
RECENTLY PATE!lTED INVENTIONS. 

Agricultural. 

S ULKY PLOW. - George W. Haines, 
S.tockton, Cal. The frame of this machine hils a ver· 
tically adjustable transverse shaft, with a rocking snp­
port, permitting adjnstments of the plow beams and 
plows, without interfering with the free action of the 
clevis, with other novel features, adaptin� the plow to 
a,wide range of work in preparing lands to receive 
crops, for road grading, and other purposes. 

BAND CUTTING FORK.-Arthur Rod­
man, Holder, Ill. This IS a fork with �lade or cutter 
attachment, whereby, in unfastening sheaves of grain, 
preparatory to shaking, before the straw is passed 
through the thrashing machine. the man using the fork 
can cnt the bands and handle the straw simnltaneously, 
expediting the work and saving the service of extra 
help. 

CORN HARVESTER AND HUSKER.­
Andrew L. Rasmnson, Clermont. Iowa. This invention 
covers novel feRtnres of construction and combinations 
of parts in a combined corn harvester and husker, by 
which corn may be gathered, husked, and passed to a 
discharge opening, where it may be placed in bags or 
other receptacles. 

POTATO DIGGER. -James W. Scott, 
Uhrichsville, Ohio. This invention covers an improved 
construction of an apparatus formerly patented by the 
same inventor, whereby the machine is made more 
durable and efficient. having detachable spades or 
cutters to snit different soils, and to assist sandy or 
loamy soils, clods, weeds, etc ..  in passing back on the 
shaker. 

SWIVEL PLow.-Ferdinand J. Blanke, 
Whitewater, Wis. This plow is light, SImple, and dnr­
ahle. and the invention provides means whereby the 
plows may be reversed expeditiously and conveniently, 
while the draught and position of the handles will be 
simultaneously changed to correspond with the plow 
brought into use. 

lBechanlcal. 

BALING PRESS.-David L. Hannay, 
Grapeville, N. Y. This press has a cam device for ad­
justing the yielding wall of the baling box by a slight 
turn of the cam head lever, with other novel featnres, 
making a simple, inexpensive, and efficient machine for 
preSsing hay, straw, cotton, etc., into smooth bales, 
with economy of time and labor. 

CHANNELING MACHINE.-William H. 
Bryant. North Amherst, Ohio. The machine consists 
essentially of a jointed drill·carrying lever mounted 
npon an adjustable fulcrum. the two sections of the 
lever being normally held in the same plane by a 
spring, while the lever is connected to .. crank .haft 
adapted to impart a rocking motion, the machine being 

designed especially for quarry use. 
MAKING STEREOTYPE P L A TE S. -

Lucius Goss. Upper Montclair. N. J., and Samuel W. 
Trew, Brooklyn, N. Y. This invention covers a novel 
construction of machine for trimming, planing, and 
sawing the plates, and fitting them for the form by a 
single passage of the plate thr(>ugh the machine, which 
hRS a reciprocating bed plate in comhination with edge 
trimming knives, plane, diagonally set saw, and hold· 
ing bars. 

PRINTING CYLINDER.-William Berri, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. This cylinder is designed especially 
for use in the printing of warp threads to be used in the 
weaving of tapestry carpets. where a number of cylin­
ders and supporting carriages are employed, each 
cy linder and carriage arranged to print a different 
color upon the yarn, the invention covering a segmental 
printing block or die with recessed side faces, and with 
projections extending from its inner circumferential 
face. 

CALIPERS AND DIVIDERS. - Thomas 
Green, East 'Davenport, Iowa. This is an improved 
measuring and drawing instrument specially adapted 
for mechanics, and to be used as inside and outside 
ealipers, diVIders, etc., the instrument having a plate 
with segmental gradullted part and a fixed arm held 
thereon, with an indicator, and other novel features, 
whereby the instrument may be readily changed from a 
divider into an inside or outside calipers. 

NEWSPAPER ADDRESSING MACHINE.­
Henry Banks, Jr., La Grange, Ga. This is a machine in­
tended for attachment to the folder of a newspaper 
press, for addressing the newspapers as they are de· 
livered, and is so constructed that when no papers are 
passillg through the machine the addressed strip is not 
cut, the invention covering various novel featnres of 
construction and arrangement of parts. 

Railway Appliances. 

