
JtieUfifit �mtricau. 
ENGINEERING INVENTIONS. 

A rail joint has been patented by Mr. 
George H. Williams, of Nashville, Tenn: This inven­
tion covers a novel construction and combination of 
parts to secure a perfectly rigid joint, as solid as the 
rail Itself, in which the jarring and jolting of cars pass­
ing over the joint is prevented and the wear of the 
meeting points reduced to a minimum. 

A rail way tie has been patented by 
Mr. Joseph W. Smith, of Mount Carmel, Penn. The 
inveution covers a novel construction and combination 
of parts to provide a secure fastening for the rails, and 

pecially adapted for the water supply pipe of a ioco­
motive, and is designed to ruter the water before it 
passes to the injector, and also to provide means for 
preventing the cock from freezing up in cold weather, 
and for quickly and conveniently cleanin� it. 

A washing machine has been patented 
by Mr. George F. Dunning, of DeepWater, Mo. It is 
designed to a1I'ord a simple and effective machine, to be 
operated with economy of time and labor, and is at:· 
ranged to give easy access to all its parts for handling 
the clothes or washing fiuid, and for cleaning the ma­
chine when the work is finished. 

which, while holding the rails securely in position, will A liquid measuring faucet has been 
be sufficiently elastic to admit of rapid traveling with- patented by Mr. Herman M. Nye, of Corydon, Ind. It 
out injury to the rolling stock or discomfort to pas- is a combined supply and discharge faucet, in connee­
sengers. tion with an intervening reservoir. on which is marked 

A car coupling has been patented by a mea.uring scale, with various novel details, making a 

M Ch I G C fS Pr" W· Th faucet whereby liquids maybe measured asdrawn from r. Sr es . rOBse, 0 un alfIe, IS. e coup- k ta ) ling hook is automatically thrown into engagement with J 
a ca. or recep c e. 

a link or bar brought to bear against it, and is un- A combination tool has been patented 
coupled therefrom by means of a mechanism connected by Mr. James Angus, of St. Catharines, Ontario, 
to the hook and extending to the car, the device being Canada. The body of the tool is of malleable iron or 
also applicable for coupling a pole or shafts to a car- steel, and it is made of few and simple parts, to be 
riagc. used as a saw set, stove cover lifter. pot hook, can 

A car coupling has been patented by perforator and can opener, screw driver, corkscrew, 

M J th H d h t, f E I W t V B tack puller, wrench, and a sad iron holder or plate r. ona an en ers 0 0 ve yn, es a. y stand. this invention the drawhead of the car is provided with 
a vertically swinging member, having at its free end a A method of and apparatus for pro­
downwardly projecting coupling lug, which, after the ducinl: animated pictures of natural scenery and life 
entrance of the coupling link, may be locked against has been patented by Mr. Augustin Le Prince, of New 
upward movement by a block sliding in the top of the York City. It consists of a photo-camera and stereop­
drawhead. ticon adapted to show pictures in the order and time in 

which they were taken, in quick succession, on a finely 
A mechanical movement has been pa- ground plate glass, to produce the effect of the objects 

tented by Mr. James F. Hanley, of Charleston, S. C. themselves in motion. 
A double crank shaft is combined with a vibratory 
lever pivoted coincidently with the centered axis of the 
shaft, the lever being connected upon opposite sid�s of 
the shaft by links and. rocking arms, and also con­
nected with a rotary Ilhaft, making a compact, evenly 
balanced arrangeme1lt of parts to facilitate running at 
high speed, and apply power in both directions. 

••• 

AGRICULTURAL INVENTIONS. 

A cotton chopper has been patented 
by Mr. William P. Clark, of Elberton, Ga. This in­
vention covers a novel construction and arrangement 
of parts whereby, as the main wheel revolves while the 
machine is being drawn forward, a gear is operated to 
work a chopper with revolvmg knives, but such gear 
may be thrown out without stopping the machine, 
which is simply and strnngly built. 

