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NEW YORK, SATURDAY, ·MARCH 27, 1886. 

toss OF TO C11NABD STUD. OBEGOli. 
On Sunday, March 14th, at 4:30 A. M., the splendid 

sttamer Oregon, from Liverpool bound to New York, 
when off the Long Island coast, collided with an un
known sailing craft, and both vessels were lost. The 
sailer is supposed to have instantly sunk with all on 
board. The Oregon floated for 8 hours, and then went 
down in 120 ft. water. An on board were saved. The 
accident took place about 10 miles out from the shore 
and about 50 miles east of the entrance to New York 
harbor. The wind was light. sea calm; it was dark, but 
clear enough to see lights on shore. 

The steamer was running at full speed, over 20 miles 
per hour. The lookout shouted as he saw the ap
proaching sailing vessel, a white light was seen, the 
wheel was turned hard-a-port; instantly the two ships 
collided, the supposed schooner swept by, and was seen 
no more. The Oregon's engines were worked for half 
an hour, when the fires were extinguished by rise of 
water to the furnaces. It was found she was making 
water rapidly. By-the collision a large hole, stated by 
the captain to be 18 feet square, was made on and above 
the water line, and another hole, 4 X 6 feet, was made 
below the water line. The great ship soon began to 
settle. Signals were given-guns and rockets; .rderly 
preparations made to occupy the ten lifeboats. All 
were supplied with life preservers. By 10 A. M. two 
small sailing vessels had come to the rescue, and to 
these. by mt'ans of the boats, the passengers and crew, 
896 souls in all, were safely transferred. The crew 
numbered 205. Soon another large steamer, the 
Fulda, came up, and the people wert' taken on board 
and carried into New York. At 12:30 P. M. the Oregon, 
having settled to the level of the water, plunged head 
downward and went to the bottom, in water 120 feet 
deep, and there lies, in an upright position, masts 
above water. 

[MARCH 27, 1886. 
shortest ever made, namely, Queenstown to New York, 
6 d. 9 h. and 42 m. 

Some of the difficulties in the way of safety in such a 
ship as the Oregon may be conceived if we consider 
what takes place, mechanically, during an ocean voy
age. The exertion of 13,000 .horse power is equal to 
191,517 tons lifted a foot high every minute. Her 
screw pushes the ship ahead with a power equal to that 
of twenty of the most p<>werful locomotives; 300 tons of 
coal a day must be brought to the fires, and the ashes 
removed; 2,500 tons of fuel must be stored and handled. 
The confined area of the vessel seems to forbid the em
ployment of anything except manual labor in the 
work. 

A8 TO THE SINKING OF THE OREGON. 
The bare fact that the Cunarder Oregon r�ye�the 

injury which caused her loss from collillllo�th a 
sailing vessel seems to be pretty well sustained", Be
yond that, the testimony is confused and conflicting, 
and the reticence of the ship's officers, especjally upon 
several important points, lends an airof mystery to 
the affair which certain admissions of the crew serve 
to intensify. On the 'one hand. we are told that it was 
a clear, starlit night when the collision took place, and, • 

on the otlier, that it was hazy. Remembering that 
neith� .the first officer, who was on the bridge, nor the 
watch on deck, including the lookout forward in the 
ship's eyes, could be certain as to whether the strange 
sail was a sloop, schooner, tern, or square-rigger. 
whether she was close-hauled or. running frea, the 
supposition that the weather was hazy seems. not un-. 
reasonable. 

When, contrary to the sea-going rules, the masters 
of the ocean racers run at full speed as well in thick as 
in clear weather. it is scarcely to be expected that they 
will acknowledge so great a speed as eighteen nautical 
miles an hour, and at the same time admit that it was 
logged in thick or even hazy weather. 

The testimony of all those on deck at the time of the 
accident agrees that the stranger went down soon after 
"with all on board." 
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