RAIL CHAIR AND SLEEPER.-Cenemon 
P. Espinasse, Montauban, France. This is a metallic 
railway sleeper having on its upper surface a central 
longitudinal rih, .with parallel side ribs and transverse 
ribs, 'the central rib being recessed and notched, in com­
bination with a compressible packing block having a 
serrated upper .nrface, and a railway chair having a ser· 
rated hottom snrface bearing on the packing block. 

HEAD CHAIR AND CONNECTING ROD. 
-William J. Hooper, Rincon, New Mexico. This in· 
vention provides a railway head chair and switch con­
necting rod so constructed as to render the parts strong 
and dnrable, while the throw rail connection is so made 
that if alj.y of the parts become worn or broken they 
may be easily and quickly replaced. 

lB lscellaneous. 

SHOE HORN. - Samuel D. McKenty, 
Philadelphia, Pa. This horn is made with a handle, 
and a lower portion capable of clamlling the back end 
of the shoe and conveniently pu11lng it on to the foot, 
without soiling the hands of the wearer. 
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SKATE.-Thomas H. McQuo wn, Biggs­
ville, ill. This skate is made with a sole plate and a 
rnnner made in two parts, of which the rear part is 
rigidly secured to the sole plate, and the front part 
pivotally connected thereto, permitting the skater to 
skate on his heel or toe, or on both, and readily pa88 
over uneven ice or obstructions. 

HOISTING GEARING. - Carl H. W. 
Reichel, New York City. This invention covers a 
differential pulley and cord hoisting gearing more 
particularly adapted for adjusting the picture or color 
tray of an artist's easel, six pulleys being journaled to 
fixed and movable pal'ts of a structure, in combination 
with an endless cord, the device being also applicable 
to a wide range of work in connection with other 
mechanisms. 

The charge for In8ertion under thtB head is One Dollar 
a linefur each in8ertion; about eight words to a line. 
Adverti8ement8 mU8t be received at publica/ion qJfice 
asearivas Thur8day 1nwning to appear in next issue. 

Pattern letters and figures to place on patterns for 
cast-ings. (H. W.J Knight & Son, Seneca Falis, N. Y. 

Wanted-Capital to push an attractive seaside nov' 
elty. Address "w. A. B.," P. O. box773,NewYork. 

For Sale-A complete set of SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, 
bound, from 1853 to 1889, and also complete SUPPT,E­
MENTS. Address F. Lankenheimer, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

applied to that class of boilers having large riveted 
fiues. In the present advanced state of the wrought 
iron pipe industry, these large flues are now made by 
welding the same, and are generally called fines. 

KNIFE CLEANER.-Robert W. Jamie- The Star Fountain Gold,Pen. The bestm adestylo. 
Price, $}.{X); fonntain, $1.50 and up. Send for circulars. 
J. C. Ullrich & Co .. 106 Liberty st., New York. 

(324) Lecturer and Draughtsman asks 
ns to explain the principle on which the megascope is 
constructed, which throws an image on the screen from 
opaque or surface objects, instead of from transparen­
cies. Also, could the principle be adapted to throwing 
an image in a dark room from external objects, and 
what size of disk can be thrown? A. For illustrated 
description of an electric mega.cope see SCIENTIFIC 

AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT, No. 640. It is suitable for 
illustrating lectures aud oral teaching. When adapted 
for projecting out.side objects in a dark room, it becomes 
a camera, or, in connection with a mirror. on the printi· 
pIe of the solar microscope, may have its optical center 
changed in the direction of outside objects. The size 
of the image may be from 4 to 10 feet diameter or more. 
according to the intensity of the light and size of 
lenses. They can be procured through the optical trade. 

son, Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, N. W. Territory, 
Canada. It is made with two blocks or plates hinged 
togp.ther to present opposing faces for, first cleaning 
and then polishing knife blades, the blades to be first 
cleaned while wet and afterward dry polished, the 
blocks being faced with cleaning fabric and supplied 
with knife brick powder. 

MAKING BASIC LEAD SALTS.-Farn­
ham M. Lyte, Cotford, Oakhill Road, Putney, Snrrey 
County, England. This invention covers a process of 
fitting sparingly soluble salts of lead for use as white 
pigments, by first treating basic lead acetate with suI· 
phuric acid to precipitate the extra base. then render· 
ing the precipitate basic by the addition of basic lead 
acetate, and finally boiling the mixtnre. 

RUNNING GEAR FOR VE H I C L ES.­
Alfred W. Johnson, New Brunswick, N. J. By this 
invention king bolts are dispensed with, and certain 
combinations made between the bodies and swiveling 
axles of wagons, whereby. when cranking the axles, 
the center portions thereof in direction of their length 
are brought closer together or moved further apart, 
the whole space between the wheels being utilized by 
sliding the body of the vehicle. 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 
E U I L DIN O ED I T ION. 

