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HUMANITY VERSUS FANATICISM.
‘When the gentle Cowper declared he would not hold upon
his list of friends him who would ‘‘ needlessly set foot upon
a worm,” the poet’s humanity touched high water mark, but

stopped short of fanaticism. The fanatic would have left !

The distinction between wanton cruelty and the infliction
of pain for humanity’s sake is an important one; and in re-
fusing to make it the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, more recently styled Humane Socicty, certainly
“ do not ally themselves with the class of kindly and sensible
people represented by the poet.

Good intentions cover a multitude of sins, and command
respectful consideration even where they do not give proof
of wisdom; nevertheless, it is difficult to be patient with
those who persistently prostitute the word Aumanity to justify
courses which do not tend to ameliorate the condition either
'of beasts or men, collectively or individually, but rather bar
the way to such amelioration. The tender mercies of the
foolish, like those of the wicked, are oftencruel; and of such
a nature are those displayed by the officers of the society re-
ferred to when they seek by exaggeration and misrepresenta-
tion to stop all use of living animals for the scientific
‘advancement of physiology and medicine. And it shows a
_pitiful state of popular intelligence, feeling, and judgment
i when legislatures can be persuaded by fanatics to pass laws
|making it a crime to pursue a line of scientific investigation
which has been more fruitful than any other in knowledge
helpful for the prevention and cure of disease. Pasteur’s
recent brilliant and most promising discoveries in connec-
tion with chicken cholera were no doubt made at the cost of
considerable discomfort to a small number of guinea pigs,
rabbits, and barn-yard fowls; but the certain issue of those
discoveries must be to prevent an incalculableamountof dis-
trewsing and fatal disease among these animals, with a pos-
sible issue of infinite value to humanity in furnishing a clew
| to a right understanding and treatment of many of man’s
' diseases.

If the anti-scientific spirit of those who assume to be the
_official advocates of ““ humanity ” shallprevail, all such inves-
“tigations must become crimes to be prevented by the strong
-arm of the law, and men and animals may go on for ever
"dying of diseases which knowledgemightmitigate or entirely
prevent. That this spirit has already largely perverted a
movement for the prevention of cruelty to animals into one
which arrests the labors of those who would domost for the
alleviation of pain in animals and in human kind, is only too
plainly shown in therecent letter from a committee of the
Medical Society of this State to the officers and members of
the Humane Society, beggingthemnot to interfere in certain
proposed investigations touching the origin and prevalence
of diseases among animals.

"The letter, which is signed by nine of the best known and

;most honorable physicians of New York, says, after, rcfer-
ring to the diseases mentioned and their disastrous effects:

‘“ So weighty are these interests that the Medical Society of
the State of New York has appointed the undersigned a
special committee on the subject of experimental medicine,
charged with the duty of protecting such investigations from
harmful interference.

“Such an interference is threatened by the efforts which
have been made, in the name and with the implied sanction
of your society, to prevent, by legal enactment, experiments
on animals for medical and scientific purposes. Should these
efforts succeed, they would have the effect to prohibit, within
this State, a most useful means of investigation, and would
be a lasting detriment to the cultivation and improvement
of medicine. The committee cansay,from theirown know-
ledge, that the experiments in question are not performed in
a spirit of wanton cruelty, nor in such a way as to inflict
needless sufferings upon the animals employed; and thatthe
information acquired by their means is often of the highest
value for the protection of life and property.

““With you, we earnestly desire to prevent every form of
unnecessary suffering. But we would most strongly draw
your attention to the radical difference between the infliction
of wanton cruelty and the serious and careful use of the
lower animals for the benefit of humanity and of the brute
creation; and we respectfully ask that the name and authority
of your society may not be employed to the injury of the
medical profession and of medical science.”

The real friends of humanity and of the brute creation
await the answer of the society named with no little interest.

If, as there is reason to expect, the reply is not favorable to
. the work proposed by the Medical Society, the friends of
| humanity untainted by fanaticism will wisely refrain from
giving aid or encouragement to the misguided society until
a different set of officers give a more reasonable spirit to the
" administration of its affairs.
: R el et
INTOLERANCE AMONG PHYSICIANS.
~ The unended, but we trust not endless question of profes-
sional recognition among the diverse schools of medical
,opinion and practice, has been brought once more into un
seemly prominence in connection with the treatment of the
late Earl of Beaconsfield.
Because the physician first in charge was nominally
attached to a school of practice not accounted regular by
‘those who arrogate to themselves the sole right to be so des-
ignated, the ordinary courtesies of the profession were re-
fused him, and condemnation was urged against an associate
'WhO had the courage to be a trifle more courteous than the
‘ society rules allowed,
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It is a pity that physicians cannot more generally rise above
the traditional code of their craft in their professional con-
sideration of this question, and look at the matter for a
moment with the layman’s unprejudiced eyes.

