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COMBINED BENCH AND IRONING BOARD. 

The bench is composed of side pieces, !egs, end 
pieces, and a central cross brace. At one end it is pro­
vided with stationary top pipces having curved inner 
edges, as shown in the upper view, which are covered 
with a thin strip of angle iron extendin� np flush with 
the top and bent t.o conform with the curved edge. 

WELLER'S COMBINED BENCH AND IRONING BOARD. 

To the upper ends of the legs are hinged supports 
adapted to extend upward to form continuations of the 
legs, to engage with and hold an ironing board in a 
horizoptal position. A· tongue formed upon the free 
end of each support enters a socket box fitted in a 
recess formed in tbe board, so that the hinged lids of 
the boxes are flush with the bench surface of the 
boai·d. When the board it? in position to be ironed 
upon, the. hing'E'd lids rest against the sides of 
the supports, an opening in the lids receiving pins 
projecting from the sides· of the liupports. The lids 
are held in this position by: suitably arranged but­
tons. By this means the ironing board· is securely 
fixed in its elevated position. The rigidity of each 
support is promoted by another button attached to 
its inner side, and wbich enters a slot in the top edge of 
the side piece. To convert the ironing board into a 
bench, the board is lifted up and the supports 
closed down within the bench. as shown in the lower 
view. The wraps used upon the board are then 
plliced neatly over the supports. The board itself is 
then turned over and its narrow end slid under the 
projection of the angle iron to a bearing upon the 
upper edges of the bench frame. The board now 
forms a smooth top for the bench. The under side of 
the ironing board, when forming a seat, is recessed 
near each side of its square end. Each recess is cov­
ered by a metal plate baving a diamond-shaped open­
ing to receive the el9ngated head of a bolt secured 
to the innerface of the bench side pieces. The square 
end of the board is thus held to the bench, the nar­
row end being beld by the angle irons. 

This invention has been patented by Mr. Daniel 
Weller, of Boyertown, Po.. 

IMPROVED BLIND STOP. 

By means of the simple attachment here shown, the 
blind may be securely held in any desired position. 
Secured to the lower crOBS bar is a metal plate, bent at 

G ULICK'S IMPROVED BLIND STOP. 
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the flange and its strip, the corrugated faces resting receiving the.ends of wire frames that emend a short 
against each other, as shown in the right hand view. distance under the plate, by which they are clamped 

This device will hold the slats in any required posi- to the board. Each frame consists of a wire, bent to 
tion. but when the slat bar is subjected to a positive the shape shown in the upper view in the engraving. 
pull, the strip will slip upon the face of the flange, Through the end loops are passed screws, projecting 
against which it will be held by the action of the spring' from the board, and the center of each frame is secured 
strip. By means of the set screw, the parts may be so' to the board by a clip, the clips and bolt being ar· 

locked together as to prevent the turning of the slats 
from the outside. 1 

This invention has been patented by Mrs. Lizzie T. 
Gulick, of Corsicana, Texas . .. .... 

The BrUI.h Armament at Victoria. 

Some mistake appears to have been made in the 
recent announcement that the British Government are 
sending out a number of eighty ton guns for the coast , 
defense of Esquimault and Victoria. Twelve sixty­
four pounders have been sent out from England, not 
for the armaments of the forts, but to be placed on 
board the' British ships of war belonging to the Pacific 
squadron or to go into the naval reserves. Some time 
ago the British Minister of War made application to 
the Canadian Pacific Railway to know if they could 
transport one or more eighty ton guns over t.heir road. 
An estimate of the cost was given, with the model of a 
car composed of tbree trucks, which it was proposed to 
use if the shipment. was made. Since then nothing 
has been heard of the eighty ton guns. The officer in 
command of the British Columbia district does not 
speak very creditably of the condition of the armament 
at that point. The artillery armament is described as 
old, the carriages and limbers are reported rotten and 
are falling to pieces, while the guns are without sight.s. 
The batteries at Victoria and Esquimault, the officers 
say, are in a discreditable condition.-N. Yo Evening 
Post. 
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A SIMPLE DEVICE FOR CRIMPING BOOTS OR SHOES. 

The crimper herewith illustrated has a yol,e-shaped 
stationary portion , the jaws of which are formed with 
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LA FOLLETTE'S BOOT CRIMPER. 