FEBRUARY NUlBBER.-(No. 40.) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

1. Elegant plate in colors showing elevation in per­
spective of a suburban club house, with fioor 
plans, sketch of entrance, etc. Munn &; Co., archi· 
tects, New York. 

2. Plate in colors showing perspective and plans, with 
details, for a comfortable country dwelling. Cost 
three thousand five hund� dollars. Designed by 
Mnnn &; Co., architeets, New York. 

3. View of the Jay Gould tomb at Woodlawn ceme­
tery, near New York city. A most classical speci· 
men of mortuary architectnre. 

4. A residence at Rutherford, N. J. Perspective ele­
vation and 1Ioor plans. 

5. A Queen Anne cottage at Flatbu.h, Long Island. 
Cost complete, eight thousand dollars. Plans and 
perspective. 

6. A carriage house for one thousand dollars, lately 
built at Flatbush, Long Island. Perspective and 
fioor plan. 

7. A house for three thousand dollars lately erected at 
Bridgeport, Conn. Perspective elevation and fioor 
plans. 

8. A residence at Orange, N. J. Cost fourteen thou­
sand dollars. Plans and perspective. 

9. A hlock of eighteen hundred dollar frame dwellings 
at Syracuse, N. Y. Floor plans and perspective. 

10. The Galliera M useum, Paris. Half page engrav­
ing. 

11. Sketches from the Architectnral League Exhibition: 
Proposed m�morial campanile for plaza of PrOB­
pect Park. Brooklyn, 'N. Y., Henry O:Avery, archi­
tect-The Washington Hotel, Kansas City, Mo., 
Bruce Price, architect, N. Y.-Towers of hotel at 
Big Stone Gap, Va., Brunner &; Tryon, architects 
-District school house at Washington, Conn., 
Ros.iter &; Wright, architects. 

12. DeSign for a boat house of moderate cost, by Munn 
&; Co., architects, New York. 

13. Page of engravings of country residences. 
14. Miscellaneous Contents: Restoration of the 

Doge's Palace.-The hroken timbcr raft.-Rais· 
ing columns of St. Isaac's Cathedral, St. Peter8-
burg.-Tarred bricks.-Pompeian houses. - Re· 
pairing of a well.-Finish for pine.-Architecture 
as a profession.-Paintwork.-The National As· 
sociation of Builders.- How best to light our 
country homes and resorts, iIlustrations.-Larch 
lumber.-The Thomson·Houston motor for sMeet 
cars.-Hints on plumbing and cellars.-The 'ratal 
climate of Panama.-Im proved hoist for passenger 
or freight elevators, illustrated.-Clark's new anti· 
friction caster, iIIustrated.-Tool cahinet, iIIus· 
trated.- Universal bevel protractor, illustrated.­
California slate.-Pipe 'wrench, illustrated.-The 
.. Gorton" boiler, illnstrated. 

The Scientific American Architects and Builders 
Edition is issued monthly; $2.50 a year. Single copies, 
25 cents. Forty large quarto pages, equal to about 
two hundred ordinary book pages ; forming, pr&cti. 
cally. a large and splendid MAGAZINE OF ARCHITEC' 

TURE, richly adorned with elegant plates in c'olors and 
with line engravings, illllstrating the most interesting 
examples of Modem Architectural Construction and 
allied snbjects. 

The Fullness, Richne�8, Cheapness, and Conveniellce 
of tbis work have won tor it the LARGEST CIRCUL4TION 
of anf Architectnral publication in the world. Sold by 
all newsdealers. 

MUNN &00., Pum.ISH1IBII, 
t.aGl lkoad'll'ay, New York. 

Air compre88or for sale cheap. Also steel tanks, iron 
rail, cars, etc. Address The Bulfalo Wood Vulcanizing 
Co., BuUalo, N. Y. 

Screw machines, milling machines, and drill presses. 
E. E. Garvin & Co., 139-148 Center St., New York. 

Dies, moulds, patterns. models, engraving, etc., to 
ord'er. Chas. A. Hailey, designer. Middletown, Conn. 

For the latest improved diamond prospecting drills, 
addre •• the M. C. Buliock MfM. Co., Chicago. III. 

For the best Hoisting Engine for all kinds of work. 
address J. S. Mundy, Newark, N. J. 

