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J tieufifit �meritau. 
RAILROAD lIEN'B BUILDING. 

The new Railroad Men's Building, erected in this 
city by Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt, at a cost of *100,000, 
as a gift to railroad employes, was formally opened on 
October 3, 1887, when it was turned over to the uses of 
the Railroad Branch of the Young Men's Christian As
sociation. Speeches were made by the donor, Mr. Van
derbilt, and by several others. Then they were re
sponded to in an address of acceptance by Mr. Elbert 
B. Monroe in behalf of the association to whom the 
building is specially dedicated. Bishop Potter was 
present, and created somewhat of a sensation by pro
posing three cheers for Mr. Vanderbilt. Mr. Chauncey 
Depew closed the proceedings by one of his character
istic addresses. 

The building is situated on Madison A venue near 
the Grand Central Depot. Within it contains all the 
appurtenances of a well-ordered club house-lecture 
room, bath rooms, reading room, lunch room, etc. En
tertainments by prominent lecturers are to be given 
there throughout the season, and there is little doubt 
that much pleasure and profit will be derived by the 
railrofod employes from this gift of the railroad mag
nate. 

The building is to be accessible to all employes of 
roads using the Grand Central Depot. It is not exclu
sively in the possession of the Young Men's Christian 
Association. This point was made by Mr. Vanderbilt 
in his speech. 

The building, of omate style in- brick and terra cot
ta, is two stories high. The roof is of glazed Spanish 
Akron tiles. The gymnasium and bowling alley are 
fitted up with the latest improvements. The bath 
rooms include a plunge bath, 6 feet deep and 9� by 

13� feet in area. In the basement all the partitions 
are of marble, with bronze framework. Brass pipes 
are used for the plumbing. In the library is a collec-

Content.. tion of 6,400 volumes of general and miscellaneous read-
,llIuotrated articles are marked with an asterisk.) ing. In the reading room 100 newspapers are kept on 
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EXHIBITION OF TRAIN TELEGRAPHY. 
An interesting exhibition of train telegraphy was 

given by the Consolidated Railway Telegraph Com
pany, of this city on the 6th im;tant. A special train 
of six cars was run from Jersey City to Easton, carry
ing the apparatus for transmitting and recei ving. The 
train contained the guests of the Consolidated Com
pany, and the party was the outcome of an invitation 
extended by Mr. Charles A. Cheever, the president of 
the company, to the New York Electric Club. The 
trip occupied about five hours. During the running of 
the train, the operator was kept busy sending liP 
celvmg messages. Alt.hough the speed of tJ-. 
no relation to the practical working of 
yet a greate'r measure of public appr 
looked for from the fact that the cars. 
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The great advance over the old Edison metho<f'con
sists in the use of a single line wire instead of a number 
of parallel lines. The reduction or. the quantity of 
apparatus and its portability are also notable. 

Many well-known scientists and electricians were on 
the train; among others, Thos. A. Edi�on, Prof. 
Barker, Messrs. Pope, Gillilland, Phelps, Van der 
Weyde, and others. The opportunity was taken for 
sending and receiving many congratulatory messages. 
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!lUGAZINE RIFLES, 

The merits and defects of the various types of maga
zine guns are just now attracting much attention in the 
European military pl'ess. L'A venir Militai1'e makes 
serious charges agaiDl,t the efficiency of the German 
magazine gun, with which the German infantry have 
been supplied, and the', Militar Wochenblat t  replies 
with similar charges against the French arm. The one 
charge and the other do not differ essentially; neither 
the German soldier, with tbe new" Mauser," nor the 
Frenchman with the" Lebel," have yet got the •. ha.ng" 
of the magazine rifle, which, being far more complicated 
than the old arm, requires more careful handling. That 
novices at such mechanism;� should be awkward is 
scarcely surprising, and the observer at the butts, how
ever friendly, would see little to praise in their target 
practice. That skill as well a.s experience is required 
to get the real value of the li�agazine gun has been 
clearly demonstrated during the last few months; and 
an excellent proof that the ne"Y arm is not altogether 
satisfactory is to be found in the German and French 
military journals, which, while indignantly denying 
the truth of the assertions made 19Y hostile critics, seem 
unable to bring forward any facts or figures to aid 
them. Thus the Deutsche Heeres Zeitung, just at pres
ent much wrought up over the 1>ublished observations 
of a correspondent of the Swiss, jonrri'al Gu.zette SUisse, 
contents itself with denying in�eneral terrfts the truth 
of his statements, and makes 'no attempt to go spe
cifically into the charges. It �,ays that the new arm 
has been shown, beyond perad.venture, to be at least 
quite as efficient as any other type known; that it is 
simple in construction, strong in parts, accumte in fire, 
and in the hands of the German soldier, accustomed to 
handling the old Zundnadelgewehr, of which this is 
only an improvement, is more effective than any other. 
Yet the Swiss correspondent, who witnessed the work 
of a part of the_25th corps at the butt�, only corrobo
rates other military observers when he declares that 
men draughted from the farming d'.stricts of Bavaria, 
Wurtemburg, and especially the Pomeranians, West· 
phalians, and W-est Prussians, cannot, becauRe of the 
great size of their fingers, operate the mechanism of the 
Mauser magazine gun with nicety, dispatch, or safety 
to the parts; and that ill such unskillful hands the ad-o � • 'l��. • vantages of a quick-firh thro�� ----. 'lRt and its defects 
made more prominenLJartridg�\ . : 
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