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Mr. Justice Bradley, of the Supreme Court of the United action was observed. The coast wa, bold and rocky. The 
States, delivered, January 9, an opinion which fittingly su.p- cape on the south coast was named Cape Emma. 
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plements the decision of the same court in the case of Miller 
against tUe Bridgeport Brass Company, lately noticed in 
these columns. THE RELATION OF THE GOVERNMENT TO 

PATENTEES, 
No. 261 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

In 1863 Marcus P. Norton patented an implement for 
stamping letters. The patent was surrendered and reissued 
in 1864, and again in 1869, and again in 1870. 

In the recent decision of the Supreme Court in the case 
O. D. MUNN. A. E. BEACH�._._ I On the basis of the last reissue suit for infringement was of James VB. Campbell, two or three points are incldentally 

'rERlns FOJ� 'I'HE SCll��rJ.'IFIcA-MERICAN. brought against Postmaster James, of this city, by Christo- touched upon WhICh very materially affect the interests of 

8���gg�:�lieJ��h���t��d�1�c3��e\i'::::::·:··:: ::·.:::::·::::.:.::: $� �8 pher C. Campbell. who claimed to be assignee of Norton, . patentees in their relation to the government, especially 

gr�li���;-;;�:"� "c7i;La g�PJv��';��c�i���';.��is��/�����';.��i;;';���f g�g\��';.� the patentee. Other parti e, claiming an interest in th e patent
' when their Illventions are �mch as to make them useful or 

same proportionate rate. Po"ta�e prepaid. were made par ties to the suit. The CircuI't COUI.t of the necessary to the government. O ne is a positive ruling that 
Remit by postal order Address _\LUNN & CO. 261 Broadway, corner of Warren street, New York United States for the Southern District of New York ren0 the government has no right to use a patented invention 

is a distinct ���r �;,���!�gIE���(�ic:E'!'�A�"'��:'SeJ}\'LEMENT dered a decree in favor of the complainant. The defendant without compen£ation to the owner of the patent; anothcr 
Is issued weekly. Every number contains 16 octavo pages, uniform in size appealed to the SUllreme Court, whose decI' sl' on has now re- is a query as to the propriety and probable success of a 
WIth SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. Terms of subscrIption for SUPPLEM1"NT, $5.00 a year, postage ]laid, to subscribers Single copies, 1U cents. Sold by versed that of the lower court, on the !!l'Ound that the reissue suit against the officer using the invention; and the third is 
all news dealers throughout the country. . '-' . .. 

(lo",bi neel Il. .. t ". - The SCfJllNTIFIC AMERICAN and SUPPLE''''''''T patent, on which suit was brought, was void for the reason a plamly exprL'ssed dou bt as to whet her the Court of Claims 
will be sent for one year postage free. on receipt 01' seven dollars. Both h . . d" h I" d papors to one address or different addresses as desired. that it was not for the invention specified in the orig'inal as Juns ICtwn w en a c aIm IS base on an unauthorized 

The safest way to remit is by draft, postal order. or registered letter. - f '  t' b ffi Address YlU:S:S & CO ,261 Broadway, corner of Warren street, New York. patent. use 0 an Illven lon y a government 0 cer. 
Scientific AlllericRn Export EditiOn. In determining the invalidity of the claims u])on whicll On tbese points the opinion of the court runs as follows' 

