
offerings were made to the manes of that chieftain. The 
room beyond the altar seems to have been a funerool 
chamber. The concrete fioor was painted red; in spots 
the color is still bright. OpPl)site the doorway there is 
an estrade, half the width of the room, which is nar
row, and two or three yards long. The walls are per
pendicular to a height of three meters, then slant in
ward, forming It triangular arch, the total height of the 
room being about six meters. Throughout the ruins the 
same shaped roof is used, in Rome cases without any cap
ping stone. This room has its walls covered with paint
ings, from floor to apex of roof. Red, blue, green, and 
yellow are the colors that form the pictures, but the out
lines are drawn with a dark brown paint (bister); another 
color is also used, that I may, perhaps, call maroon, to paint 
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I DR. AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON'S LATEST AND MOST 

REMARKABLE DISCOVERIES IN YUCATAN. 

Among those who have made valuable additions to our 
means of studying the character and institutions of a once 
great but now almost unknown American people, Dr. 
Augustus Le Plongeon has performed conspicuous service. 
For some ten years he has been, at his own expense, pur
suing a series of investigations among the buried cities of 
Yucatan. We give a record to-day of his latest and most 
important discoveries there, written for us by a member of 
hi s family participating with him in these explorations. Dr. 
Le Plongeon believes that the Maya civilization was con
temporaneous with, if not anterior to, that of the most 
ancient Egyptian, and he certainly brings to the support of 
his conclusions some very remarkable facts; as presented 
by him they show the apparent similarity of the architec
ture, the language, the religion, and many of the customs 
of the Mayas with those of the Egyptians, so far as we can 
judge of either by such monuments as they have left in 
broken and buried statues, in the ruins of what were once ex
tensive cities, and in the almost undecipherable hieroglyphics 
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