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RIVERSIIiE PARX.-THE BURIAL PLACE OF GEN. GRANT. can be distinctly seen. Twenty acres of land are to be 
In preparing for General Grant's obsequies, the first devoted to the monument. 

question was naturally where he should be buried. A Though Riverside Park is so comparatively un
diversity of opinion prevailed, many preferring that known, it is by no means inaccessible. The Boulevard, 
national ground should be chosen for his last resting a broad, shady avenue, which promises in time to be
place, as he belonged in a peculiar manner to the come one of the most fashionable in the city, leads 
nat.ion at large; but his family thought fitting that from the Circle on 59th Street, at the southwest corner 
New York, as the city which had been his home dur- of Central Park, almost directly to the monument site, 
ing the last few years, and had witnessed the heroic where numerous other pleasant drives connect the 
struggle of the past winter and spring, would be the locality with the surrounding parks. Our illustrations 
most suitable place for his burial. The choice, indeed, show some of the features of Riverside. The lower 
was sanctioned by General Grant himself, who stated, portion of the picture is a view from the bluff at 90th 
but a short time before his death, that he selected Street looking toward the north. The central and 
New York as his burial place, "because the people of upper cuts represent different views in the park as one 
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and for several days Central Park was uppermost in right gives a glimps3 of Claremont taken a few steps 
mind, and seelIled likely to be the spot honored by their in front of the spot chosen for the tomb. 
choice. Colonel Grant, upon whom devolves the prin- It is admitted that Riverside is the most suitable 
cipal arrangements for the funeral, was several times place in the city, and though its selection has not given 
in consultation with Mayor Grace, and in company general satisfaction, we believe that time will justify 
with several gentlemen of the city corporation visited the choice. It would be difficult to find a more beauti 
the park, and examined various sites which had been ful spot, and almost impossible to select one which 
proposed. A number of objections, however, conspired would become more thoroughly consecrated to the 
to make Central Park seem undesirable, and Mayor memory of General Grant. 
Grace suggested that Riverside Park should be selected , .. � • I .. 
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papers to one address or different addresses as desired. respects be a suitable site. The final decision rested We publish in this week's issue of the SUPPLEMENT 
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nounced as the spot selected for the resting place of the development ofthelawof least force. The chart brought 
hero. forward by Prof. Proctor is a stereographic projection 

The park thus chosen for so distinguished a trust is -one in which each point on the sphere is projected on 
little known outside of New York, and indeed in the a tangent plane by a line joining the point and the 
city itself there are many who are entirely unacquainted outer end of the tangential dil:tmeter; and since it 
with its beauties. From 72d Street to 129th a high gives the entire globe, except a small area within the 
bluff extends along the Hudson River, its sides some- Antarctic Circle, on one sheet, it is well adapted for 
times precipitous, and again falling in gentle slopes plotting a great circle course. By the method given in 
toward the river. It is but a narrow strip of ground, connection with the chart, a seaman Illay lay down 
and as yet, with the exception of the broad macadam- wit.hout any difficulty the shortest track between two 
ized drive and the heavy stone parapet toward the ports, that is, the arc of a great circle joining those 
river, it is almost entirely unimproved, but it possesses ports, or the shortest dist.ance between any point 
the elements of great beaut.y, and is destined in time to reached during the journey and any desired haven, 
hecome one of the loveliest spots on the whole island. and can calculate the distance. Ordinarily, vessels fol
Three miles of river frontage gives to the park a living low what is called the rhumb course, or that in which 
feature, whose charm and naturalness can be disturbed the same compass bearing, apart from magnetic varia
by no future growth of the metropolis, and fully en- tion, is maintained throughout the journey, but. a 
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hint unmistakably that their neighbors are decidedly sented on one chart being of necessity limited, it was 
old-fashioned, and will soon be seen no more. impossible to lay down a ship's course of any extent. on 

The park is fortunate in possessing together with its one chart, and the process of calculation was too com
charming location many nohle old trees, whose heavy plicated. The chart and met.hods suggested by Prof. 
foliage is very graceful and attractive. These, too, Proctor are very simple, and llIay be readily grasped 
speak of the past. Occasionally one sees a few old by navigators of even small mathematical knowledge. 
apple or pear trees mixed with the other t.imber, and They promise to bring great circle sailing into general 
recalling pictures of former homesteads; or the rem- use, and by the notable saving of time effected, to be a 
nants of an avenue of Lombardy poplars or aged elms valuable contribution to the progress of an age which 
tell of more pretentious country seats. It is a great is prone to rank speed among its greatest attainmentA 
advantage in choosing this quiet, unadorned spot, �--i."""'''''._------
which must forever remain inviolate, that its develop- BRONZE 'FRAMES. 