A compensating clutch for corn planters 
hasbeen patented by Mr. John S.Johnson, of Waukon, 
Iowa. It is an improved gear for connecting the 
wheels and axles with the seed-dropping device, by 
which the latter will be governed by the wheel Baving 
the slowest movement, and disconnected from the fast 
moving wheels, thus removing irregularities by slipping 
In moving over obstructions on the surface of the 
ground. 

••• 

][IIICELLANEOUS INVENTIONS. 

A drawbridge has been patented by 
lIr; Oscar F. Balston, of Brooklyn, N. Y. It has tubes 
supported upon the masonry, in combiuation with a 
bridge having trucks, making a longitudinally moving 
drawbridge, in which no central pier will be required, 
and so that vessels can lie close to the bridge. 

A bolt has been patented by Mr. 
Jonas Potter, of Morrellville, Pa. It has a spring yoke 
connection, with means for detaching the bolt from its 
connection, and is designed to dispeuse with the use of 
cotter pins or nuts in retaining the bolt in a given posi­
tion, while the bolt may be quickly and easily detached, 
even though badly rusted. 

A box for the sale of goods has been 
patented by Mr. Charles T. Rosenthal, of Batesville, 
�k. It is made up of and fitted with a series of parti­
tioned receptacles or compartments, arrauged in rows, 
one in front of the other, and designed to be placed in 
glasB-Covered show cases, to conveniently hold and dis­
play goods. 

A feed for stone saws has been pa­
tented by Mr. Neil McIntyre, of Brooklyn, N. Y. It is 
for saws armed with diamonds or other hard stones 
used a.s cutting tools, and the invention provides a 
novel arrangement of continuous feed, whereby the saw 
is designed to cut equally well upon the forward and 
back stroke. 

A press has been patented by Mr. 
Lorenzo D. Gordon, of Tenaha, Texas. This invention 
covers an improvement in lever powers applicable es­
pecially for presses for baling cotton, hay, etc., or for 
expressing colton seed, castor bean, and lard oil, the 
contrivance being oue which can be worked or applied 
either horizontally or vertically. 

A check hook has been patented by 
Mr. William R Moore, of Unionville, Pa. It consists 
of a peculiarly shaped spring, formed of a siugle piece 
of spnng wire, applied 1.0 th& hook by means of the 
same bolt that secures the hook to the saddle, making 
a check hook from which the check rein cannot be 
accidentally disconnected. 

A chicken coop has been patented by 
Mr. George W. Brown, of McNairy, Tenn. The inven­
tion covers a novel construction of coops especially 
adapted for the transportation of fowls, etc., making a 
light. inexpensive. and strong structure, in which the 
stock will ·have plenty of air and can be conveniently 
inspected. 

A punch has been patented by Mr 
Albert Burrowes, of Toronto, Ontario, Canada. It 
is for punchinl: oblong apertures in belts to facilitate 
lacing their ends together, and has a straight shank 
with a semIcircle at one end, which semicircle con­
tinues into parallel sides. forming a lJ-shaped cutting 
edge at the lower end of the shank. 

A water cock has been patented by 
Mr. Henry D._Hedrick, of Port Jervis, N. Y. It is e .. 

A carburetor has been patented by 
Mr. Fran!)Ois J. Lothammer, of Paris, France. Com­
bined .with a compressed air reservoir and its supply 
pipe is a carbureting chamber within the reservoir, a 
valved pipe leading from the reservoir into the 
chamber near its bottom, a hydrocarbon receptacle sur­
rounding the chamber, a heating chamber, and various 
other novel features. 

An automatic device for shutting water 
cocks, etc� has been patented by Mr. James' W. Brook, 
of Lynchburg, ·Va. This invention covers a novel 
combination and arrangement of parts whereby drip­
ping water, as it freezes in cold weather, will operate a 
balanced mechanism to close a valve in the- service 
pipe. or the device may be used to open or close a 
window and regulate ventilation. 

