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THE NEW COPYRIGHT BILL NOW BEFORE CONGRESS. to be true to its nature. The monarchist boasts more 
A bill is now before Congress, and has been passed by bayonets, the republican more books." 

the Senate, having for its ostensible motive the grant of It is not unreasonable to assume that the greatest im­
copyright protection to foreign authors; but it is well p ulses toward the attainment of our present position in 
understood the real object of the bill is to bring about, respect to popular education, intelligence, and native 
by aid of Congress, a sort of book trust, by which the i authorship have been derived, directly or indirectly, 
prices of books will be advanced throughout the coun- I from the existing copyright law; which excludes foreign­
try, the rich publishers made richer and the printers of ers and encourages American citizens. Independen tly 
cheap literature driven out of business. Under the law of these advantages, the law has helped to develop 
as it stands, only American books can be patented; all some of the largest industries. I t has created enor· 
others are free, and there is no mode by which the peo· mous establishments for the manufacture of paper, 
pie can be deprived of cheap books, or those who make chemicals, types, printing presses, and engines. It has 
them deprived of occupation. But if this foreign copy- called to employment multitudes of operatives. It 
right bill passes, all books can be patented, the rich gives volume to the mails, helping to freight and sup· 
publishers will purchase the patents and put up the port the railways, steamers, telegraphs, and other ad­
prices, and only those who control the patents can con- juncts of civilization. 
tinue in business. Upon the American author the copyright law, as it 

Probably there are few who will dispute the pro- stands, confers important benefits. It secures to him 
priety of granting copyright patents, in some form, for the exclusive right to his writings for forty-two years. 
a limited period, to foreign authors; but in doing so No citizen who can produce anything worth reading 
every care should be taken to preserve existing ad van- lacks for employment or emolument. It is agreed on 
tages and to prevent injury to established industries. all sides that no country was ever blessed with so many 

18 a distinct paper from the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. THE SUPPLE MENT The Senate bill appears to be lacking in these respects, able authors as the United States. 'l'hey ought to be 
Is istiued weekly. Every number contains 16 octavo pages. uni"form in size and is open to other objections. well rewarded, and under the law as it stands they are. 
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to spy out and seize all books going through the mails issue, aggregating many millions per year. Mark 
that infringe the copyrights of foreigners; if an Ameri- Twain is said to have made five hundred thousand dol­
can citizen coming home from abroad brings with him lars clp.ar profit within five years from his copyright 
a purchased book, it is to be seized on landing unless he patentf'. He receives a handsome royalty on every 
can produce the written consent of the man who owns volume sold. Mr. Blaine has derived a great fortune 
the copyright, signed by two witnesses. Who the said in the same manner. Mrs. Grant is reported to have 
owner may be, in what part of the world he lives, the received three-quarters of a million dollars as her share 
innocent citizen must find out as best he can, or be de- of proceeds from the sale of the grea.t General's book, 

African expedition, British* .. ... 306 li')oors, cement................ . . 309 
Alcoholism. the Wiesbaden Con- Floors, deafening ................. 312 spoiled of his property, and the copyright patent has forty years still to run. 
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Copyright bill in the Senate. M. Hermite ......... . ...... ... 309 the monopoly ceases, and the people are at liberty freely book buyers are as five to one, the world over. The passage .. f ...................... am Soap bubbles .... ............ . .... 307 
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Electric submarine torpedo boat, Water supplies, advantages of 
Waddington" .................. 310 good .......................... 311 will prevail when the bill comes before the House. The copyright bill, to which allusion is made in the 

Blectroplating with aluminum ... 309 Wells, artesian. in N.Y. city ...... 308 
]jjll.lline. of the Vesuvius and What Howers will grow in the In considering the question of changing the statute, precpding article, appears to have received less atten-

Yorktown ...................... 313 shade? .......................... SOB we ought not to overlook the benefits that have aQ' tion and less discussion in the Senate than its import-
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crued to the country from the law as it now stands, ant nature demanded. Only three or four Senators 
and which has worked satisfactorIly for more than fifty spoke upon the merits of the subject, and their re­
years. It would be folly to change for the worse. marks were quite brief. We fear the votes of the ma­

Under the influence of the present copyright laws, jority by which the bill was passed were cast without 
our home publishers have for years been enabled to a full appreciation of the real crudity of the enact­
fill the country with the choicest books and period i- ment. Among the ablest of the speeches made was 
cals at the lowest prices. The educative effects of that of Senator Zebulon B. Vance, of North Carolina, 
this vast supply of standard literary matter have been. from which we make the following abstracts: 
astonishing. We have become the greatest reading .. Mr. President, the proposed measure of copyright 

PA.GE people in the world. is intended to create a monopoly and enhance the price 
1. �����J���o����b,;��:p���l!r:';��

rg;�, ��:!"s.������.:-:-�. �.���� 10324 Says Mr. Andrew Carnegie in his .. Triumphant De- of the product, making literature and knowledge dear 
The Orchard House.-A description of the orchard hou se adapt-ed for cultivation of standard fruits and grapes.-·The compost. lllocracy ": " It is estimated there are twenty-three l to the people. Almost all nations, I believe, grant a 

pOi���p���t�"i.���iu�g[:;;;;�!��'::���g.:l�Y.�Howto·pi.mtt .. .;".; 10823 thousand school libraries in America, containing forty-' national copyrig-ht on the supposition that the disad-
and foster their growth ................................................ 10324 five million books-twelve million more than all the pub- vantage of monopoly, bad as it is, would be compen-

II. ARCHITECTURE.-llllements of Architectural Desi"n.-By H. 
�

.
t��!��

A
:�
.
di��

n
;���t��rn

o
�r���d

i
m����;��n��W:e1J�::,

t
!�� lie lib1'aries of Europe combined. Other educational es- sated to sume extent by the benefit arising from the 

21 illu.trations ............................................................ 10316 tablishments increase this number by two and a half encouragement of literature and the stimulation of 
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College lectu re. de�cribing the great briiLie nowllpproaching com- for every man, woman. and child in the United States. 

and the principal authors and source" of knowledge, 
and as such it becomes doubly objectionable. It will 
enhance the price of knowledge to all people in this 
country, as it will to all people in Great Britain." pletlo[).--4 1Ilustratlons ....... ....... _ ... .. .... ....... . ...... . ....... .. 10311 
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