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His early association with Ezra Cornell has been no- ground, but hastily digging themselves in, would 
ticed. He was named as one of the incorporators of have been ridiculed by Gerlllan military men, in fact, 
Cornell University, and has been one of the benefac- they would have probably pronounced it rank cow
tors of the great institution, by founding the Sibley ardice. 

On the morning of July 12, at half past ten, Hiram 
Sibley, the founder of the Sibley College of Mechanical 
Arts, died aft.er an illness of five days. Until the end of 
the preceding week he had seemed in his usual health, 
but on Sunday, July 8, he was stricken with apoplexy. 
For much of the time intervening between this period 
and his death he was unconscious. 

College, now under the managemen t of Professor Now, what was my astonishment to see whole regi

Robert H. 'fhurston. His other benefactions are nu- ments precipitate themselves fiat on· their respective 
merous. The fortune he left is very large, being esti- stomachs, hastily digging up a little trench in front of 

The history of bis life is a remarkable one, and shows 
hi 111 to hM'e 

·
lJeell the typical self-made American. He 

was born in NOI·th Adallls, Mass., February 6, 18,1l7. 
After a few years of schooling, before he was 16 years 
old, he was apprenticed to a shoelllaker. It is said that 
he watched a shoemaker working, and then declared 
that he could make a shoe. The offer was accepted, 
and he sat down and made his first attempt at ;:t boot. 
This was the origin of his apprenticeship. The trade, 
however, was distasteful to him, 
and he entered a cotton factory, 
and subsequently tried w o o  I 
carding and machine work, so 
that when he was 21 years of age 
he knew five trades. 

In 1843, after a number of suc
cessful business ventures on his 
own acc ount, he was elected 
sheriff of M onroe County, N. Y. 
But his political aspirations were 
cut off by a subject or greater 
interest. Professor Morse was at 
this time in the midst of his ex
periments, anj the mind of the 
eminently mechanical H i  r a III 

Sibley saw in them the genu of 
a p:reat future. In 1840, three 
years before this time, Mr. Sib
ley had gone to Washington 
with Ezra Cornell to assist PI'Of. 
Morse in obtaining an appro
priation of $40,000 to put up the 
Washington and Baltimore line. 
It was secured, and the first prac
tically operative line was erected. 
Other inventors were stimulated 
by Morse's success, and soon 
many telegraph companies were 
established all over the United 
States. It was to the consolidat
ing of these rival interests tha.t 
Mr. Sihley addressed himself. 
He gradually sllcceeded in buy
ing up theil' stock, securing some 
of it at a nominal value, and ef
fec.ted the desired unification, 
founding the Western Union 
Telegraph Company as the suc
cessor of the many rival COl'pO
tations. He held the presidency 
of the new company for sixteen 
y e a  r s. The company started 
with 132 offices and $220,000 cap· 
ital. When h e  left it, 4,000 offi
ces were in operation, and it.s 
property w as estimated at $40,. 
000,000. 

His next great achievement 
was the erection of a telegraph 
line to San Francisco from the 
Eastern States. As soon as this 
was done, he tried to carry out 
the project of uniting the eastern 
and western hemispheres by a 
telegraph line by way of Alaska 
and Siberia. The work was be
gun, and would doubtless have 
been carried out, had .not the 
Atlantic: cable interfered. But 
the successful laying of this link 
did away with the necessity for 
the longer land line, and the 
enterprise was abandoned, at a 
loss of $3,UOO,000. 

His other business ventures 
were of much importance also. Railroads and farming 
were alike included among his ventures. In Illinois 
he owned a farm of 40,000 acres. This he divided 
into tracts, erected a house and barn on each por
tion, and let it out on shares. About one hundred 
and fifty tenants occupy it. For the handling of the 
crops an elevator and corn shelling mill is provided, 
built upon the line of the railroad which runs through 
the property. 

He was the proprietor of a most extensive seed and 
nursery business at Rochester, N. Y. In conducting 
it he uSfld every means to insure success and high grade 
of product. Much of his seed was raised abroad, all 
large lots were tested, and by premiums he endeavored 
to improve the qUality. This business, now of im
mense dimensions, he started in 1869, when he retired 
f�om the Western Union Telegraph Company. 

