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LEGISLATING AGAINST PROGRESS. this which mainly causes the enormous deposits of mud in 

That particular phase of unwisdom which show� itself in our docks, and necessitates a large expenditure of money for 
opposition to departures from tbe beaten track of custom dredging and its removal seaward. It, in fact. makes enor. 

1 is not confined to any locality or greatly influenced by geo- mous eilt basins of our docks. 
! graphical lines. The consumption of croton water in this city is about 
i Two striking illustrations of this unpleasant fact appear in 100.000,000 gallons daily. equal to 400.000 tons weigbt (2.000 

the news columns of a single morning paper. One hails lb.  to the ton). As this enorlIlous weight is immensely in. 
from Mississippi. the other from Connecticut. The first an· creased by the fecal and other matters discharged into the 
nounces that a certain �lississippi planter wanted to turn sewers. it will be seen that it would require an enormous 
his land into a stock farm. His cotton growing neighbors amount of mechanical power to remove the whole. To let 
protested against the change on the ground that the grass the fluid matters flow off. and retain the solid matter in silt 
of the stock farm would spread over the adjoining planta· basins for manurial purposes, would scarcely pay, as the most 
tions and spoil the land for cotton. They did more; they valuable fertilizing salts in the sewerage are so readily solu­
applied to a court for an injunction to restrain their iImo· ble in water, that what is left of them in the silt is but of  
vating neighbor from sowing grass seed, ano got it! This comparatively little value. If the fluids could be saved it 
decidedly reverses the proverbial saying about the beneficent would be necessary to provide some absorbent for them; this 
character of the man who makes two blades of grass grow might be found in the dry ashes when screened from the 
where but one grew before. The Connecticut illustration of cinders intermixed with them. But the great outlay in pre· 
aI;ti.progressiveness is even worse. paring the silt basins and the other mechanical arrangements 

Along the Connecticut �hore the succulent oyster fur· necessary for the purpose will probably always remain a bar 
nishes the most important and remunerative crop. though to the saint ion of the question. Yet, the experiment might 
but comparatively a small portion of the Long Island Sound be worth trying with one of the sewers, in order to ascertain 
bed suitable for oysters is yet under cultivation. The chief whether it would pay. In such an experiment the silt should 
obstacles to the greater extension of the oyster industry lie al80 be saved and its manurial value properly ascertained. 
in the expense of handling the crop in deep water, and the The salt water would have to be carefully excluded. 
impossibility of protecting the deeper beds from the inroads ••••• 
of star fish and other vermin. that is. by the old·fashioned An E ight Thousand Dollar Bible. 

means of dredging. Accordingly the more enterprising The third part of the sale of the collection of books of the 
oystermen have lately substituted steam power for sails and late George Brinley. of Hartford. Conn .• was completed in 
wind in navigating their boat�, and the same motive power this city April 7. 
in place of human muscle for hauling the dredges. The Tbe most notable hook sold was the Gutenberg or Maza· 
consequence is that oyster cultivation can be economically rine Bible. which brought $8,000. Though this copy bears 
carried on in deeper water. and a great deal more can be no date it is suppo�ed to have been printed between 1450 
done at all times in bandling the crop and fighting its ene- and 1455, the printing probably occupying the greater part 
mies since the workmen are not dependent on favorable of the five years. For four centuries the book lay buried in 
winds. which may fail or become unfavorable just at the the obscure library of t he Predigerkirche. at Erfurt. where 

, critical moment. The time is surely corning when the bed it was discovered some fifleen years ago. It was purchased 
===== ... -... --.......... "'"--... -... -=�------... -... -... ---... -=-... --... ----... --=------� of Long Island Sound will be covered with oyster farms for I by Mr. Brinley in 1873. 