A folding fire escape has been patent­
ed by Hr. Ira 11. Stillman, of Willisville, N. Y. It is a 
sectional folding ladder, the aide lengths made of short 
lengths 'Qf wire cord connected by rivets, the rivets con­
stituting ··the rounds of the ladder, the npper sections 
of the ladderhavinJt ]J1e1t,1ls for oonueelIon with the 
building, while 'the lower ronnd is preferably formed 
from a bolt, the whole being adapted to pack in a very 
small space. " 

An automatic cut-ott tor water tanks 
has been· patented',by Mr. JamesPocknell, of Jersey 
City, N. J. It coIllliBts of a bucket on one end of a bell 
crank lever, in which discharges the overfiow pipe of 
the tank, another weighted bell crank lever being con· 
nected therewith, the webtht adapted to actuate a lever 
connected with the valve of the steam supply for the 
pump, or with a shifting lever connected with the driv­
ing belt of the pump. 

A safety inksta.od has been patented 
by Mr. Louis B. Prahar, of Brooklyn, N. Y. This in· 
vention relates to inkstands wherein the bottle 18 in­
closed by an inner and· outer case, each having a co\'er, 
and provides for forming the springs and stri]lll carry­
ing the hinges as part of a metal frame shaped to em­
brace the iuner casing, to act on Its opposite sides, 
whereby the inkstand cab be made almost entirely by 
machinery;-and will be practical, durable, and com­
paratively cheap. 

An envel<>pe for newspapers. etc., has 
been patented by Mr. Robert W Macgowan, of New 
York City. The invention consists in makinl: two rows 
of perforations in the wrappers for articles put up in 
roll form, as newspapers, engravings, etc., the rows of 
perforations converging to make a central tapering strip 
which is readily torn out when started at one edge, thus 
easily loosening the wrapper without risk of the paper 
or article contained being torn or inju red in removing 
the envelope or wrapper. 

NEW BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS. 

HOME EXPERIMENTS IN SCIENCE FOR 
OLD AN}} YOUNG. By T. O'Conor 
Sloane, A.M., E.M., Ph.D. Illus· 
trated by 97 engravings. Philadel­
phia: H. Carey Baird & Co. 1888. 
Pp. 261. Price, $1.50. 

Those of our readers who have followed the series of 
articles published in our columns during the last year, 

by the author of the above work, will doubtl888 be glad 
to find them arranged in book form. But while the 
papers in question form the basis of the work, tbeyare 
very far from constituting the whole. Huch new mat· 
ter is added, the experiments are placed in systematic 
order. and the work is brought into sucb shape that it 
is really to some extent a . manual of physks. In the 
opening portion the manufacture of apparatus is spoken 
of. The Bubjects of wood, metal, and glass working 
are treated. with the limitation of processes to what 
the unskilled worker can do, as one great object of the 
book is to bring experiments within the reach of the 
teacher, amateur, and youth. The subject of experi. 
mental sdence in general, its place and its importance, 
is also treated of. Then the main portion of the book 
begins wi tb a chapter on mechanics. This is replete 
with e;q>eri�.nts and exampltlS of the laws of force, 
impaCt, centrlfullal force, elastiCity, momentnni, etc. 
The principal laws of mechanics being disposed {If, 
the divisions of physics are 'attacked. Gravitation, hy­
draulics, and pneumatics comprise the next series of 
experiments, with many instances of the application of 
l"ws, and practical remarks. AtQIDII and mol�ulVtl 

are treated by themselves, and introduce the subject 
of molecular physics. Here Professor Osborne Rey. 
nolds' new and celebrated experiments in dilatancy are 
described in 6:lJte1l8O, so that any child of intelligence 
can perfonn them sucessfully. CapIllarity is fully 
treated, some entirely new examples and experiments 
being presented. The illustration of the constitution of 
a water drop, and the formation of bubbles of metallic 
mercury. are two specially interesting experiments. 

Soap bubbles come next, and an exhaustive series of 
illustrations of the phenomena of films. all performed 
with almost no apparatus, except a few pieces of wire, 
affords probably the fullest treatment of the snblet:' 
accessible. Formulre for various soap bubble s1llutions 
are collected and given here. Heat. sound, and light 
follow, with a quantity of experiment!!, and a chapter 
on 'scientific lecturing closes the work. In this last 
portion the suggestion is made that science lectures 
should be made a feature of home amusement, so as to 
take the place of charades and dramatic performances. 
This certainly opens up a new field for the energies of 
the young lover of ACience. The work is beautifully 
bound in ornamental cloth gilt, and is very fully illus­
trated with nearly one hundred cuts, and has an exten­
sive table of contents and indeL It is emphatically 
what its title indicates, a manual of experiments. The 
publishers send free to all who apply by letter. a large 
illustrated circular, giving the full scope of the work, 
with samples of the cuts. It wi 1 be supplied by mail 
post free to any address by Munn & Co. or by the pub­
lishers on remittance of the price. 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 
BUILDING EDITION. 