Presses & Dies. Ferracute Mach. Co., Bridgeton, N. J 

Perforated metals of all kinds for all pnrposes. The 
Robert Aiteh ison Perforated Metal Co., Chicago, Ill. 

The Holly Mamifactnrmg Co., of Lockport, N. Y., 
will spnd their pamphlet, describIng water works ma­
chinery. and containing repOrts of test., on application. 

(325) E. C. H. O. asks: Will an optical 
expert kindly say if a conca"e mirror can reproduce 
external ohjects in a dark box or room like the camera 
obscnra, and would the image obtained be strong 
enough to affect a sensitized surface? A. About forty. 
five years ago Prof. John W. Draper and Mr. Wolcott 
made experiments with concave refiectors for taking 
daguerreotypes, some of the refiectors having holes at 
the center for observation lind elimination of stray 
light. Aberration and other difficulties caused them to 
be laid aside and superseded by the fast improving 
lenses for photographic work. 2. Also, what instru­
ment is there for giving representations of external ob· 
jects, so as to sketch them, besides the camera lucida? 
A. We know of nothing but the camera obscura in its 
varIOus forms, and nothing isjbetter than a good camera 
lucida if properly shaded. 

Iron, Steel, and Copper Drop Forgings of every de· 
scription. Billings & Spencer Co., Hartford, Conn. 

The Improved Hydraulic Jacks, Punches, and Tube 
Expander.. R. Dudgeon. 24 Columbia St., New York. 

Hoisting Engines, Friction Clutch Pulleys, Cut·off 
Couplings. The D. Frisbie Co .• 112 Liberty St., N. Y. 

Tight and Slack Barrel Machinery a specialty. John 

Greenwood & Co •• Rochester, N.Y. Se" iIlu •. adv., p.2S. 

Rotary veneer basket and fruit package machinery. 
I. E. Merritt Co., Lockport, N. Y. 

Hodges' universal angle union maltes pipe connection 
at any angle. Bollstone Machine Co .• Fitchburg, Mass. 

Planing and Matching Machines. All kinds Wood 
Working Machinery. C. B. Rogers & Co .. Norwich, Conn. 

Belting.-A good lot of second hand belting for sale 
cheap. Samuel Roberts, B69 PearllSt� New York. 

Duplex Steam Pumps. Volker &; Felthousen Co •• Buf­

falo, N. Y. 

prSend tor new and complete catalogue of Scientific 
and other Book. for ."le by Munn & Co.,361 Broadway, 
New York. �'ree on application. 

mNTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

NaDiell and A ddrellll mnst accompany all letters, 
or no attention will be paid thereto. This is for our 
information, and not for publication. 

Rererelleell to former articles or answers should 
give date of paper and page or number of question. 

Inqul rlell not answered in reasonable time should 
be repeated; correspondents will bear in mind that 
some answers require not a little research, and, 
though we endeavor to reply to all, either by letter 
or in this department, each must take his turn. 

Special Wrlttell luCorDiallon on matters of 
personal rather than general interest cannot be 
expected without remuneration. 

Sclen'Ulc A Di erlean SUI'plemen'" referred 
to may be had at the office. Price 10 cents each. 

Bookll referred to promptly supplied on receipt of 
prIce. 

lUlneral. sent for examination should be distinctly 
marked or labeled. 

(322) R. J. F. writes: I use a large 
amount of burlaps to wipe paraffine from tin cans. 
Will you please inform me in the SCIENTIFIC AMERI' 

CAN of a chp.ap way to save both the paraffine and bur· 
lap to use again? A. Wash the burlap in naphtha and 
distill it after the burlaps are removed, saving the distil· 
late to use again. The paraffine will remain in the reo 
tort. 

(323) H. E. S. writes: The Amoskeag 
steam fire en�ine has always been known as having a 
submergedlfiue boiler, the fiues carrying off smoke and 
distributing thebeat. I have had s' number of argu· 
ments·npon this boiler, it being claimed that while it 
'I!!¥ a lIne boiler, it was a tubular boiler also. I hold 
thatit is a fiueboiler and not a tubular boiler,in the 
sense that a fire engine boiler is tubular nowadays, for 
you find by consulting the make of boiler used on all 
modern engines, such as Clapp &; Jones. Ahrens, 
Lafrance. Silsby, that the water is carried inside the 
tubes, the heat outside, and the whole 'boiler interior 
being the smoke fiue. I cannot furnish ynu cuts to 
illustrate my position, but perhaps you are familiar 
with them. The fiues in an Amoskeag boiler are cer· 
tainly tuhes before they enter into the con.truction of 
the boiler, but after that they carry off the smoke and 
distrihute t.he hellt and fnrnish the dranght for fire, and 
I hold are no longer tubes, but fiues. Am I right in my 
understanding as to the tubular and fiue boiler? A. In 
the pipe trade, tnbes and fiues are najlles used for the 
same article. The custom with boiler wakers is to de­
sig�ate all boilers made with the small welded tubes 
or 1Iues, whether vertical or horizontal, as tnbular 
boilers. and the boilers with drop tubes, as us�d.in fire 
engine, as drop tube boilers, although part of tlie tubes 
carry off the smoke as in the ordinary vertical tubular 
boiler 01 the trade. A fine bo.iler strictly speaking Is 