NEW YORK, SATURDAY. APRIL 23. 18Rl. the supply of half the continent. perhaps half the world, the This Bible belongs to the extraordinarily rare:first edition, 
Contents. : culth'ation being done, as it only can be, by Rteam; the and may properly claim to be the first book ever printed with 

allnstrated articles are marked with an asterisk.) i oyster farmers uniting most likely in maintaining a steam types. The text is the vulgate of St. Jerome. The type is 
Adirondack survey. the .......... 259' Hats. straw. to dye black ..... .. 2651 patrol whose chief busines� will be the destruction of the I Gothic. and not only the hundredR of illuminated capitals, 
Barometer. registering ..... . ..... 259 Hesper,ides. gar4ens ?f the ....... 26.� vast swarms of star fish which periodically invade the Sound! brilliantly colored and decorated. but the paucity of typo· 
B
eans, bugVn ' ...... . . . .. . .... 2M Inventwns. engineerlng .......... 259 I 

�r£{e��:�t�h��:a�8Ilo!lar:"n: ��� �g���i;g�::�e�';nt::::'" :::::::: �� and ravage the oyster beds. whose owners are u nable to I graphical errors and the nice execution of detail evince ils 
�g���

.
����:�fSi�.188�::::.:.::: � i�����otl.;�:�'�r��:I��de �::::: �� I cope witb them single handed. It is manifest destiny that title to precedence of many other copies in point of origin. 

Botanical sp.ecies. number of .... 26� Mining m"chinery. outfit for . .. , �,a I steam will be and must be relied upon in the development aud its production as an exemplar. The capitals are many \lotamst .. a. III the field . . .... ..... 2Q2 Natural hIstory notes ...... ...... . 6( . , , . • •  • Calculatmg machine. Verea·s .... 2;,8 Needles bv heredity ....... .... . , 260 lof thIS great Industry. Yet the State LegIslature of Connec· of them emblazoned WIth ornamentatIOn m gold. and the two Cane with tmlet combination* ... 2f)!) Patents. offiCial examination of .. 264 . .  . . . . . I . . . . .  . 
Cars. metallic .. ........ .. ....... 2"0 P"trol system. Chicago police' .. 255 t!Cut has Just passed a bill substantIally prohlbltlllg the use va urnes are III the ongmal bmdmg-tluck oak boards 
Cask. cooling. new' ... .. . ... . .. . 25q Pickett' s cave . .. . . ........ .. " .... 257' f d d . I d th t 't t d t t h th d . If b 'f II d d I Chinese coasts. longitude of ..... 21;4 �ictures. pe,manent. on retina .. 25? ,0 steam I'e gmg. on tie groun a I en s 0 crea ,e a s ea e In ca , eau tl u y stampe • protecte at t Ie cor· 
City sewerage .. . . ..... . .. ..... . 256 Ilants. ozomfereus .... " ..... 2651 I d d . t f th b '  tI l l' g 'th t d I' Id f b d d t d t tl Cohahulla aerolite the ... ".. .. 2'>6 Progress legislating against .. .. 2.\6 I mono po y an rIve au a e uSllless Ie men W]o C III ners WI ornamen e S lie s a rass. an ecora e a . Ie 
Curious inhan. of Sargasso Sea'. 263 Potassic hydric sacchal'Ut.e .. ...... 265 h I h d f d d . 'th 'l b t t 'th d '  . th tI d b TI d Oisp.'teh boats. novel. .... ... . .. 257 Refuse. utilization of . . .. ........ 265 I to t e s ower met a a re gmg WI sal. oa s. cen er WI eSlgns m e same me a an asses. lC e ges 
Don'ts for the varnish room . ... 253 Retina. the. permanent pictures. 2'7 0 'bl b b'll b I" d t d t k t - f f th l t d h t f th Embroidery. new type of . . ...... p6l Sanitary cou!lcil. Mississippi . .... ?60 steusl y t e l ,we e !eve, oes no un er a e a sup a many a e eaves are uncu an s ow races a e cues 
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e:.:: �J press steam dredging on private grounds, that being clearly of the rubricator. They are very broad, measuring 15Ys by 
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::: r68 forced, will be noth ing less than that. In dredging an oyster The book is without title·pages; there is no pagination. 
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.�:1� bed in water of any considerable depth. the dredging vessel The 641 leaves are printed in double columns, of 42 lines 