JANUARY NlTIIIBER. 

TABLE OF C ONTENTS. 
1. Elegant Plate in Colors of a Dwelling costing 

about Nine Thousaud Five Hundred Dollars, 
with 11001' plans, specifications, sheet of de­
tails, etc. 

2. Plate in Colors of a Dwelling of Moderate Cost, 
with 11001' plans, specifications, sheet of details, 
etc. 

3. illustrations of the .Alcazar and the magnifi­
cent Hotel Ponce de Leon, st. Au�tine, Fla., 
also engravings showing the Mam Entrance, 
Ladies' Entrance, and Dining Room. Beauti­
ful examples of the Spanish Renaissance type 
of Architecture. 

4. View of the beautiful T ower of the new EPis­
copal Church at St. Augustine, Fla. 

5. Perspective Drawings of two SubstantialDwell­
lugs at Springfield, MIIBB. 

6. Drawing in Perspective, with 11001' plans, of a 
Handsome Dwelling, costing Five Thousand 

Six Hundred Dollars. 
7. Perspective view and 11001' j)lans of a Dwelling 

for Th Thousand Two Hundred Dollars. 
8. Floor plans and perspective view of a House 

for Three Thousand Eight Ilundred Dollars. 
9. Drawing in persJlective and 11001' plan of a 

Church costing Three Thousand Five Hun­
dred Dollars. 

10. Ground plan and perspective view of a Deer or 
Donkey House costmg about One Hundred 
Dollars. 

11. Perspective and ground plan of a Carriage 
House for One Hundred and Fifty Dollars. 

12. Sketch of a Comfortable Dwelling erected in 
Minneapolis. 

13. Side elevations and 11001' plans of a Dwelling of 
smaUcost. 

H. Half page engraving of new Evangelical 
Church, Riedlingen. 

15. ngraving of the new Masonic Temple at New­
port.Ky. 

16. Perspective view and 11001' plans of a Dwelling 
for Five Thousand Six Hundred Dollars. 

17. A Dwelling for Two Thousand Nine Hundred 
Dollars. Perspective and 11001' plans. 

18. Drawings of first and second 11001' plans and 
perspective of a Handsome Residence iu.Chat­
tanooga, Tenn • . 

19. A House costing Seven Thousand Dollars. Per­
SpeCtive and 11001' plans. 

20. A Window in the Cathedral of Hurcia, Spain. 
Half page engraving. 

2l. Full page illustration of the exterior of Bristol 
Cathedral. 

22. Page engraving of a picturesque Garden Pavil­
ion near Paris. 

23. Private Residence of M. Grevy, Ex-Ptesident 
of France. 

24. Sketch for a Town HaIl.-H. P. Kirby, archi­
tect. 

25. View of a Country Residence; also sketch for 
a Tower, by John Calvin Stevens, architect. 

26. Miscellaneous Contents: Keep Ont the Water. 
-Improvement in Frescoing.-American Ar­
chitecture of Fift� Years ago.-Lapagerlas.­
Decision on a Building Contract--Tbe Creo· 
soting of Wood.-Life of Iron Pipel!.-Sani­
tary An-angements in a Country House.­

Pinus Parvi1l0ra.-The Architectural League. 
-Spots upon Plaster Ceilings.-Straight and 
Curved Lines in Architecture.-The Murphy 

System of House Drainage.-Painting Iron 
Work.-Utility and Beauty in Architecture.­
Railroad Snow Sheds.-Frost GlI1S8.-Diminu­
tion and Entasis of Colnmns.-How Mirrors 
are Made. - Clay R001lng Tile.-A. Sewer 

Stopped by Tree Roots.- N ew Plan for aStor. 
age Warehouse -The Buildi1!&" and'Decora­
tive Stones of Egypt.- Gas Fire Radiator.+­
Architects. Clients, and Builders.-The Mor­
timer Apartment House. -Sewer Poison.­
Metallic Roofing, with iIIustrations.-Boiling 
Bricks in Tar.- "Unique" Screw Holding 
Screw Driver, iliustrated.-The Wooden Rail-

. ways of the United States.-Prevent!on of 
Fire in Theaters. 

