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PATENT ROYALTIES ON SHOE -,CHINERY. I but while they now stood, as a strong corpuration, ready 
The shoe manufacturers of the United States, or at least a • and able to meet the iS8ues at law with the manufacturers,they 

considerable proportion of them, hRve lately been finding were willing to confer and negotiate in regard to such future 
fault with our patent laws and the way in whi�h they are : royalties as had not been decided upon in their favor by 
enforced, withou t, as we conceive, a just apprehension of, the courts. The convention thereupon appointed a commit­
the grounds on which their complaint is based. They reo I lee of representative manufacturers to take charge of such 
cently held a National Convention of the trade in Phila- 'negotiations, not only with this company, but with all others 
delphia, for the discussion of this question, and matters re' l owning patents which were paid for by royalties, with power 
lated thereto, during the progress of which, not withstand- to commence legal proceedings should they deem such course 
ing that many untenable propositions were made, and very advisable. 
extreme opinions were put forward by individual members, I Patentees generally can certainly have no objections to ne· 
it must be allowed that great good sense was manifested, "gotiations looking to a settlement in cash in lieu of royalties 
the conclusions reached pointing in what was perhaps the ! for theil' rights, and such moderate action on the part of the 
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done to cover the rights of the patentee. There were many During their recent convention in this city the members 
in the trade, including some of its most influential members, of the American Society of Civil Engineers were entertained 
who took the position that, for any machine that was of de- by the Prall Union Heating Company. The dinner was 
cided advantage to them, they would be willing to pay a cooked throughout by superheated water; and whatever 
sufficient round sum down, and then be the owners thereof, may have been the cost on the relative economy of the sys­
to use as they saw fit, while they did not believe it was pos- lem, the cooking was accepted as unquestionably satisfac­
sible to offer them a machine the payment for the patent tory. 
rights in which was to be made on the basis of a Rpecified That bread can be baked and meat roasted by hot water 
tax for each pair of shoes produced. There are, of course, may seem quite incredihle to those who think of boiling water 
twosides to this question. There are many manufacturers only as commonly seen in open ves�els. Under atmospheric 
who would not be able to purchase outright a machine pressure water can be heated no higher than 212°, far below 
covering the introduction of valuable patents, but who a roasting temperature. But when confined there IS no limit 
would find it no tax, comparatively speaKing, to pay such' to the temperature it may receive save the weakness or 
royalty as would be enforced upon all other users of the strength of the containing vessel. 
same improvement, and hence would become a regular item The Union Heating Company propose to supply heat and 
in the cost of production in all goods of the kind. In this powerto houses by a system of pipes circulating water heated 
way the royalty system, where all are taxed alike. places under pressure to about 376". that is, a pressure of about 16Q 
the small manufacturer on an equal basis with the producer pounds above the atmosphere. In being conveyed a mile 
possessed of unlimited means. Perhaps quite as common a in boxed pipes, unller ground, the water, it is claimed, lose� 
ground, however, for the adoption of the royalty system in not more than 1°, so that a temperature of 375° can be main· 
the introduction of any particular patented improvement, is tained in the pipes of a cooking range, a heat sufficient for 
the skepticism with which new inventions are sometimes all culinary purposes. The heating of houses can be effected 
looked upon when first brought to the attention of those either by air currents circulating around hot-water coils, or 
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the tax Rt first being so light as to seem insignificant. The I such a rate that no water is allowed to be more. than fifteen 
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inventor, in fact, has been to all the expense of perfecting minute!' away from the boiler. It is estimated that two or 
his machine, device, or process, overcoming objections I three cubic feet of water an hour will suffice for heating an 
thereto, and proving its practical success, before obtaining, ordinary city house, and that the cost to consumers will be 

,any return for his outlay, and, therefore, according to all i much less than with any other system of heating. To de-
business principles, is entitled to a proportionate reward. I termine this, however, we are inclined to think that some­
There are many inventors and patentees who have travded thing more than brief experimental trials, under the ma­
this road to meet failure only; many more have achieved a nagement of the company's engineers, will be necessary. 
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