Game counter, new· .... ..... .... 209 Tools. reversilJle· ... . ... . ......... 259 must of necessity pass beyond the boundaries of the bed 1 each and the initials and rubrics are in manuscript. The Geographical clew, musk ox as a 263 Trout shOW, B1ackford's ..... . . ... 265 - , 
Goblets. grinding bands on*.... 2112 Wi e. span of. longest .... . ........ 269 even where they are clearly marked. Accordingly the steam' large folio volumes are of nearly equal thickness the first Gnnboats. French. for the Pacific 258 Writing, c'ose .. .......... ......... 259 . f k' . ' • 

dredger IS always liable to the charge 0 wor mg " off hIS of 324 leaves, ending with the Psalms, and the second. of 
TABLE OF CONTENTS OF 
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gn)unJ" and to the risk of having his vessel restrained from 317, completing tile text. One leaf of the first volume is in 
operating at a time when cessation from work will be fatal facsimile and sixteen of the second. The copy is in an ex· 
to his crop. when an invasion of star fish is to be combated cellent state of preservation, unstained by time or mildew. 
for example. and has evidently never been washed. The decoration is 

If steam dredging is to be prohibited because it gives the arabesque. and Dr. Trumbull infers from its general sump· 
steam user an advantage over the man who runs a sail boat. tuousness that it was originally intended for the library of 

PAGE then tbe latter should be restrained for the advantage he some prince or nobleman-possibly some kindly patron of 1. ENGINRERING AND MECHANICS.-New Railway Car Axle. 
1 figure.-Longitudinal section and elevations of Miltimore's new enjoys over the man v.: ho has only a row boat; and the oars· the struggling inventor. 
c
a
�'t.�� Flanie'Lubricator" iilgnres':::::::':::::::::::::::::::::: �tg� man because of his advantage over the man who has no boat �--.-. -......... .-..--J, ...... _.-------b?V�g�s:,:��St��ff.
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������: !!�� and gets his living by" treading." There is no logical halt- The Cuban Exhibition. 

New Two-Color Printing Press. 1 flgure.-Alauzet'spress . . . . .. • .  4409 • I d Improvements in Combing .Hachines. By M. IMBS. 1 figure . .. .  4410 lIlg place between origina barbarism an the largest possi- The International Exhibition at Matanzas was opened 
H. TECH ,OLOS\" AND VTTEMI"TRY.-Sulphate of Soda.-A new ble use of all the working appliances which invention and April 3. in the state of general unreadiness characterhtic of 

mechanic!'tl furnace and a continuous system of manufacturing I sulphate of soda. By JA>lES MACTMR .... ..... .................. .... 4;110 art can furnish. whetller in oyster culture in Long Island such sllows. The most complete display of industries is 
Spots on Hammock Canvas ... .. .. .. ............ ..... , ........ 4411 S 1 . tl It' t' f M' . . . I t tl'ons th t f C b S . .  . l t d b bl b Oil from Schists. B� GASTO" BO"G........ .. ... ............... 4414 OUll( or m Ie cu I va IOn a ISSISSlppI p an a .' a 0 u a. pam IS spanng y represen e • pro a y e· 
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will be no more successful in the long run than they are ery. though its agricultural products have also received 
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4418 
OUR CIT� SEWERAGE. The Sclo Eartbq uake. 

w:5I��eSr�
B
Jat\le��: ..��URpo�W:'��?y���;�f· Cin. cinn"U'wat'er'fo'rtiie 4418 Great damage was done by an earthquake in the Island of w, How to utilize the fecltlant matters discharged by our sew· City Board ot Health . ...... ............... ........ . .. .. ............. U19 Scio. one of the best known of the isles of the Grecian 

Ill. NATURAL HISTORY. ETC.-Exhibition of the English Cart ers is as yet an unsolved problem, although It has received 
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. ::::: �! the close consideration of the best engineers and sanitarians. Archipelago, on Sunday. April 3. In the chief tOWll, Kas· 
P f T t F G" 4411 f . I I d tro, with 15.000 inhabitants. three or four thousand persons 
Th'i,����rl:S?,:tf.i'driiin·�f'tbiisexes·:::::::::::::::::::·::::::::::: 4419, The fecal and other matters 0 mamma va ue discharge 