Rochester, �. Y., was for most of his life h,is home. 
In 184lJ he settled there, and for forty-five years was 
one of its prominent citizens. 

lllated at seven to ten miIlions of dollars. them with short-handled spades, which a nUlllber of 
• , OJ , • each company carry on their knapsacks, and firing 

,l.merica tbe Military Scbool for Europe. away for dear life, never letting on that they had 
Col. A. G. Adae, late captain 4th Ohiu Volunteer learned all that from our Atlanta and other callJpaigns, 

Cavalry, read recently before the Ohio Coml1landery where rifle pits were first brought into perfection. Yes, 
of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion a very inter- here, instead of their old style of standing shoulder 
esting paper, which appears in the Ohio Soldie.r. It to shoulder, stand up in a solid mass, shoot and be 
is mainly devoted to a description of the German 

I
Shot at, they send out their infantry in open order, 

autllllln maneuvers, which Captain Adae witnessed dur- fight on the skirmish line, which was al ways our boys' 
ing a visit to his mother's home in Gerlllany. Comment special delight, and in which the American soldier 

ing upon them, he says:" I presume it would sound 
very distasteful to German military men, and would 
probably be promptly repudiated by them, when I state 
that the Germans have learned a great deal from us, 
and have adopted many features which were brought 
forward during our war, but, as some newspaper men 
are wont to do, without giving credit. When it has 
been the fashion among European military lllen to 
speak of our armies as armed mobs, and to charac� 
terize our battles as bushwacldng on a large scale, 
it gives me very great pleasure to state right here, 
from personal observation, that since our war they 
have made almost a complete change in their infantry 
tactics, that in their late wars the employment of their 
cavalry is an almost exact copy of what we did here, 
that their ambulance service and field hospitals, as 
well ab t.heir field signal service, are largely our inven
tions and copied from us. Thirty years ago the idea 
of soldiers fighting while lying fiat on the ground and 
not only taking advantage of every inequality of the 
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beats the w 0 rid, h ide on the 
ground-why, I believe t h e y 
would hide behind trees if they 
had many in their c o  u n  t r y. 
What does their cavalry do? 
\Vhat were the famous Uhlan in
cursions into France, with their 
cutting of railroads, blowing up 
of bridges, scaring the people 
generally, but a reproduction of 
our great cavalry raids under a 
Kilpatrick, Custer, Stoneman, 
and Long on our side, orof Stew
art, Wheeler, and Morgan on the 
wrong side .of the house? This 
mode of using cavalry, instead 
of sending it against each other 
to destroy itself in furious ant! 
generally resultless onslaughts, 
was clearly first brought out by 
us." 

This confirms the testimony on 
this p o i  n t recently presented 
here, in a communication from 
an English officer in.lndia, which 
was furnished to us by the edi
tor of the Centu1'Y Magazine. 
Not only are the European sol
diers indebted to us now, as 
they always have been, for the 
suggestions of some of the most 
radical changes in the art of war, 
but it is from American inventive 
genius that the improvement i n  
the machinery o f  war i s  largely 
derived.--A1·my and Navy J01l1'
nal. 

Tbe Military Microphone. 

An adaptation of the micro
phone to military purposes is at 
present under essay at Mont
auban, and, so far, with satisfac
tory promise. At the conclusion 
of the yearly period of training 
of the 132d regiment of Terri
torial Infantry, trials were made 
with a microphonic apparatus, 
invented by Lieutenant Desbor
dieu of the sa me corps. Recon
noissance by automatic means 
was the object sought for, and 
the apparatus not 0 n I y gave 
warning of the passage of troops 
from afar, and unseen by the 
operators, but also indicated the 
different branches ot the arms 
in movement, and furnished an 
approximate idea of the num
bers of men and horses on the 
ad\·ance. The c o n  t r i v a n  c e, 
which is as simple as it i� inge
nious, consists of a sounding 
plate buried in the soil, across 
and along any route, and con
nected by a long wire to the con-

ductor and receiving disk of the apparatus in posi
tion,' which provides t.he electric cnrrent to vivify 
the sound. Generals Vincendon and De Sonis, ac
companied by a nUlllerous staff, .watched the oper
ations, and were sufficiently impressed by their util
ity and efficacy in giving warning, that a report was 
sent to the Ministry of War upon the subject. Orders 
have been sent to the inventor to continue his ex
periments under technical superintendence. 

....... 

Tbe Marine Brake. 

A marine brake has been invented by M. Pagan, and 
was recently tested on the Seine. It consists of a cable 
having attached to it a series of canvas cones which' 
open out by t.he action of the water, and exert an enor
mous retarding force on the vessel. Thus the steamer 
Corsaire, running at a speed of 13 knots, was stopped 
by this appliance in 7 seconds, <14 seconds being req u ired 
when she stopped by reversing the engines without 
making use of the brake. 
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