'l'he SCIII;N'l'l FIC A MJI;RJ CAN Export Edition is a large and splendid peri- T Odical, issued once a month . Each numher cGntainS ahout (·ne hundred the suit was brought, Mr. J usticc Bradley minutely reviewed '. hat the government of the United States, when it gr ants 
large quarto uages, profusely illustrated. embracing: (1.) Most of the plates and pages of the four preceding weekly issues of the �Cl":�nplc the historical and mechanical development of canceiing and letters paten t for a new invention or discovery in the arts. 
AMII:RICAN, with its splendid engravings and valuabl � lnformation: (2.) f I I . 
Commercial, trade, aJ>d manufacturing announcements of leading houses. post-markilJg starn ps, tracing the gradual expansion of the con ers upon t lC patentee an exc USlve property in the pat" 
'rerms for Export Edition, $5.00 a year, sent prepaid to any part of the t d '  t' h' h t b . t d d b world. Single copies 50cents. fW" Manufacturers and others who desire Norton patent in its successive reissues until it was made to en e I nven IOn, w 1C canno e approprm e or use y 
to secure foreign trade may have large. and handsomelv displayed an- tl go rnm t 'ts If 'th t '  t t' nouncements puhlisbed in this edition at a very moderate cost cover not merely devices in common Use at the date of the Ie ve en 1 e WI ou JU s compensa I nn any more 

The RCIJ;;,TIFIC AJ\'f l':n I(;A� Exnort E(iition has a Janw guaranteed ci.rcu. tllan I't can approprl'ate or lIse ' tlo t co p t' I d tatlon in all commercial places throug-hout the worlt!. Address�IUl'<l; & original pateot, but also those particular devices which Nor- WI 1 U m ensa I on an 

CO., 261 Broadway, corner of Warren street, New York whl'cb has been patented to a p ., ate purch 1. 
ton in the original patent professed to improve upon and • llV aser, we "ave 

NEW YORl, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY It!, 1882. ilisplace. And, still more, it was made to cover the general no doubt. The Conslitution gives to Congress power ' to 
___ ====---==: _ _____ process of stamping letters with a post-mark and cancehng promote the progress of science and useful arts by securing 

Contents. stamp at the same time, a process which was not even sug- for limited limes to authors and iuventors the exclusive right 
(Illnstrated articles are marked willi an asterisk.) to the' r resp t' ' t' d d' . , l.' h Id gested in the original patent. 1 ' ec lve wn lllgS an I scovenes, W"lC COll 
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Astronomy prize, Lalande .. .... 97 ];�;�g:,l�Jt'l\.j.;'Jr�'::;�·:::::::::::: �g� evidence, which is recited at great length, "that when he publish such writings or to use such inventions without the 
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. U·;.if.Y .. l.n .. g· ... · ..... · \/196 Plants, herbaceom, hard;v ...... · .. )Dl tees avoid doing this when they can, and seek to embrace to those who entitle themselves to such grants. The gov" nic .... Plants, ripening of certaIn ...... 105 Digestion. colfee and sugar in .... 105 PortalJle engine, improved' . .... 102 additional matter in a reissue, in order to supersede and get ernment of the United States, as well as ' the citizen, is sulJ-
Electric lighting by water pOwer. 102 Prize, astronomy, LaJande....... m 
'EEnngg',:nneee, rpoiOga

lllblvee, n,.mtiopnrosv .. e.d.;, ........... 11 0062 Reissue, expanded. a case of ..... 96 pOBsession of the rights which the public hy lapse of titre ject to the Constitution, and when it grants a patent the 
rt Results, sci., of Jeannette exped 96 • d English c bannel tunnel .......... 102 '!}ooaspe, tmreaenuffaa

mctOuUrse' eonf,;Iof.a ........ 9.5 . • 1 90 � or other cause have acquired in the meantime. It is for grantee IS entitle to it as a matter of right. and does not 
Expanded reissue, a case of.. . .. 00 !O '" • 