Were this done we arequitesurethat there would be an end
;to the spirit of professional intolerance whichso frequent-
‘ly comes in to embitter the intercourse or non-intercourse

of physicians, to the hinderance of real progress in medicine

“and the lowering of the moral if not the professional stand-
.ing of physicians in the estimation of intelligent laymen. In-
‘dividually the majority of physicians recognize the present
emptiness of the shibboleths of medical generations dead and
gone. Years.ago they meant a systematic abiding by this,
that, or the other theory of medical practice; and A could
not consistently consult with B or C, because they knew no
common ground of theory or practice to agree upon. Their
remedies being always different and their methods systemati-
cally opposed, there was at least a shadow of a reason for
keeping professionally aloof. But knowledge comes though
wisdom lingers, and sensible men in all the medical schools
havelearned thevital truths thatall the schools possessed some
truth and a great deal of error. The hard and fast lines of
theory and practice have been abandoned by all; yet the
medical codes are as intolerant as ever. In this, as in all
cases, men in organized society prove to be more conserva-
tive, more bound by tradition and custom, thdan the indivi-
duals who make up the society.

In the Beaconsfield case the intensely conservative medical
societies of London show, though unconsciously, the influ-
ence of the times. Formerly the reason for non-recognition
would have been bold and clear: ‘¢ The obnoxious physician
is not of our school; therefore his practice is all wrong, and
we can have nothing to do with the case so long as he is re-
tained.” That excuse could no longer be given, since it
had practically lost all its original force. So the ground
was shifted, and the reason for non-intercourse was said
to be moral, not professional. ‘ The offending physician’s
practice iseclectic, like our own,” the regulars said, ‘‘ but he
is saling under false colors. Indeference to the prejudices
of the ignorant he professes to be a disciple of Hahnemann,
when he is not. Hahnemann has no genuine followers now-
adays. We cannot consult with a man who is a profes-
sional cheat, however reasonable his medical practice may
be, or however admirable he may be in his private, non-
professional character.”

It will not take long, we fancy, for this flimsy pretext to
wear itself out. And when that is gone the grounds for
fence building between medical societies of different denoni-
nations will become shadowy indeed. It is high time they
were lost sight of altogether. Intolerance is pretty nearly
gone out of fashion. Men in all professions are learning
that any pretense of monopolizing knowledge or wisdom or
sincerity of purpose on the part of any clique or school is
more likely to engender contempt than respect from the
world at large. Men orsets of men in no way compromise
their position mentally, socially, or professionally, by treat-
ing courteously those of different mental, social, or profes-
sional standing; while they do seriously compromise their
claim to popular respect by courses which indicate on their
part an overweening confidence that they are radically better
or wiser than any one else. In this country, atleast, men
are free to do right in any way or under any name that may
happen to fall to them; and 1t lies with no exclusive schools
of thought or practice, but with the best judgment of all,
to decide what in any case is within or without the bounds
of right. The “regular” physicians, as they delight to
style themselves, take an honorable pride in saying that they
are hampered by none of the theoretical or practical
‘“ pathies;” that they are scientific and scientifically free to
accept and use all knowledge and all methods of practice
that promise to benefit their patients. Intelligent physi-
cians, whom the regulars style ““irregular,” take.precisely
the same ground. There are reasonable differences of
opinionasto what in any case is true or expedient. And
neither the regularnor the irregular heightens our respect
for his opinion or practice by refusing to confer with those
whose opinions donot exactly coincide with his own. Still
less do we respect those who would disfellowship each other
for imaginary differences implied by accidental school
names or outworn shibboleths of system or method handed
down from days when toleration was regarded as a crime
rather than a virtue. The scientitic and practical advance-
ment of the art of medicine is to be helped much more by
the unrestricted conference, friendly criticism, and mutual
respect of all the schools, than by mutual intolerance and
partisan wrangling.

------ A
CORN AS FUEL.

Not a few good people, in parts where fuel is cheap and
food dear, have been shocked by reports from the West of
settlers resorting to corn for fuel. To the sentimentalist it
seems dreadful, almost sinful, that grain which might feed
thousands of hungry people should be ““ destroyed ” in that
\ way; and we have heard some speak as though it would be
"almost a virtue in the Iowa farmer to freeze to death and
'save the corn for its more legitimate use as food.

The Jowa State Register looks at the question in a more
mattec of fact and sensible way. It has tried corn as fuel,
tand finds that corn in the ear can be burned in stoves made
'for either soft or hard coal, and is an especially good fuel
for cooking stoves. Moreover, the cost of growing corn in
Towa is so small that it is as economical to raise corn for
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