtain a is easy to see that a new and extensive industry has 
copyright. been opened up. Cotton stalks have heretofore been 

But was it not logical and reasonable to divest it of considered a nuisance by planters, but if they can be 
this clause, its passage being asked on the plea that it made into a bagging for the baling of cotton, a great 
was to benefit authors? step in advance will be made. No one dreamed a few 

The promoters of the measure have all along main- years ago that oil as well as other valuable products 
tained that the author has as clear a right to the pos- could be produced in paying quantities from cotton 
session and free disposal of the work of his brain as the seed, but this utilization of the seed forms one of the 
producer of any other kind of marketable merchan- most striking as well as one of the most important of 
dise. They insisted that it was dishonest to take a recent advances in manufacturing. The public will 
foreign author's works without compensation. Yet doubtless watch with much interest, to see if still an
the law they recommended, instead of opening a free other new and important product is to be developed 
market, would hav' given him leave only on condition from the already fruitful cotton plant. 
that he accepted the terms of pulilishers on this side _ '. _ 

the water. How he would be in any wise bettered by Opening oC tile New Dry Dock at the Brooklyn 
such an arrangement it is hard to see; how the cause of Navy Yard. 

that international honesty of which so much has been The Simpson dry dock, which has already been de-
said would be advanced by such an arrangement, is scribed and illustrated by us (see SCIENTIFIC AMERI
equally obscure. CAN, :November 30,1889) was formally opened on Friday, 

To the ordinary mind the bill which has been de- May 9, in the presence of a number of spectators, in
feated looked simply to self-interest, to the interest of cluding many visitors and invited guests from Wash
a small class of the community, to wit, to the pub- ington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, as well as rep' 
lishers. as against the many. It would, in fact, have resentative naval officers, engineers, and others of the 
tended to raise the price and consequently re�trict the vicinity. Promptly at ]0:30 A. M. the dock was 
sale of the reprint, that boon to hungry readers. If, flooded, and in one hour and five minutes was full. 
that was not the aim of the promoters of international I The caisson was then li ghtened by the ejection of some 
copyright, it would assuredly have been the result of of its water ballast and floated to ono side. The U. S. 
the measure they sought to have made a law. monitor Puritan was next plaeed in the dock, tho 

.. 4 • I .. caisson was replaced and the large pumps started, 

A FIBER FROM COTTON STALKS. 
The result of the formation of the jute bagging trust 

has been to array against it the powerful Farmers' 
Alliance, now num bering, it is claimed, over two million 
members in the South and West. When the trust was 
first formed, the price for bagging was advanced from 
seven to twelve and fourteen cents a yard, though the 
price since then has fallen very much from the latter 
figures. The Southern planters requiring bagging for 
their cotton made up their minds on no account to 
make any purchases from the jute bagging trust, and 
some of them, in order to keep this vow, have used 
other bagging which entailed a net loss of a dollar on 
every bale sent to market. The high price of jute 
bagging, as well as the bitter war between the planters 
and the trust, have greatly stimulated the production 
of substitutes. Pine needles, bear grass, palmetto, and 
Spanish bayonet fibers have all been employed, but 
the product has been far from satisfactory. The bag
ging made from pine needles has been more extensively 
used, perhaps, than any other, but it is apt to stain the 
cotton, and it tears easily. Cotton sheeting is used, but 
this also is not strong enough, and the insurance com
panies object to it as not offering sufficient protection 
to the cotton in case of fire. As a further indication of 
the desperate shifts to which planters have resorted 
rather than use jute bagging. it may be said that 
cotton has been received in New York baled with 
willow sticks and iron hoops, so that it was necessary 
to open the bales with an ax. 

Reliable advices from Augusta, Ga., recently received 
seem to indicate that the want of a satisfactory substi
tue for jute bagging has been met by prod ucing a 
fiber from cotton stalks. Mr. William E. Jackson, 
a lawyer of AuglCsta, has given a good deal of time and 
attention to developing the process. He commenced 
experimenting with a machine patented to produce 
certain South American fibers by running-cotton stalks 
through it and then submitted the fiber to a carding 
machine, and the result was an article which closely 
resembles what is known as jute butt yanks. Mr. 
Jackson then sent a bale of this material to a bagging 
factory at Paterson, No J., and proceeded thither 

emptying the dock and leaving thtJ ship upon the keel 
and bilge blocks. A very elegant collation was then 
tendered the visitors. In all respects the occasion may 
be termed a success, and the officials of the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard are to be congratulated on this last addi
tion to their plant. 

. ,.� . 

Keeping at It. 

It is a great mistake to suppose that the best work 
of the world is done by people of great strength and 
great opportunities. It is unquestionably an advan
tage to have both these things, but neither of them, 
quoting from the ManujactuTeT and Builde7', is 
a necessity to thu man who has the spirit and the 
pluck to achieve great results. Some of the greatest 
work of our time has been done by men of physical 
feebleness. No man has left a more distinct impression 
of himself on this generation than Charles Darwin, 
and there have been few men who have had to strug
gle against such prostrating ill health. Darwin was 
rarely able to work long at a time. He accomplished 
his great. work by having a single aim, and putting 
every ounce of his force and every hour of his time 
into the task which he had set before him. He never 
scattered his energy, he never wasted an hour, and 
by steadily keeping at it, in spite of continual ill 
health and of long intervals of semi-in validism, he 
did a great work, and has left the impression upon the 
world of a man of extraordinary energy and working 

capacity. Success is rarely a matter of accident; al
ways a matter of character. The reason why so many 
men fail is that so few men are willing to pay the price 
of self-denial and hard work which success exacts. 

••••• 

Bnrnlng oC tile Great Singer Sewing Maclline 
Works. 
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11916 himself, and the bagging which was produced under his 
famous varnish, the collection of the e,,,p from the Rhus verni- direction has been declared to be an excellent article. 

The great works of the Singer Sewing Machine Co., 
at Elizabethport, N. J., were seriously damaged by tire 
on the 6th of May. The main building, with its valu
able contents, including millions of needles, several 
thousand finished sewing machines, and an immelJse 
stock of partly finished machines, tools, etc., were de
stroyed. The loss is estimated at $750,000. Rebuilding 
will be at once commenced, and temporary structures 
erected for the immediate resumption of regular work. 
The entire area occupied by the company is 32 acres. 
The main building was 230 feet long, 60 feet wide, with 
aunex 800 feet long, 50 feet wide, 4 stories high. 

Cl�e�:Ex';iriinati·o;'·OfT�xtii'''Fiber8iWdF';brics.�BYH::scirLicii: 11981 / A detailed description of the process by which the TER.-A very intere8ting and timely paper on the examination of . . .  
the ditferent tlbers used in making textile fabrics, such as silk, fiber bas been obtained cannot be gIven at thIS tune, 
��;"���tf�r�t��, TI:��t��f�':,ls��.��.r���� ���.��t.��I.S.�.��I���������� 111118 but it is known that the bark is removed from the 
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