JAQ,UES' PLASTERER'S HAWK. 

ranged in a line parallel with the grain of the wood. 
The frames support the edges of the board, and the 
loops permit of the lateral movement of their serews 
and the portions of the board by which they are car­
ried. This hawk weighs, even when thoroughly 
soaked, only one pound and a half, t.he old style weigh­
ing from three to five pounds. 

ADJUSTABLE WOOD MEASURING BACK. 

By means of this device wood may be measured by 
the cord or fractional parts of a cord, as occasion may 
requil·e. 'l'he sill frame consists of two longitudinally 
ranging timbers connected by cross bars. Near one 
end of the timbers are fixed uprights, braced to each 
other and to the tim bers. To the inner faces of the 
sills are screwed a series of headed pins, the first one 
being exactly one foot from the inner face of the end 
posts, and the others being spaced one foot apart. Two 
posts, braced together by rods, are adapted ·t&-�tMld �­
the sills, and to the inside face of each post is attached, 
by coach screws, a metal plate provided with a hook at 
its lower end, adapted to engage with the shank of one 
of the headed screw pins of the sills. Attached to each 
post is a brace with two arms, and formed at its lower 
end with a notch to engage the pins on the sills. The 
metal plates and braces are slotted for the passage of 
the !>crews, so that the movable frame may be quickly 
and easily set perfectly plumb, whichever opposite pair 
of the sill pins may be engaged by the hooked plates. 
The posts are exactly four feet high, and one is marked 
by cross lines one foot apart. It is apparent that, to 
measure a cord, the frame is moved to the eighth set 
of pins and the wood is piled to the tops of the posts. 

tri1nsverse corrugations. The top of this yoke has a To measure half a cord, the hooks are engaged with 
longitudinal slot, in which are pivoted the upper re- the fourth pins. By adjusting the hooks to the first 
duced ends of movable inner jaws, whose operative pair of pins,'and filling the wood in between the end 
faces have transverse corrugations, arranged to always I posts up to the first cross line on the post, a single foot 
meet and fit within the co,rresponding corrugations of I of wood can be measured, or up to the second line for 
the outer jaws. These iI\\Ier jaws are nOI'mally held two feet, and so on. Thus a cord or any fractional part 
open by a spring. The 6perating or crimping screw 
slides freely through the slot "in the yoke, extending be­
tween the inner jaws, abd on . its lower portion fits a 
wedge-shaped clamping block, which is drawn up be­
tween the inner jaws by turning the' operating screw. 
The outer end of this screw being placed in an aperture 
in the heel of the last, or in other suitable position 
relative to a form over which the leather i� to be 
crimped, and the edges of the leather placed between 
the jaws, the leather may be strained about its forming 
block as desired by simply rotating the screw. 

This invention has been patented by Mr. EleryB. La 
Follette, of Flemington, West Va . 
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PLASTERER'S HAWK. 

BROUGHTON'S ADJUSTABLE WOOD MEASURING RACK. 

right angles to form flanges. the projecting one of 
which is finely corrugated. The plate is beld to the 
bar by screws passi ng through the other flange. Across 
the face of the outer flange is secured a spring retain­
ing strip, which bears against the corrugated face and 
which carries a set screw. To the end of the slat bar 
is'secured a corrugated strip, which is passed between 

The object of this in vention, which has been patented 
by Mr. Geo. W. Jaques, o( Burton, 0., is to provide a 
plasterer's hawk in which the board on which the mor­
tll.r is received, and which is· subjected to expansion 
and contraction due to alternate moistening and dry­
ing, may be rendel'ed light and rigid and, at the same 
time, be free t.o expand and contract without warping 
or cracking. In the center· of the board is secured a 

. bolt, upon which is receiv.ed·a handle ,having.a nut in 
its outer end fitting the end of the bolt. A·circular 
concave plate is placed on the bolt, between the handle 
and board, with its concave side toward the board. 
Between the plate and board is held an elastic rubber 
washer, which is compressed by screwing the handle 
down. .' 

The plate' has a plane edge, which is secured to t.he 
board by screws, and in the edge are four notches for 

can be readily measnred. To disengage the frame, it is 
only necessary to tilt it forward toward the fixed posts, 
when it may be shifted to any point along the sill 
frame. 

This invention has been patent�d by Mr. 
Broughton, whose address is P. O. box 820, Marble� 

head, Mass. 
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