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DR. LE PLONGEON'S LATEST AND MOST I MPORTANT fifty centimeters wide, at the top, and thirty-five at the 
DISCOVERIES AMONG THE RUINED CITIES OF YU· base. Except in their position, there are not two alike in 
CATAN. any l·espect. The outermost ones have their noses broken, 

A recent letter from Alice D. Le Plongeon, dated at the but those within are perfect as if just (rom the master's hand. 
ruins of Chichin !tza, Yucatan, gives a very illteresting ac- They are very interesting and important, showing, as they 
count of Dr. Augustus Le Plongeon's btest discoveries, from do; the features, ornaments, and dresses of those people, for 
which we make the following extracts. The letter was ac- the artists paid little attention to the body, bestowing the ut­
companied by several fine photographs, two of which we mOSL skill and care on the' face, ornaments, and dress. Tbe 
have engraved. The others will soon appear. heads are well shaped, disproving agaiu the assertion of some 

In 1875, w hen Dr, Le Plongeon brought to light the then writers tbat the Mayas ddormed their skulls. Tbat custom 
beauti rul staLue tbat for good reasons he called Cbaacmol was introduced by people wbo about 1,500 years ago i nvaded 
(Leopard), people who knew notbing ahout it said that he the country from the side of Baealax, destroyed Chicben 
had given that name ' at random, or for some fancy, wbicb Itza, took possession of Uxmal, and in fact became masters 
assertion was as foolish as it was unjust. As among us we of the country after destroying the dynasty of the Caes, as 
!Jave Mr. White, Mr. Black, Mr. Long, Mr. Sbort, Mr. we read in an inscription carved on the facade of one of tbe 
Wolf, Mr. Fish, so the Mayas had for names animals and principal monuments of Uxmal. These Toltecs; or Naualts, 
other objects, and when their portraits were made, instead of witb their r'eligious rites and other customs, introduced tbat 
inscribing their name beneatb, as we frequently do, they put of deforming the skull, a practice that was in vogue even 
a picture of the animal or object whose name they llore, among tbeMayas at the time of the Spanisb conquest, as 
above tbeir head or on their breast, sometimes both. Thus Landa informs us. Very lately a skull bas lleen unearthed 
we see a dignified looking gentleman, elegantly dressed and in Progreso, the port of Yucatan, quite conoidal in form, 
well armed, witb a pretty goblet auove his head; be is Mr. being flattened back and front, and rising like a peak at 
CuI, cui heing the Maya word (or cup. From certain in- the top. 
dications of mural paintings and sculptures. Dr. LePlongeon All tbe caryatides have headdresses on which are chiseled 
was led to look in one place for tbe statue of a man n amed .with great delicacy various designs, SOllle figuring mosaic 
Leopard, and when on reaching that he saw a monument work that tbose people used to ornament their dresses, made 
with a sculptured leopard on the top, and slabs with 'leopards of bo�e, shell, ivory, and each substan�es, cut in various 
carved on them round it, his convictiou was confirmed. shapes, and, painted with bright colors. Other headgears 
He then unearthed tile statue of Cbaacmol; and it was to the are covered with feathers, the lines exquisitely fine; and the 
ro,emory of that warrior tbat 
the monument I propose to 
describe was raised. It con· 
sisted of t wo apartments, the 
outer, witbout any front wall, 
being more like a grand por­
tico. The front balf of the 
triangular arched roof rested 
on massi ve round stone pilli\fs 
with reaLbers carved on the 
front and sides, while on the 
other part the scales of the 
serpent�, belly are represent­
ed. Tbe base, formed of a 
monolith two meters long, 
one meter fifty centimeters 
wide, and one meter twenty­
five ceutimeters bigh, resem· 
bles a sel'pent's head with 
open mouth, whose project­
ing tongue alone requires two 
strong men to move it. (See 
engraving.) 
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back of each figure is sculptured to imitate a mantle of feath· 
ers, but in each the feathers are differently arranged. Their 
hair is cut sllort in front and combed straight, to come part. 
ly over the forehead, tbus we see that it is a very old fash­
ion to oiling the hair. Tbe eyes are two-tbirds natural size; 
some are decidedly feminine, and their dress seems to be that 
of women. Tbe eyes are open, foreheads broad, noses cor­
rect in sbape accOl'ding to our present ideas of beauty, 
some quite small and fine; lips thin and firm. Some have 
the upper row of teeth visible, and they are small and even. 
not filed Iike a saw, so tbat fashion was evidently not compul­
sory, though some followed it, as we learn from the Cbaacmol 
statue and others. All bave ornaments in their Doses, and 
some of tbem consist of two small disks, linked by a tiny 
straight bar, It is very possible that these links were made 
of some rpetallic substance. Besides the ornaments fastened 
on the,outside of tbe nostrils, Reveral have one hanging from 
the cartilage, down· over the lips. As well as disfiguring a 
pl'etty faGe, it must have been most uncomfortable, and 
sbows that people in those times made themselves the fool­
ish slaves of fashion, just as now. One face is so covered 
that tbe.features can bardly be seeD; two serpent heads face 
eacb other on tbe forebead, and their bodies encircle the 
eyes; otber snake bodies surround the moutb, tbe beads 
resting on the cbeeks. 

