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GOVERDENT USE OF PATENTS, manufacturing for government, assumed to use, as they sup

Inventors are to be congratulated upon three recent de- posed government had the right to do, the complainant's in
I cisions of the courts which open the way to an efficient vention without paying him. But the Circuit Court very 
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judicial remedy 'for use of patents by government officers. promptly told them that they had no such privilege. 
There has been a vague idea that obtaining a patent does These decisions are subject to the ultimate approval of 
not protect the inventor against gratuitous use of his invim the Supreme Court at Washington. Should they be finally 
tion by authority of government. This view was founded sustained they will enable an inventor to seek redress in the 
upon English practice; an English patent is understood to courts, whatever may be the way in which his invention is 
be inoperative against the crown. But the reasons for this pirated under pretense of a use for government. 
do not prevail in America. In this country a patent is a • , • , .. 
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publishers anticipate a still larger circulation. I tracted WIth Merrick & Son to build a steamboat. The con- cuts which appear in other portions of the paper. 
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tractors attached the cut-off to the engine without paying Nothing li,ke it has ever been attempted before by any 
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, In 1863, and agam m 1868, SUits were argued in the Court be, often in a language they understand not, and they won· 

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 17, 1880_ 
of Claims seeking to recover royalties for government use of der how the writer, in such an out-of-the-way place, ever 
inventions. In the first of these cases the Warden of the heard of them or their inventions. 
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partment in the hope that it might be adopted. It was have j ust been completed at Pittsburg, leaving that city, 
adopted. But upon the theory that government is not June 23, for duty on the Mississippi between Cmro and New 
bound to pay royalties, none was paid to the inventor. He Orleans. The fleet comprises the hospital and supply steam· 
broug ht suit in the Court of Claims. That court decided that er H. H. Benner, and the steel launches Sentinel, Lookout, 
the government has not the right to use an invention, and and Picket. The Benner is a stern wheel iron hull steamer 
that as the cartridge box had been submitted by the inven- of the Western high-pressure type, 112 feet long, 18 feet 
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