ment will shape itself to be a fitting environment for Many productions of artistic articles are made under 
the sacred dust which it receives. It cannot fail to be personal or trade secrets, and the methods are not made 
dominated by the memory of the hero who is to rest patent. Even where the methods are not guarded and 
there, and to become consecrated to him in a manner controlled by legal act they may be confined in prac
that could never have been the case with Cent.ral tice to a limited number of expert workmen. There is 
Park. no exclusive right to the employment of bronze as a 

Following the road to the north, the ground means of ornamentation, but in its uses as a decorative 
gradually rises until at 124th Street it has an eleva- material few are experts. 
tion of one hundred and thirty-five feet above the Ever since the Exhibition at Philadelphia in 1876, 
river. This is the most charming spot in the whole there has been manifested great interest in the possi
park, and has been chosen as the site of the monu- bilities of bronze as a means of ornamentation. It was 
ment. At the base of the hill, the river spreads out shown there that the appearance of hard steel and 
into the beautiful sheet of water known as the Tappan crude iron could be produced by treatments of bronze; 
Zee. Its surface is always alive with all kinds of river in short, that bronze powders might be so managed by 
craft, and its surrounding shores abound with asso- acids and heat as to assume all the metallic tints that 
ciations of the Revolution. The past and the pres- could be possible in the solid metal. Of course, any 
ent are both here; it is a fitting place to lay a hero. mechanic can underst.and that such a disintegrous 
On the opposite shore, the trap rock of the Palisades material as iron could not be spread into layering 
rises from the river and makes a graceful outline against leaves like gold or like nearly pure silver; it was not 
the horizon. capable of the extreme tenuity of fiber that could 

But a short distance above the park are Fort Lee and make it plastic in t.hin foils. So steel. aUhough capa
Fort Washington. Just beyond the commanding ble of greater tenuity, could not be beaten or rolled 
knoll stands the Claremont House, which was the into films so requisitely thin as to make a tenuous 
home of the eccentric Lord Courtney in the days be- sheet capabl.e of being spread over even a plane surVI. ART, ETC.-The Unveiling of the Darwin Statue, South Kensing_ 

ton.. .. . ................................................... ............. 7999 fore the Revolution. The wooden figure-head of face. But inuch of this imitation of the hard metals 
George III. is still one of the curiosities of the neigh- must, by the present demands of fashion, be made on 

VI!. BOTANY, ETC.-How to Form a Herbarlum.-3f1gures ......... 7993 borhood; but the house is neal' enough the sit.e of the alto rilievo work, projections that would seem to The Coluring Matter of Flowers and Fruits ......................... 8006 t t b b t t· d '  th f t b . 
fi 'bl t ·  I t t th . 

t monumen 0 e an 0 s ruc lOn, an IS ere ore 0 e require very eXI e ma el'la 0 mee e requlremen . 
VII •. HYGlENE. ETC.-Sanatory Preoautions In the Dwelling.-By removed. To the east the view is also command- This material is in the form of a very fine powder or 

E. DWIGHT KlilNDALL ................ ............... .................. 8006 ing, and on clear days the boats on Long Island Sound dust, but being ach:nl metal is capable of being bur. 

© 1885 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC 



[Entered at the Post O1Il.ce of New York, N. Y., as Second Class Matter.] 

A. WEEKLY JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL INFORMATION, ART, "SCIENCE, MECHANICS, CHEMISTRY, AND MANUFACTURES. 
Vol. LIII.--No. 6'J 

[NEW SERlE •• ) NEW YORK, AUGUST 8, 1885. 

RIVERSIDE PARK, NEW YORK.-THE BURIAL l'LAOE OF GENERAL GRANT.-[See page 80.] 

© 1885 SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, INC 

[$3.20 per Annum. 
[POSTAGE PREPAID.] 


	scientificamerican08081885-80_Page_1
	scientificamerican08081885-80_Page_2

