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The ice storm which so seriously interfered with electric lent whcn constructed and operated in combination with an 
communication in and around this city recently, exposed ordinary railway car "-that is to say, any form of tank 
many defects in the usual method of supportiug telegraph car. 

I and telephone wires. The rapid restoration of the lines to Suit being brought for infringement, tbe answer set up, 
j working efficiency has strikingly exhibited the inherent con· among other defenHcs, that the reissued patent was too 
: venience and value of aerial lines. broad and was therefore void. 
I How to secure immunity from such interruptions in the The court saw tit to disregard this plea, deeming it proper 

future, witbout laying too great a burden upon the owners I to dispose of the case upon' a more radical and comprehen· 
of wires, and without restricting the easy extension of elec· sive objection. After citing tbe unimpeached and uncon· 
tric communication, is a problem of no small importance. tradicted testimony of witncsse" called by the appellees, to 

TERMS FOR THE SCIEN'.l'IFIC AMERICAN. The first demand, particularly from those who had no the effect tbat the complainants' wooden tanks bad been dis· 
One copy, one year postage Included...... .............. .. 5320 property interest in telegraph or telephone lines, was tbat carded for reasons given, and that tbe use of return casks 
One copy, six months, postage included ....... 1 60 ! the practice of setting up wires on poles !md houses should placed and fastened as described in the patent had been 

C1ubs.-One extra copy of THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN will be supplied be stopped and tbat all electric wires should be put under practiced for twcnty years or more, the court said; gratis for every club of five subscribers at $8.20 each: additional copie� at . - d 
' 

same proportionate rate. Postage prepaid. glOuli . "This testimony leaves not bing of the substance of tbe 
Remit by postal order. Address In response to this demand a bill was introduced in the plaintiffs' alleged invention. But, irrespective of 

�lUNN & CO., 31 Park Row, New York. New York State Legislature to secure sucb a placing of this testimony and of any testimony, upon looking this reo 
The Scientific Alllerlcan Supplelllellt wires within city limits uefore July 1 1882. The bill pro· issue in the face and examining its several claims by their 

lsa distinct paper from the SCIE"TIFll' AlJERICAS. THE SUPPLEMENT . i d th t it tl d t ' 't h Id
' 

t b I fIt l' is issued weekly. Every number contains 16 octavo pages, uniform in size VI( e a n er Ie n e glVerr 1 s ou no e aw u 0 use own 19bt, we find nothing that brings allY of them within 
with SClJO",'IFIC AMJORICAN. 'l'erms of subscription Cor SUPPLEM,,:NT, I any wire above ground for telegraphic, telephone, or elec· the sphere of what is patentable. There is no novelty and 
$5.00 a year, postage paid, to subscribers. Single copies, 10 cents. �old by trio li<rhting purposes, except indoors. In framina' this bill no utility." On tbi� ground the Supreme Court pronounced all news dealers throughout the country. • 

,::, 0 

CpUlbilled Rate, - The SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN and SrpPT,l<MCST ItS author neglected to take account of the conditions under the entirety and all the particulars of the claims" frivolous 
:'!�e,?etgponnte�')[d��s���aJi1l'e��t��d1[r"e�s�� �:ca;r,.tr�J."even dollars. Both which private lines of electric communication are set up and and nothing more." 

Iaa:��f3eRl:u��t� CeO':WJ',,:;.g��;:.�t�� order, or registered letter. operated. "Patents rightfully issued," the court observed further 

Scientific ,\ Illericall Export Edition. 
Granting the feasibility of putting underground a large on, "are property, and are surrou:lded by the same rights 

The SCm"'l'I1?IC Am:RICAN Export Edition is a larg.e and spiendid peri- part of the wires-which is far from evident-the require· and sanctions which attend all other property. Patentees as 
odical. issued once a month. Each number cGntains about one hundred large quarto nages, I,"Gfllsely illustrated. embracing: (1.l Most 01 the ment that all wires shall be so placed would be little less, a class are public uenefactors, and their rights should be 
plates and pages of the four preceding weeklv iS8ues of the �CIII:XTIFI c • •  f ' " AMI<:RICAN, with its splendid engravings and valuable information: (2.) than prohibitory III the case 0 pl'lvate Wires, sillce the eost protected; but the puulic has rights also. The rigbts of 
Commercial, trade, and manufacturing announcements of leading hom�es. f h k Id 'bl b . ! Terms for Export Edition. $5.00 a yo.,r, sent prepaid to any part of the 0 t e wor wou outweigh any POSSI e enetit. BesH cs, both should be upheld and cnforced by an equally finn hand, 
world. �ingle copies 50 cents. rr Manufacturers and others who desire the frequent upturning of the streets for the extension of whenever they come 11nlier J'11(II'cI'al c()n cI·del·,ntl·Oll." to secure foreign tT'ade may have large. and hand!'l:omely displayed an- . .., :L 

n9r�nec����tr�I��gl���;�{!g1�i�i��:r�gftro�ehK8�)�;��t:��l��nteed circu- such lines, were it otherwise practicable to bury them, would A few more decisions 0 f this tonor should put an end to 
ll'g���7,:�lcc��:.eN��\?6���S throughout the world, Address MU�� & be a nubance quite unbearable. the practice which has wrought so much injustice to the puu· 

______ The exigencies of modern bU8iness and social life require lic and brought so much discredit to the patent system, we 
NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 1881. not only tbe widest extension and the cheapest maintenance mean tbe extension of obscure and often trivial patents so as 

of electric service attainable, but also its readiest extensi· to make them cover, on reissue, valuable processes or pro, 
Contellt8. bility. This, not by great corporations solely, but by incli· ducts not within the scope of the original. 
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should be to improve the modes of supporting and distribut· new order of invention may reverse the tendency of the 
ing the existing lines. The difficulty with tbese lines, as race and relieve the future of much of tbe mental and nero 
tbey are, arises chiefly from tbe insecurity of their supports, vous strain wbich we have to endure; but it does not look 
the lack of concert of action in their erection, and' the ab- that way now. The immediate future, at any rate, is pretty 
sence of any orderly supervision of their distribution. sure to intensify the conditions which so many break down 

It may be that legislation will be required to remedy these, under to·day. Must the mental breaking down increase in 
evils, but that should be had without difficulty, and without I frequency in proportion? Or can we pitch upon some means 

PAGE neeessitating any sweeping change in the systerns, or endnn· whereby tbe rising generation can be fitted to endure the 
I. ENGI'1EERING AND MECH ANICS.-The Panama Canal and Its PrJJ;f��fn:''t���'i.ag�?� e����:''.ca,;al .,'.:::::.,',',',':: : ::::: :','.:::: ::: !� gering in any way the freedom and economy of elcctric strain which will come to them, better than the men and 
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of aerial lines cOlllci be corrected and tbe way left clear at' erable portion of the evils of modern life besides; tbat is, if 
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British )£edical Journal) says; "The cerebral tissue 
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