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some years their service may be all that will be desired, there is yet not anything to sustain them. 
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The Architect's and Builder's Edition of the 

Seientlflc Amel·lcan. 

The November number of this splendid architectural 
journal has been out a few days, and may be obtained 
at book stores, news stands, or by mail direct from this 
office. Price 25 cents. 

Besides two full pages of colored illustrations of new 
dwelling houses, the November issue contains engrav­
ings of a number of low priced houses, of recent con· 
titruction, representing the latest designs and accom­
panied with plan views, showing the interior arrange­
Illents of the houses. This number also contains an 
engraving of the beautiful muni�ipal building just com­
pleted at Glasgow, also the design for a new and mag­
nificent hotel at Richmond, Va., a view under the cen­
tral dome of the exposition building of Glasgow, and 
the New York Times nine story handsome building, 
which is nearly completed, and views illustrating the 
manner in which the building was reconstructed with­
out dist,urbing the compositors or other employes or,the 
printing presses or other machinery used in producing 
a daily newspaper, which feat was never before accom· 
plished on so extensive a scale. 

A small country church, with plan of the arrange­
ment of t.he seats, and a stable and carriage house of 
moderate cost, are among the many other useful sub­
jects treated in the November nuw ber; and any persons 
contemplating the building of a new house, or the re­
modeling of an old one, will find it to their advantage 
to consult all the back nu mbers (thirty-seven already 
published) of the ARCHITECT'S AND BUILDER'S EDI­
TION of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, and whoever does 
it will be very likely to save a good many dollars, besides 
being better satisfied with his improvement from the 
good suggestions he derived from their perusal. 
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THE cranks of the age are for the present turning 

from the congenial labor of inventing perpetual motion 
machines to invent a new language, which they call 
"Volapuk." It is a conglomeration of all the modern 

and some of the dead languages, and an experienced 
linguist can see little sense in it. When a miller re­
ceives a letter informing him that" Klub at alabom 
rigi omik in lenpuk pegivol sis vigs kil komu volapuk­
aklubi keli opubobs 80SUS olabobs spadi e vodabuk upu­
bom egetobs bletimo penedi estabobs," he need not be 
alarmed. It is not a complaint that his flour is "off," 
nor a death warrant, nor a notice of the coming of the 
sheriff. It is simply a "volapuk" crank unloading his 
superfluous and valueless attainment. -Milling World. 
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hands and minds and getting plen ty of fresh air. This 
seems t.o be at least a primal quantity in the solution of 
the problem of long life. Men like these, with plenty 
of work and fresh air, are able to eat and smoke, 
even to a point we would call excess, without injury, 
and even to drink at times with no evil resulting. It is 
those of sedentary habits, who do no hard labor and 
get little exercise or fresh air, who must be the most 
careful. 

• •••• 
QUICK LETTER DELIVERY. 

No mail service can be said to be good enough while 
a better one may be had. In New York City such pos­
sibility is clearly in sight, the means at hand, the way 
clear, and all that is wanted to take advantage of the 
conditions existing, an order frot::J. the post master­
general and the preparation of a time schedule. Three 
lines of elevated roads traverse the city, with trains 
running constantly and rapidly, and horse car lines 
bisecting them at every principal point. How easy to 
dispatch a letter quickly by means of these, if only 
some of the "routine" and manipulation now em­
ployed were dispensed with! Now, a letter posted 
say in lower Broadway and directed to West 25th 
Street, must needs be taken to the general post office. 
Thence it goes uptown, perhaps by elevated train, per­
haps by wagon, and to the sub-station nearest. As 
will be seen, it is delayed while fin route to the general 
post office, again, if it goes by the elevated, while taken 
afoot to the sub·station. Supposing now the sub-sta· 
tions were all arranged on the line of the elevated roads 
or the crosstown horse car lines, and let us supp08e also 
that the carrier, on finishing his collections from the 
lamp post boxes. takes his letters directly to the near­
est elevated railroad station, leaving the pouch for the 
first post car [a small section of a car would be suffi­
cient for the purpose, and say there was such a one 
every 15 minutes]. With the letters assorted simply as 
to the nearest sub-stations, the work could be quickly 
done, I\, man from each ready on the platform to take 
the packet for his station, and then hurrying off to the 
near-by branch office or taking a crosstown car for it, 
leaving a mate to await the next trains, down and up. 
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