• t . . II d t b +h 0 E Explorer Leichhardt's journals .. 104 Steam bOil.prnotes ...... . ...... 97 this very reasou that the law does not allow them to take a recelve 1, flS was onglDa y suppose 0 e, e case lD ng" 
]<'aBtest boat i n the w(>rld .: . ... 1 06 Steel and IrOn productIOn...... 97 I • •  I d tt f d f " 
Fire apparatus, self acting ....... 104 Steel, magnetism of ............... 105 reIssue for anythmg but the same invention described and an , as a rna er 0 grace an avor. 
Firearms vs. farming impJts ..... 98 St Lawrence tunnel the 10.! B t h 'l th h h '  ffi '  FIres and firemen in London ..... 104 StOves. in,ailway cars ... ::::::::: 105 claimed in the original patent." u w 1 e e governmen�, t roug )ts 0 cei's, has no 
�?;�I,1rri';��re�i\�;it���::::::::::: 18[ �g,a{oW��I;���f'the)jlailet8': }8� i It is much to be regretted that the Patent Office (owing to right to use a patented invention without payment, there 
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Industry, oyster. census of the ... 97 Tunnel, Engli,a, Channel. .... . "..}m sued patents within their proper bounds. In the case in hand may seek compensalion for the use of his invention without 
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I��:�ifg�:: ����:;i���:::::::::: 1� 'Valls, brICk, water-tIght ........ 105 , Th f '  . . 
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• a ero e, o a o y we ........ CI' 'f th h th .. . .  d' . . 
t�����ig��" �:c�ni.:: ........................ 110032 W�ll, holy, the water of a ........ 100 try pri or to the patentee's application for the original patent. aIms, 1 at court as e reqUIsIte JUflS I CtlOn. A� ItS 

WIlle from beets............. ..... 97 . . d' t' d t t d h '  I b Iron and copper, reactions for ... 101 \yintergrelm, essence of ......... 1 03 As neither of the devices used by the defendant was cov" JurIs IC IOn oes no ex en to torts, t ere mlg lt e some 
Iron and steel production . ... .... �7 II oolcnmanufactures,American 100 d'ffi It th 1 t d . . .  h ----==----=-=====-.c-.c. ____ . ____ � ___ ered by the complainant's patent, construed as the court con- 1 cu y as e aw now s an SIll prosecutlllg III t at court 

TABLE OF CONTEN'l'tl OF sidered it must be to have any validity at aH, the decree of. a claim for the unauthorized use of a patented invention, 
THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN SUPPLEMENT, the Circuit Court was reversed and the cause remanded . although, where the tort IS waived and the claim is placed on 

� C> .  390, with directions to dismiss the bill of complaint. ' the footing of _an implied contract, we understand that the 
For tbe '\'eck endinjt Febrnary 18, 18S2. The moral of this case is subst9ntially that brought out by court has in several instances entertained the jurisdiction." 

Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers. 
I. ENGIN EERING AND MECHANlCS.-The Trial of the Alarm .... �1� the case of Miller VB. the Bridgeport Brass Company, already The question of the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims 
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f�� �,�g�R�g:i�! &��'b��in!6n�: B�:1H'jj'°'fi.ARSiiAL·L::::: gi8Jl and Lieutenant's Chipp's 2,000 auroral observations were lost chiefly to the government, Itotably in the matter of coast d<.l­
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'rhe Appert Process for Preserving Foodstuffs. . .. . . .............. 5104 Th d· tt Th 18 f t h -........ 11-... ' ........ -------
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RE, .E�'� .. �.�.epo.rt.o.n.�.on.de�s��.���� .. n.yn.r .. ���: 5105 plenty of algological specimens were brought up from the the amplitude of the tracts of sky to be explored nightly, 
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trIals of muck.-V1ew8 upon the value of muck.-Conclusions ...... .1105 . 0 Silos and Ensilage. Practical tests and results in New England . 5101 The first wI lltp,r the mean temperat Ilre was 33 bel ow zero. plored. To prevent such unintentional waste of time and 

�1'i,���f:gi�O��;.;'��h il'����tolllach.�:.�.��.m.i�a�.t.�.�ln.i.����.c.�.i�o: WI:; The second winter it was 39° below zero. The first summer lahor the Scienr,e Observer sugge,ts a mapping out of tile 
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magnetic earth currents.-f�ecent ohservutions.-Improved moth- . 
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the earth, etc .................. : ... ..................................... 5108 and rocky; May 16. 1881; lat. 760 47' north, long. 158056' but if he has lime and inclination to do more. why shouldn't 
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