It is DOt easy for the pen to give an exact idea of how 
these caryatides are formed. The bodies do not correspond 
to the size of tbe faces. yet the feet are large, to serve as a 
firm base for tbe table they supported. From the knees up 

to the throat there is very 
little form, and though we 
see that the arms are upraised, 
tbe hands are not defined, 
but lose tbemselves in the flat 
part of the stoDe tbat is above 
the head, and oB-Wh-klh··t-be 
table rested. As far back as 
where tbe ears should be, tbe 
faces are completely in the 
round, bllt from tbere tbe 
stone extends on each side, 
and on tbat stone, in the place 
where ears should be, are 
large circular ornaments. 
One figure has square tablets 
instead, and on them a'finely 
cbased inscription tbat cause!! 
us to exclaim: "They must 
have had metal to work 
with I " Tbe large circular 
ornaments have for center 
the face of an old man, but 
not all alike; so they may 
have been portraits of indi­
viduali celebrated among 
them. 

But the roof of this front 
room fell, burying bene.ath 
its debris tbe pillar3 and other 
beautiful objects b e t w e e  n 
tbem. A tborough excava­
tion brougbt to Iigbt a stone 
altar; the upper part, or tab· 
Ie, consisted of two stones 
fifteen centimeters thick, that 
together were two meters len 
centimeters square, or be it 
six reet ten inches. Most 
unhappily, the roof, in fall· 
ing, broke tbe table into frag· 
ments; nevertheless, as tbe 
piece remained in place, it is 
not difficult to see that it was 
sculptured in bas·relief, rep­
resenting two men, one seat­
ed, tbe other standing. The 
edge of the table is also ex· 
quisitely carved, showiDg 
priests in various postures, 
making offerings; of the parts 
least injured Dr. Le Plongeon 
made moulds. Smashed, even 
pulverized in some parts, by 
tbe enormous stones, weigb­
ing bundreds of pounds, that 
fell on it, the table yet served 
to protect fifteen figures that 
supported it 8S caryatides. 
These were pIa c e d three 
abreast, five deep, with their 
arms upraised. T h e  y are 
eighty·five centimeters higb, 

THE MONUMENT OF CHAACMOL, AT, CXICHEN ITZA, YUCAT'AN. 

The toe n ails of these fig­
ures bave fallen oui; for tbe 
Maya artists made nails and 
eyes of sbell for their statues, 
which were also painted in 
vi vid colors. The feet are 
shod with sandals, each fast­
ened witb a different bow, 
knot, or clasp. ]j'rom their 
necks are suspended badges, 
necklaces, and otber orna· 
ments. One bas an animal 
carved on the badge. Some 
have handsome waist belts, 
and tbree cornered aprons, 
trimmed in divers manllers, 
especially w'itb flat plaiting, 

INNERUARTMENT OF CHAACMOL'S MONUMENT, WITH STONE ALTAR SUffORTED BY 
FIFTEEN CARYATIDES. 
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As so little care has been 
given to the body, it is not 
easy to decide upon the shape 
of the garments, but some 
certainly have a short tunic 
folded round tbeir hips, clos­
ing in front by one end lap­
ping over the other, the COl'· 
ners beiDg curved from waist 
to bottom of garment; 

We have reason to suppose 
tbat tbese figures were Iike­
nessps of individuals attached 
to the warrior Coh, and they 
supported the altar on which 



offerings were made to the manes of that chieftain. The 
room beyond the altar seems to have been a funerool 
chamber. The concrete fioor was painted red; in spots 
the color is still bright. OpPl)site the doorway there is 
an estrade, half the width of the room, which is nar­
row, and two or three yards long. The walls are per­
pendicular to a height of three meters, then slant in­
ward, forming It triangular arch, the total height of the 
room being about six meters. Throughout the ruins the 
same shaped roof is used, in Rome cases without any cap­
ping stone. This room has its walls covered with paint­
ings, from floor to apex of roof. Red, blue, green, and 
yellow are the colors that form the pictures, but the out­
lines are drawn with a dark brown paint (bister); another 
color is also used, that I may, perhaps, call maroon, to paint 
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I DR. AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON'S LATEST AND MOST 

REMARKABLE DISCOVERIES IN YUCATAN. 

Among those who have made valuable additions to our 
means of studying the character and institutions of a once 
great but now almost unknown American people, Dr. 
Augustus Le Plongeon has performed conspicuous service. 
For some ten years he has been, at his own expense, pur­
suing a series of investigations among the buried cities of 
Yucatan. We give a record to-day of his latest and most 
important discoveries there, written for us by a member of 
hi s family participating with him in these explorations. Dr. 
Le Plongeon believes that the Maya civilization was con­
temporaneous with, if not anterior to, that of the most 
ancient Egyptian, and he certainly brings to the support of 
his conclusions some very remarkable facts; as presented 
by him they show the apparent similarity of the architec­
ture, the language, the religion, and many of the customs 
of the Mayas with those of the Egyptians, so far as we can 
judge of either by such monuments as they have left in 
broken and buried statues, in the ruins of what were once ex­
tensive cities, and in the almost undecipherable hieroglyphics 

,. .. .. . 
'1'be Scientific AlUerican S upplement common to both people. 
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