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union, which provides that the citizens of each nationality i Wasbington, but we believe tbey all tell only one story, 
who register an -applieation for a patent in their own COUtl- namely, tbat the almost unanimous feeli ng every where 
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are granted for 14 years, but some of them are granted only Another band of "innocent purchasers" are makers and 
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European countries. 
The American patentee is in the habit of meeting some 

of the difficulties by withbolding his applications for 
foreign patents until after his American patent has been 
passed upon and allowed by the Washington office; then, 
before tbe actual issue of tbe home patent, he files his ap
plications for foreign patents, taking care, however, that no 
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It is the close observer, not only of present but future 
wants, who makes the successful inventor. The world is 
one huge kaleidoscope, and its views and requirements are 
ever changing. Wbat is good to-day will prove insufficient 
to-morrow, bence improvement is but a natural sequence of 
tbe present, and he who takes Time by tbe forelock is the 
olle who wins; nor is this constant change to be wondered 
at, for the world is progressive, and there is no buman de
vice but has some defect, so tbat the cry is ever for some
thing better or cbeaper. Tbere are few illventions in ad
vance of tbe times, bnt thousands to meet tbe wants of the 
present, and not a few behilld tbe age. These are no idle 
aphorisms, but genuine truths, and it would be well for in
ventors generally to remember and profit by them. 

There are other things, too, that it would be well to re
member. As it is in time of peace that we sbould prepare 
for war, so is it during tbe current season tbat inventors 
should provide for the Ilext. Now is the time, as the sum
mer solstice approaches, when improvement.s suitable for 
tbat and the following seasons should be taken in hand, be 
matured, perfected, and patented. Experiments are neces
sary, and these take time, as do also tbe securing of letters 
patent and tbe necessary business arrangements to have nil 
tbings ready and the supply on hand wben the demand 
comps. For lack of thus moving in time, many an inventor 
has found himself unprepared to introduce his invention to 
tbe public during the season it is adapted to, and bad to wait 
an entire year till tbe like season comes round again before 
he could do RO, and then it has proved too late, as a superior, 
or even inferior, but better pushed improvement has got the 
foothold and superseded it. There are many trades in wbich 
the greatest activity prevails during the season in whicb 
tbere are no �ales and none expected. Summer prepares for 
w inter, and so should it be with the inventor. 

So much for the time wben inventions should be made, 
perfected, and secured. What to invent is the next, or per
haps tbe first, thing to consider. Tbere are men of such ver
satile genins that scarcely any subject or device is t.oo hard 
for tbem to improve upon, but, as a general rule, those are 
the most successful wbo devote their attention to subjects 
and thiugs more immediately connected with their own call
ing in life, for they know from experience what are the 
practical defects of the present state of things and wbat is 
actually needed. Tbus the farmer is better acquainted witb 
agricultural machines, and the carpenteJ' and machinist witb 
the tools of their trade, and any improvements which sur:h 
mny make, in their own line, are generally meritorio!1s and 
valuable. 

Another hint, and we bave done. Most inventors overestl' 
mate tbe pecuniary value of tbeir inventions. They want 
too big a price for that whicb compuratively cost but little, 
hence tbey fail to profit by their patents. Tbere are few 
patents of any merit bu t will sell at a price and pay a thou
sand times better than any ordinary investment. True, 
fortunes have b!lell made out of patents, and fortunes are 
still being so made, but that is no reason why every inventor 
sbould be _ so liberally rewarded. A fair recompense is 
surer. 
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The Fastest Passage . 
The new Guion steamsbip Oregoll has just beaten all 

previous records, her actual time between the two points 
above mentioned being 6 dnys 10 hours and 10 minutes .. 
Her best day's run during the voyage was 472 miles, ant) 
her po@rest 440. Her average was over 450 miles a day, or 
nearly 19 miles an hour. According to tbe log of the 
Oregon, she traveled in all 2,861 mile�. This is 100 miles 
more than was made by tbe Alaska on her quickest voyage. 
The days' runs of the Oregon were as follows: April 14, 

440 miles; 15,460; 16,455; 17.470; 18,469; and 19,472. 
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