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J titutific �tutritau. 
ROSALINE COLOR PATENT, 250,247. 

Nothing contained in the report of this case, given in our 
last number, was intended by us to convey the impression 
that there was any lack of confidence by the court, or a:ny­
body else, in the testimony of Professors Morton, Chandler, 
and Eudesmann. 'fhe eminence and exalted character of 
these gentlemen forbid the ·harboring of such an idea. 
Judge Blatchford appears simply to have held that the de­
fendants had not entirely made out their case. We under­
stand that additional proceedings are now going on, from 
which results may be expected that will wholly change the 
aspect of the litigation. 

.. ' . ..  
THE EGYPTIAN CAMPAIGN ENDED. 

The war in Egypt is substantially ended. The British 
advance from Ismailia, on the Suez Uanal, toward Cairo, 
along- the line of tbe fresh water canal, made an early morn­
ing dash upon the Egyptian position at Tel-el-Kebir, Septem­
ber 13, and carried it with a rush. 

The resistance was brief. The untrained Egyptians did 
not preserve the sligh'test semblance of order, but fled a 
confused rabble almost as soon as the attack begau. The 
British loss is reported to be nine officers and forty-fi ve men 
killed; twenty-two officers and three hundred and thirty 
men wounded. The Egyptian loss was about fifteen hun­
dred killed and wounded. 
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... . , .. 
A TELEPHONIC HOAX. 

Among the regular press dispatches from London, on the 
day of the bombardment of Alexandria, was one pmporting 
to come from Malta, the cable station nearest the seat of 

Contents. war, stating that the firing of the guns was distinctly heard 
(Illustrated articles are marked with an asterisk.) there by telephone through the cable. 
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bardment like that of Alexandria, no cautious person would 
hazard the assertion that the novel conditions could not give 
the result reported. In the absence, too, of any obvious 
reason for misrepresentation, the report has naturally at­
tained considerable currency. 

We take pleasure in relieving Mr. Eldred of any svspicion 
of complicity with the fraud with which his name has been 
coupled. 

.. , .... 
STEAM FOR HEATING GREENHOUSES. 

The lleating of greenhouses of more than five thou­
sand square feet of glass in the plant by steam, although of 
comparatively recent adoption among horticulturi�ts, is fast 
growing in favor for large houses, as favoring a more perfect 
control in regu lating the temperature to the variations of the 
weather than has been heretofore obtained with the water 
system. The economy of steam in fuel and boiler attendance 
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water of condensation to the boiler with the gravity system, 
where the water surface in the boiler is 3 feet or more below 
the level of the greenhouse floors. The gravity system is 
much preferred for its simplicity, but if  the sit nation is such 
that it cannot be used, the return trap system is practicable 
and reliable, but requires some care. 

The fhe, being under the control of a damper regulator, 
only requires attention at intervals of ::I few hours . All of 
the water of condensation being returned to the boiler. the 
only waste of any importance occurs when the pump is run­
ning. This requires the use of a connecting pipe from the 
force pump to the boiler and its proper attention while the 
pump is running . 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE FAIR. 

The fifty-first annual exhibition of the American Institute 
will begin in its building, comer of Third avenue and Sixty­
third street, September 27, to continue into December. 

To the present writing a large number of entries have 
been made, and there is abundant promise of a display of 
more than average value and variety. 

The manufacture of pottery will be represented for the 
first time at one of these fairs. Another novelty will appear 
in the manufacture of silk, beginning with the reeling of the 
raw material from cocoons. The light machinery in opera­
tion will include, also, machines for making clasps, spiral 
springs, tacks, wire nails, safety pins, etc. The making of 
wooden boxes by machinery will be exhibited for the firsl 
time. 

Among the heavier machinery will be a considerable num­
ber of mills for quartz crushing and t he separation of ores, 
an industry which is especially prominent in this year's en­
tries. A number of new steam engines aTe promised, among 
them one of special novelty to be used in driving dynamos 
for electric lighting. The iIluminatiou of the building will 
be effected for the first time by means of incandescent elec­
tric lamps, 168 in number, to be supplied by the United 
States Electric Lighting Company. Other systems of elec­
tric lighting will also be sh own. 

It is to be hoped that intending exhibitors will excel those 
of previous years in getting their exhibits ready and in place 
for the opening. Too often, for the first week or two, the 
value of the exhibition is seriously marred by incomplete­
ness and the disorder attending the installation of tardy 
exhibits. 

POSTAGE STAMP FRAUDS. 

In our paper for August 26 last. we gave a resume of the 
probable modes by which frauds were committed by the re­
use of postal stamps, and we pointed out some of the 
directions in which improvements might be made with 
probable advantage. 

The principal losses to the government appear to be, in 
brief, from the following causes: 

1. Stamps are not canceled. or are so slightly defaced that 
they readily pass into second use and escape detection. 

2. Canceled stamps are removed from the letters, the can­
celing ink washed off, the stamps regummed, and sold for 
reuse. 

3. Uncanceled stamps are removed by rogues 
offices, and old canceled stamps substituted. 
ably is the way that a large loss is occasioned. 

in tlle post 
This prob-

It would seem that the inventor who can make a really 
serviceable postage stamp that can be readily applied to an 
envelope, but which cannot be removed without the total 
obliteration of the stamp, will have produced a valuable im­
provement. By a serviceahle postage stamp is meant one 
that will bear reasonable handling without injury, that has 
no poisonous qualities, that is easily applied. and. as just 
stated, that cannot be removed intact after it is once put on 
the letter. 

.... � .. 

PLIOCENE MAN IN NEVADA. 

The frequent occurrence of wrougllt stone implements 
with remains of extinct animals in the gold gravels of Cali­
fornia and elsewhere on the Pacific coast, ha� satisfied all 
who have critically studied the evidence so afforded that the 
advent of man in those parts mnst bave been before the clos<l 
of the latest division of the Tertiary period. There is, 
therefore. nothing startling in the discovery of foot prints, 
apparently cif men wearing sandals, in Pliocene sandstone in 
Nevada; yet we may be sure that the deductions of the Cali­
fornia scientists who have investigated the matter will not be 
suffered to go unchallenged. 

The scene of the discovery is a quarry in the yard of the 
Nevada State prison, near Carson. The prison is situated i n  
a valley three miles from the base of the tlierras, the site 
having been chosen on account of a ridge of sandstone there, 
in the quarrying of which the labor of convicts could he 
utilized. The prison was established about twenty years 
ago. In the process of quarrying from fifteen to �.lirty feet 
of rock has been removed from a space of an acrf': dnd three­
quarters. The layers of sa'udstone alternate with seams <,If 
clay. and at tbe level of the tracks the rock appears to be 
the consqlidated n(ud of an ancieut lake or pond, which had 
been afterward buried under many feet of sand dtJposits. 

As described hy Dr. H. W. Harkness, who was sent by 
the California Academy, of Sciences to study and report 
upon. these supposed traces of ancient man-nerhaps the 
earliest hunting party"on rel'ord-there are SIX. separate 
series of tracks of men with s9'1dals or other foot gear, with 
from eight tq sevent�en .{ootprints in each se1'ies, liesideli 
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