(326) C. A. M. says: Please inform me 
through your columns how to stain Tennessee poplar 
wood a nice cherry color with a good finish. Also what 
acid I can nse to clean brass by dipping? A. For cherry 
color, mix equal parts of solution of extraet of logwood 
and solution of saffron in dilute spirit of wine, and add 
a little solution of tin to tone thel st.ain; dry: and var· 
nish. To clean brass by acid dip, make the brass clean 
from all grease or varnish by dipping in Ia hot strong 
solution of potash and rinse in' hot water, then dip in 
strong nitric acid for a few seconds and then in hot 
water. If the color is not clear at first, dip again. 

(327) Amateur 'Binder says: I would 
like a receipt for making a varnish for the leather covers 
on books. Something to use on roan binding to finish 
np with. I used an alcohol varnish, and it made the 
color run. A. Use bookhinder's varnish, which ismade 
by dissolving pale gum sandarac 8 ounces to 1 pint 95 

per cent alcohol, dissolve cold and decant. Apply very 
quickly with a small soft sponge, like wiping the snr· 
face lightly. It is the excess in quantity that makes the 
color run. 

(328) B. F. E. asks: 1. What should 
constitute a solder (such as is used on tin cans, oyster, 
peach, '\,nd other preserves) which would be durable, 
and at the same time so that the tin soldered with it 
could be easily pulled apart? A. There is no solder that 
will pull apart easily that is rellable; 50 parts tin, 25 

parts lead, 25 parts bismuth, make an easy fiowing 
solder that is weaker than the ordinary tinman's solder. 
2. What is the cost of tin cans? A. We cannot furnish 
cost of tin cans. 

Enqulriell '0 be Anllwered. 

The following enquiries have been sent in by some of 
onr subscribers, and doubtless others of our readers 
will take pleasure in answering them. The number of 
the enq uiry should head the reply. 

(329) D. y, M. asks: What substance 
will change hard water to soft? 

(a30) S. T. R. says: I will be pleased to 
have you inform me or tell me where I can find out the 
results of the trials that have been made in burning 
steam by blowing it into boiler furnaces, or in any other 
way. Is it actually burnt, and if so what are the eco· 
nomic results, and at what temperatnre does it ignite? 

(331) J. F. asks: Can you inform me 
through your answers to correspondents, the mode of 
constructing the arch of the West Shore tunnel at West 
Point and the means used? 

(332) W. A. T. says: I want to descend 
from a balloon by means of a parachute; what kind of 
goods can I mak� a hot air balloon and parachute of 
without using silk, and how large must balloon be to 
carry 250 pounds, and wllat is the best way to fill tluJ 
balloon with hot air? 

(333) E. L. asks: Will you kindly inform 
me how to stop new shoes making So much noise? 

(334) W. L. G. asks: 1. Will you please 
inform me what is the best method for mounting starch 
granules and, blood corpuscles for microscope ob· 
jects? 2. A mounting medinm that will not dissolve 
raphides. 3. What is the highest magnifying power of 
the large Lick telescope? 

(335) L. W. S. asks: 1. What is the 
cause of cyclones? 2. Why did we have no cyclones 
forty or fifty years ago? 

(336) E. W. T. asks: Please give rue a 
formula for making gold lacquer that will stand 250 
degNes of heat without crackine, off, and that will not 
come off when applied upon tin if it is run through a 
machine and bent in any direction. 

Replle8 '0 Enqulrlell. 

The following replies relate to enquiries recently pub· 
liehed in SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, and to the numbers 
therein given : 

(81) Mixing Chemicals. - In mbing 
nitrate of potash with sulphur and sulphide of antl\llOny 
care should be exercised to avoid explosion or defiagra· 
tlon. Powder each ingredient separately in a clcan 
mortar and mix without using the pe.tle. 
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