A 1 f II' t 19 fi O ' h W!lre killed and wounded, and but fifty huuses were I('ft 
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��l.��� 4413 i into them is so diluted wit water as to be of but compara· 

standing. Later reports state that thirty villages. in other Rotating stage for. l.he Microscope ..................... ........... .. 44 � ! tively small value. To save its most valuable products would PerSIstence of VISIOn. 1 figure . .. ......................... .. ' .... 441.11 parto of the island were wrecked and ao· many as 40 000 pea Determination of ('O'Ots by Rotatory Disks. By A. ROSENST IEHL. 441, require the transportation of the water in which they are - , . "  . ' 
Tbe Sensitiveness of the Root Tip of the Reedllng ..... . . ....... . 4417 1 d pie were made ,lestitute. The entire number of victims If> The Habits of the Northern or Short·finned squid. By A. E. ,dissolved. If this could be one cheaply. one of the most 

v:B��t���iig·\vltcii·Gi-itss::::::::::::::::::::·.::::::.::::::::
.
:::::::::: !:22 ",,''Verful and useful manures known to ao'!'iculturists would. estimated at 5.000. The shocks were widely felt among the . I '" islands and along the coasts of the mainland. IV. PHYSI(,S, ELECTRICITY, ETC.-The Radiograph. 4 figures. be utu:":Qd. A s at present constructed, the sewers discharge 

Winstanley's Rartiog-ra¥h or �unshine Recorder..... . ........... .. 4414 \ . .  • •  
Distrihution of LI�h in the Solar SI'ectrum. Spectrum of the theIr conten,,, '11to the salt water nvers on eIther SIde of the 
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'k�·E���4,1'iTH::::::::::::::::::::::::. jfl4 city. Now, It is a well known fact that water. holding in The Cohabulla Aerolite. 

Separation of Cadmium and Zinc hv Electrolysls. By A. YV>'R 4417, . , . b '11 Th U '  . f R 1 t h it I h d f On the ViAcosity of Gases at High Exhaustions. By II',,:. meChanICal solutIOn or suspenSIOn any su stances, WI pre- e mverslty 0 oc les er as a e y purc ase rom 
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.:-:-��sc������.��.�.���l��: 44161 body of greater density than itself. Consequently the fre�h' celebrated aerolite found in the Mexican town of Cohahuila 

v. GEOGRAPHY, ETf'.-Ascent"of Chlmborazo and Cotopaxi. By . water from the sewers when discharged against the salt in 1866. �inally it was a mass of iron, weighing 434 
lll�'t��Pr:'ft:�y�,;;��. tii,,·ruiiiedar.d forgoiten ';,;nitat oi'Bengai' :1�r . water at the docks immediately precipitates the material pounds. and was remarkable on acconnt of the fact that It 
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drh�frqg:;"it��cW;�:D�nLEM�re: i:rz which it holds m mechanical solution. what it holds In was cracked almost through and th rough. sn that when 

VI. SURGERY. :\!EDICINE ETC.-Cht<ps as Fastenings for Artifi. I chemical solutlon being carrIed off. lost. and unutilized .. sawed the pieces fell apart. It was irregula, in shape. bnt 
Clal Dentures. ByJ.IW. C;'OWEH. D.D.S ... . ........ . 4418 This action I'S greater at the influx of the tides and is pro· I was substantially a foot square The piece bought bv the On the Use of a New Sltver Salt in the Treatment of Orl'anlc , , e , . J 
Nervous Disease. ByDr. ALLAN McLANE HAMILTO" ...... ...... 4418 ,portional to the momentum of the movement of the tide' university is a chunk cut out of the middle. and is a b'auti· 
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ETC.-Suggestl0n8 in Decorative Art.-Emblems in Cast 1 and the rapidit v of the flow of water in the sewers. It Is I fnl specimen. Iron. eSlgned by C. Beok, Stuttgart. 1 figures ..................... 4412 ,; 

© 1881 SCIENTIFIC AMERICIAN. INC 


	scientificamerican04231881-256

