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THE 

J titufifit �ttttri,au. 
CENTENNIAL OF THE SIGNING OF THE CON· 

STITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. William E. Gladstone has given it as his opinion 

that the Constitution of the United States is the 'most 
remarkable work produced by the human intellect in 
modern times. The centennial of the signing of this 
instrument was celebrated with great pomp in Phila. 
delphia on September 15, 16, and 17, 1887. The Presi
dent of the United States and his wife, members of the 
judiciary, State governors, members of the cabinet and 
of the houses of Congress, army officels, many church 
dignitaries, and other notabilities were present. The 
vessels of the North Atlantic squadron of the U.S. navy, 
five in number, sailed up the Delaware and anchored 
off Fairmount Avenue. The city was decorated with 
bunting, and every available spot was utilizerl by sight
seers. All around the public buildings several ranges 
of staging were carried, which were filled with chairs, 
providing alone for the accommodation of many thou
sands. Arrangements had been made to provide for ac
ciden ts. The fire departmen t was kept ready for instant 
response to alarms. The ambulances were in readiness 
to answer any calls. The hospitals made special prepa
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houses. Fortunately these preparations were not 
needed, as owing to goorl organization the great display 
passed off with very few accidents. It included pro
cessions, receptions, speeches by the President, by 
Justice Miller of the Supreme Court, and others. 

The different trades of the city made a fine display in 
a parade upon the first day; workmen executing the 
operations of their trade, both in the old and in the 

Content.. modern ways, were carried on floats or great trucks 
(lll11strated articles are marked with an asterisk.). through the streets. The Carpenters' Club bore a ban-
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place in Independence Square. An immense stage 
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a long and carefully prepared address upon the Con
stitution. After some further addresses and singing of 
"Hail Columbia," with addit.ional stanzas by Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, �new national hymn, by J. Marion 
Crawford, was recited by Professor Murdock, the elo
cutionist. Then Cardinal Gibbons, of Baltimore, in 
full canonicals, recited a prayer, terminating the pro· 
ceedings by his benediction. 

The number of people who participated in the dif
ferent parts of the display cannot be estimated. It is 
doubtful if so extensive a celebration of this nature has 
been seen in this country. As a lesson in the organiza· 
tion of such proceedings, the successful carrying out of 
the three days' programme, with the liberal provision 
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POSITIONS OF THE PLANETS IN OCTOBER. 
VENUS 

is morning star, and is a supilrb object in the morning 
sky, rising on the first of the month about an hour and 
a quarter before the sun. and at its close nearly two 
hours and a half before him. She reaches her period 
of greatest brilliancy as morning star on the 28th, 
when she may be seen in full daylight. Venus rises on 
the 1st at 4 h. 48 1lI. A. M.; on the 31st, she rises at 3 h. 
2 m. A. M. Her diameter is 57'9·, and she is in the 
constellation Virgo. Gas from Oil.-Notes on a paper read by Dr. Stevenson Macadnm at a re�ent. meeting of the British Gas Institute, g-iving his results SATURN 
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on the 1st at 12 h. 21 m. A. M. ; on the 31st, he rises at 
10 h. 31 m. P. M. His diameter on the 1st is 16'6', and 
he is in the constellation Cancer. 

MARS 

is morning star. He is ftear the bright star Regulus on 
the 10th, and may be readily seen in the small houl's of 
the morning of that day as a small, rud<1y star north of 
his brighter companion. Mars rises on the 1st at 1 h. 
50 m. A. M.; on the 31st, he rises at 1 h. 24 m. A. M. 
His diameter on the 1st is 4'8', and he is in the constel· 
lation Leo. 

NEPTUNE 

is morning star. He is near opposition, near his least 
distance from the earth, and in excellent position for 
telescopic observation. He may be found about 5° 
south of the Pleiades. Neptune rises on the 1st at 7 
h. 51 m. P. M.; on the 31st, he rises at 5 h. 49 m. P. M. 
His diameter on the 1st is 2'6', a.nd htl is in the constel
lation Taurus. 

