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PROGRESS OF PATENT LAW. 

A prombent subject in the decisions recently reported is 
the degree of "invention" needful to support a patent. 
Patents :nust be new and useful; the rule is elementary; yet 
it does not seem-if one may judge from the number of 
cases in the courts-to be generally understood. The case 
of the whip tip patent is a striking illustration, for the rea· 
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this must be a result within the intention of the description, 
not a mere accident. Showing that by following the direc 
tions of an earlier patent, a person might accidentally, 
through small variations in the process, have hit upon the 
same result, does not avoid a patent which has been granted 
to a subsequent inventor. 

I 
son that the invention, so to call it, was really useful, and 
the judge in deciding against it, said that he was sorry to 

======================== elo so. as the inventor had introduced a real improvement 
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A noteworthy decision in this branch of the law, in which 
the patentee was more successful than in the preceding 
cases, relates to an improvement in water works for cities. 
Former devices for this purpose have bp-en subject to the 
d'efect that the pressure of water from reservoirs. or from 
force pumps where they were employed, upon hydrants OJ' 
spigots, was inconveniently variable; sometimes it would 
be deficient, and then so excessi ve as to burst the apparatus. 
The inventor devised pumping mat:hinery so contrived that 
as fast as the pumps increased the quantity of water in the 
mains, and so increased the pressure upon the hydrants or 
spigots, the increa�cd pressure should diminish the action 
of lhe pumps automatically; or, afterward, when the flow 
of water from use diminished the pressure, the diminution 
should set the puIflps at work again more \'igorously. The 
invention has heen quite widely adopted. Recently the 
patentee's priority has been contested, and several English 
and American contrivances, having the same general pur· 
pose, have been brought forward for comparison, but the 
Circuit Court, after p-xamining them in detail, pronounced 
them all substantially different and inferior, and sustained 
the patent. 
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wbips, esp(,cially long olles without a lash, were expensive 
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much as the sllccessive lengths of a fishing rod are inserted 
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