The Scientific American Architects and Builders 
Edition is issued monthly_ $2.50 a year. Single 
copies, 2& cents. Forty large quarto pages, e ual 
to about two hundred ordinary book .Jlages; form­
ing, practically, a large and splendid MAGAZln 
OF .ARCHlTSd'rtrnE, richly a®rned with elegant 
plates in colors and witb tine engravings, Ululltrat­
ing the most interejJting examples of j\!odern 
Architectural Construction and a1hed subjects. 

The FulInees, Richnees, Cheapness. and Conve­
nience of t is work have won for it the LARGEST 
CIRcuLATION of any Architectural publication in 
the world. Said by all newsdealers. 

MUNN & CO •• PuBLISHERS, 
361 BNadwa;y. New York. 

© 1888 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC. 
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.$pecial. 

AN UNPUBLISlIED AND UNRECORDED 
RECORD. 

.. Really;how well you look! You are much stouter, 
and look ten years younger than when I saw you a few 
years ago. Then I did not think you were long for this 
world." U No." my friend replied, U four years aeo I lit .. 
tle expected to be In the land of the living at this time. 
It had for many years seemed unavoidable that I should 
have a sick spell In the latter part of January. So rellU­
larly bad tbis been the case that my family looked for it. 
Foul' years 8.KO an attack of pneumonia in January was 
followed In February by an attack of neuralgia of the 
heart. So violent and sudden was the attack. that 

althoqh within forty rods of my bouse I was unable to 
reach It, and was carried Into a bOUse near where I had 
been standing. I 800n rallied and was carried home. 
Thls.was succeeded by two lighter attacks. After reo 
covering so I could be about. I was taken down with 
three successive attacks of renal calculi. Recovering 
from these, I was prostrated with a long siege of diar­
rhma. from which the attending physician had little hope 
of my recovery. I had little strenlrth left; little vltal­
ILy; recuperatlve:powers seemed �one; felt completely 
prostrated. No life, no ambition, no power. I then com­
menced the Home Treatment. In a few weeks I was 
able to try work again, although quite feeble and not 
able to endure f atilllle or much labor. I resorted to th9 
Compound Oxygen more regularly, and to my surprise 
all the old bad feelings l(I'IUlually disappeared. Lile as­
sumed a brighter aspect. Strength and the elasticity of 
youth In a great measure r eturned. And now, though 
of threescore and lour years, 1 feel y'>unger, brighter, 
and more active than I did twenty years l1li0. To Com­
pound Oxygen I Idve all tbe credit; and I would recom­
mend all cbronlcally alI'Iicted to try It. Tell all such for 
me that It will be greatly to tbelr Interest If they will 
call at tbe office of Drs. Starke,. & Palen, 1529 Arcb 
Street, Phlladelpbla Pa., and get tbelr advice upon their 
special case.., which Is given free." 

A volume of two hundred �plII(es on" Compound OxY· 
gen-Its Mode of Action and, Results," will be mailed 
free to all on receipt of addre88. 

The charge for rJsertion unaer tluB head i8 One Dollar 

a linefor each insertion: about eight words to a line. 
Adverli8ements must be received at publicailon office 
Q8 early Q8 Thur8day morning to appear in next i8sue. 

A Link Belt Te8timonial 
from 

THE EDISON ELECTRIC ILLUMINATING Co. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., Dec., 22,1881. 

MESSRS. CRAS. A. SCRIEREN & Co .• NEW YORK. 
Dear S .... :-1 am in receipt of your Inquiry as to our 

experience with t.he Link Belt which you sent us on 
trial. 