URANUS 

is evening star until the 6th, and then morning star. 
He is in conjunction with the sun on the 6th, rising 
and setting with the sun at that time, and being at his 
greatest distance from the earth. Uranus sets on the 
1st at 5 h. 41 m. P. M.; on the 31st, he rises at 4 h. 20 
m. A. M. His diameter on the 1st is 3'4', and he is in 
the constellation Virgo. 

JUPITER 

is evening star, and sets so soon after the sun that he 
will soon become invisible. He makes a close conjunc
tion with Alpha Librre on the 26th, at 1 h. A. M., being 
34' north of the star. Jupiter sets on t.he 1st at 6 h. 44 
m. P. M.; on the 31st, he sets at 5 h. 3 m. P. M. His 
diameter on the 1st is 30', and he is in the constellation 
Libra. 

MERCURY 

is evening star. He reaches his greatest eastern elonga
tion on the 27th at 3 h. A. M . ,  and is 23° 58' east of the 
sun. He is far eno,!gh from the sun at that time to be 
visible to the naked eye, but his southern declination 
will make him a difficult object to find. Mercury sets 
on the 1st at 6 h. P. M.; on the 31st, he sets at 5 h. 34 m. 
P. M. The diameter of Mercury on the 1st is 5", and 
he is in the constellation Virgo. 

.... ... 
An Arrival oC Cholera at NeU" York. 

On Sept. 23 the steamship Alesia arrived at New 
York from the Mediterranean with four passengers 
sick with Asiatic cholera, there having been eight 
deaths on board from the disease during the voyage. 
The tlhip sailed from Marseilles Aug. 29, and stopped at 
Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, and Palermo, taking on 561 
Italian emigrants, and having aboard in all 609 persons. 
After the vessel had arriverl at the rpgular quarantine 
station, which is some six miles below the lower end of 
New York City, no time was lost in turning her back to 
the Lower Bay, and putting the passengers and crew 
under the strictest rules to cut off all possibility of the 
epidemic being comILunicated from the ship. The sick 
were landed on one of the small quarantine islands 
there, and put in a hospital for contagious and infec
tious diseases, and the others were placed in an obser
vation hospital, to be detained from ten to twenty 
days, or until all danger is supposed to be over. 

'l'he ship has been thoroughly washed and fumigated, 
and the cargo and baggage put through a special pro
ceS8 of cleaning by sulphurous a.cid gas, in much the 
same way as rags are disinfected. The cholera has pre· 
vailed for many weeks past at Genoa, Naples, and 
Palermo, there being many new cases daily at Naples, 
of which 7 0  per cent were proving fatal, but the New 
York health authorities have no apprehension that the 
disease will ontain a foothold here, so prompt and thor
ough has been the action of the department, while 
President Baylies, of the Health Department, is of the 
opinion that cholera in New York City is not as bad as 
diphtheria. There were cholera epidemics in New York 
city in 1832, 1834, 1849, 1854, and 1866. Deaths from 
the disease in those years are as follows: 1832, 3,513 ; 
1834.971 ; 1849, 5,071 ; 1854,2,509; 1866, 1,137. Most of the 
deaths were in tenement housps, and the disease ob
tained its strongest hold in the vicinity of bone-boiling 
and fat-rendering places. In other parts of the city it 
yielded readily enough to sanitary measures. 

An Electric Whistle. 

M. Zigang has devised a trumpet worked by elec
tricity and designed to warn or signal vessels, trains, 
or tram cars. It consists of a trumpet tube and a 
sounding plate which is vibrated by the electric cur
rent passing through an electro-magnet having its 
poles close to a soft iron armature carried by the 
plate. A regulating �crew contact. with a platinum 
point, rests against the iron armat.ure and serves to in
terrupt the current of t.wo Leclanche elements as the 
plate vibrates, thus keeping up the sound as long as 
desired. The apparatus is simple in construction and 
can be used also as a Morse sounder in receiving tele
graphic messag-es, the current being sent through. the 
electro-magnet. 
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