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lier legislators in that Congress in its unwarranted invasion and sunset points will swerve slightly to the south, and the 
of th e dignity and inherent rights of all honest labor, acted sun will not mount quite so high at noon-day toward the 
le3sfrom conviction than from a contemptible fear of offend- zenith. The movement of the sun to tbe south and his less­
ing a class in the far west, whose votes may be needed on ening meridian altitude will go on until the 21st of Decem­
some future election day; a class whose moral and econo- ber. when tbe winter solstice occurs, and the days have 
mical thinking exactly reproduces that of the earlier day, as reached their minimum length. The process will then be 
exhibited in this typical provision of the Constitution of reversed; the Run will move northward, and his meridian 
Oregon, to wit: I altitude increase until he comes round again to the summer 

"No free negro or mulatto, not residing in this State at solstice of 1883. Observers can see for themselves the 
the time of the adoption of this Constitlltion, shall ever come, changes in the sun's place in the heavens that mark the change 
reside, or be within this State, or hold any real estate, or in the seasons, aud will readily note that the further south 
make any contract or maintain any suit tllerein ; and the the sun rises and sets the shorter will be the days, and the 
Legislative Assembly shall p1'Oviue by penal laws for the lower the altitude of the noon-day sun the less will be the 
removal, by public officers, of all such free negroes and mu- intensity of the heat. 
lattoeR, and for their effectual exclusion from the State, and i This oscillation of the sun to the north and south, and his 
for the punishment of persons who shall bring them into the varying meridian altitude are only apparent. the rPlll cause 
State, or employ or harbor them therein." of the movement being the revoLution of the earth around 

- The new law which disgraces our statute books makes it the sun with her pole inclined twenty-three and a half degrees 
unlawful (for the space of ten years from A ugust next) for to �the pIa ne of her orbit, her seasons varying according to 
any Chinese laborer to come within the limits of the United the manner in which her surface is presented to the sun. In 
States. or for any person to aid or abet them in coming; the! the north temperate zone the sun's rays now shine with full 
words "Chinese laborer" covering skilled as well as un- force, and summer reigns supreme. The mornings and even­
skilled workers. Tbe law provides: I ings mark his furthest progress northward, the noons show 

"(SEC. 2) That the master of any vessel who shall know- his bighest meridian altitude, the evenings bear witness to 
ingly bring within the United States on sucll vessel, and land the period when h is beams linger longest above the western 
or permit to be landed, any Chinese laborer. from any for- horizon after sunset. 
eign port or place. shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, It would seem as if our hottest days should occur about 
and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not the 21st of June, when the sun's perpendicular rays fall upon 
more thHn Dve hundred dollars for eacb and every such Chi- , this portion of the globe. But such is not the case. As 
nese laborer so hrought, and may be also imprisoned for a ! midsummer approaches the quantity of heat received from 
term not exceeding one year." I the sun during-the day is greater than the quaGtity of heat 

Section 10 proviues "That every vessel whose master lost during the night, and there is therefore an increase of 
shall knowingly violate any provisions of this act shall be 

I 
heat each day. The daily increase reaches its maximum at 

deemed foTfeited to the United States, and shall be liable to I the summer solstice. But the heat garnered up by the pro· 
seizure and condemnation in any district of the United cess causes an accession of heat each day until the heat lost 
States into which such vessel may enter or in which she I during the night is just equal to that received during tbe 
may be found;" and 

I 
day. This happens some time in July or August. Our hot­

Section 11: "That any person who shall knowingly bring test weather for this reason occurs some time after the sum­
into or cause to be brought into the United States by land, '. Iller solstice, just as the hottest part of the day is some time 
or who shall knowingly aid or abet the same, or aid or abet I after midday, and the coldest part of the night is toward 
the landing in the United States from any vessel of any: morning. 

Chinese person not lawfully entitled to enter the United There are four great time marks in the annual revolution of 
States, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall II the earth, the vernal equinox, the summer solstice, the autumn­
on conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not exceeding one. al equinox, and the winter solstice. The summer Rolstice 
thousand dollars, and imprisoned for a term 1I0t exceeding " is the most interesting and suggestive of them alL It is, in 
one year." i our zone, the' culminating point of solar power, tbe gala-day 

This would be an exact echo of the South Carolina law I of the sovereign who holds in his hand the issues of life and 
against the introduction of "free negroes or persons of death for every member of the human race. The eartll 
color," if it ouly had a clause providing for the sale into I rejoicing in verdure, the perfection of foliage, the brilliant 
s!avery of the obnoxious Chinaman. The spirit is the same; flowers, the ripening fruits, bear witness to the fertilizing 
and the excuses offered for so barbarous and anti-American I power of his benignant beams. Out-door life furnishes the 
an invasion of the common rights of humanity are sub- : conditions of enjoyment, and earth, air, and sky hold out 
stantially the same to day as they were half a century ago. ! separate allurements to increase the number of those wbo 

'The free person of color was of an alien and degraded race, share in the general holiday. So delightful are the charms 
incompetent of citizenship and unfit to blend socially or of midsummer tbat one longs to mak e them immortal, to 
politically with the Oaucasian. At the same time his hold back the sun in his course, and perpetuate the present 
presence was a source of social peril, in that it threatened the : conditions of his reign. But such are not the conditions of 
stability of the prevailing industrial system. Tbe same human life. The seasons come and go, swayed by an omni­
charges are now brought against the Chinese, and with· potent hand; at the culminating point of solar intensity the 
slighter grounds for justification. Southern society survives picture changes, the supreme momen t passes. Before t,he 
and thrives with the negro free; before the ten years' limita- sun that rises on the 21st of June sinks below the hlll1-
tion of Chinese immigration ends it is safe to predict that the zon his face will be turned from us, the earth will naVe 
nation. as a whole, will discover that its hazard from tra�eled thousands of miles toward the regions of cold and 

Chinese labor is illfinitely less than from the wrong done darkness. A fraction of l ight will be lost from the longest 
to all laboring men by allowing local clamor to secure the day. a fraction of darkness will be added to the shor�t 
general ostracism of any class of honest laborers. I night. . ;';; 

The national shame of this enactment arises not so much No one can help mourning over th",. loss of, the firstmil1-
because it involves a breach of good faith with China. to ute of daylight that follows this summer sol.stice. No one VII.:BIOGRAPHY.-Charles Robe,." Darwin.-Review of life and � 
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