I have great pleasure In saylnl{ that It has I{lven, and is 
giving, the greatest possible satisfaction. 

I was greatly surprised on coming to this country, In 
lBSii, to lind that Link Belts were unknown. as I had had 
three lyears'.experience with them in England, where 
the Edison Company. and nearly all the other companl .... 
had adopted them and used them exclusively for all 
plants of any considerable size. • • 

Since 'your Link Belt has been running here It has 
been the wonder and admiration of all the Electrlo Light 
men and practical machinists who have see,n It. 

We are now putting In an additional engine. and shall 
be glad if you will send us for the same two J.inlJi _Delts. 
same as last sUPDlied, one to be 48 ft. and the otHM 8;; ft. 
long. Each 10 inches wide. 

You are at liberty to make any use you may desire of 
the above. and I shall takegreatpleasurein.recommend. 
Ing your Link Belta to any Inquiries. Yours very truly, 
for THE EDISON ELECTRIC ILI,UMINATING CO .• 

Wlll. T. M. MOTTRAlIl, Sup�t. 

The Partz Electric Battery Co., of 1723 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa., undoubtedly manufacture t h e  most 
efficient, easiest managed, cleanest, and economical bllt­
terles upon t.be market. Dr. Partz Is one of the world's 
acknowledged scientist •• and his batteries are neither 
toys DOl" experlments� but are practical, constant, and 
efficient. Motor, Medical, Cautery, Dental, and Acid 
I{ravIty batteries for the laboratory are the specJalties 
of the company. Send for cataJoll1le. 

The Providence, It. I., Steam Engine Co. are the. 10k 
bnilders of "The Improv.ed Greene Engine." 

We are sole manufacturers of the Fibrous Asbesto 
Removahle Pipe and BolJ81\..Coverlngs. We make pure 
asbestos I{GOds of all �nds. The Chalmers-Spence Co., 
nu and 4261!1ast 8th Street. Hew York. 

$250 will buy patentN o. 299,805-key holder for locks 
A good thing. J. J. Knapp, It]chlands, W. Va. 
Pattern letters and figuros to place on patterns fo 

castings. H. W. Knlgbt & Son. Seneca Falls, N. Y. 

Wanted.-We want to buy one 36" and one 16" sec 
ond hand screw-cuttlng engine lathes. They must be 
IIrst class tool.. We want to sell one No.1 Bell steam 
hammer, In use but a short time. Address Waldron & 
Sprout. Muncy, Pa. 

Wanted-Second hand screw-cutting lathe, about 12 
x 36. Address 17 James St., Auburn, N. Y. 

Wanted-By a practical machinist, draughtsman (ap 
prenticeshlp at the Pratt & Whitney Co.), and business 
man, 26 years of age, in some legitimate manufacturing 
linslness, or to take charge of whOlesale or retail house 
for a substantial concern. Best of references given and 
required. Would take pecuniary Interest, it proved to 
be safe and prolltable. Address W. R. l!'� drawer 7 
Hartford, Conn. 

Short line telephones. See illustrated adv.;page 28 

Nickel Plating.-Manufacturers of pure nickel lIll 

odes, pure nickel salts, polishing compOSItions. etc. $100 
"LlttIg Wondtf'." A perfect Electro Plating Machine. 
Agents of tbe new Dip Lacquer Krlstaline. Complete 
outllt for plating. etc. Hanson, Van Winkle & Co., New 
ark. N. J .. and 92 and !U Liberty St. New York. 

Burnham's New Improved Turbine. Sold at colt 0 

manUfacturing and advertislnlf. Address York, Fa. 

Perfon-ted metals of aU kinds for all purposes. The 
Robert Altcblson Perforated Metal Co •• Chicago, m. 

For the latest improved diamond prospecting drills 
address the M. C. BulJoek Mtll. Co., 138 Jackson St. 
Chicago, Ill. 

The RaIl'f'()(ld, Gazette, handsomely illustrated, pltb 
lished weekly. at '1lI Broadwa,., New York. Speeime 
OllpillS tr... i811d tor oatal"1IIl8 "f railroad �ook •. 
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