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GOVERDENT USE OF PATENTS, manufacturing for government, assumed to use, as they sup­

Inventors are to be congratulated upon three recent de- posed government had the right to do, the complainant's in­
I cisions of the courts which open the way to an efficient vention without paying him. But the Circuit Court very 
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judicial remedy 'for use of patents by government officers. promptly told them that they had no such privilege. 
There has been a vague idea that obtaining a patent does These decisions are subject to the ultimate approval of 
not protect the inventor against gratuitous use of his invim the Supreme Court at Washington. Should they be finally 
tion by authority of government. This view was founded sustained they will enable an inventor to seek redress in the 
upon English practice; an English patent is understood to courts, whatever may be the way in which his invention is 
be inoperative against the crown. But the reasons for this pirated under pretense of a use for government. 
do not prevail in America. In this country a patent is a • , • , .. 
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publishers anticipate a still larger circulation. I tracted WIth Merrick & Son to build a steamboat. The con- cuts which appear in other portions of the paper. 
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tractors attached the cut-off to the engine without paying Nothing li,ke it has ever been attempted before by any 
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ventlOn; or mac \lies ave een escrIbe m these columns what. has 
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, In 1863, and agam m 1868, SUits were argued in the Court be, often in a language they understand not, and they won· 

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 17, 1880_ 
of Claims seeking to recover royalties for government use of der how the writer, in such an out-of-the-way place, ever 
inventions. In the first of these cases the Warden of the heard of them or their inventions. 
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na,l concession ....... 42 1 the government to pay, that court could not render any judg· from our artIcles. Farmer, Little & Co. 's type castmg 48 Oli tank explosH;ms. theory of .... 40 
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partment in the hope that it might be adopted. It was have j ust been completed at Pittsburg, leaving that city, 
adopted. But upon the theory that government is not June 23, for duty on the Mississippi between Cmro and New 
bound to pay royalties, none was paid to the inventor. He Orleans. The fleet comprises the hospital and supply steam· 
broug ht suit in the Court of Claims. That court decided that er H. H. Benner, and the steel launches Sentinel, Lookout, 
the government has not the right to use an invention, and and Picket. The Benner is a stern wheel iron hull steamer 
that as the cartridge box had been submitted by the inven- of the Western high-pressure type, 112 feet long, 18 feet 
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I. ENGINEERING AND MECHANICS.-Engines of H.M.S. Nelso:'AG
E obligation to pay a reasonable royalty. It could nO

.
t be bedding, etc., supposed to contain the germs of fever. This 

lllustrated . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31671 supposed that the inventor intended to give a gratUitous tank is 6 x 8 feet, of boiler iron. The upper deck is fitted 
British Gun Tests. Competitive tests of Hotchkiss and Norden- . ,  . 

felt gnns . ............................... ..... . .... .. ................. 3768 leave or that the Secretary Intended a lawless mfrIllgement. up with bath room, physician's quarters, and medicine 
Mode of Sub ... Aqueous Excavation, Driving Piles, or Making . • •  . . • • 1 Solid Foundations In Quicksands or Unstable Soils. By CRAS. • A Judgment for a substantIal compensatIOn founded on chests. The main cablll IS a clear, weI ventilated space 

�'ki.
T
f�on Wgg!":;�

e
$iFeei 

.. 
siian .

.. 
iiiany·fiiiu�es·sli.owiiig:piar:i·and 3768 this theory of contract was therefore awarded. 14 x 50 feet, fitted with thirty iron cots for the reception of 

details otconstruction ... ..................... ......................... 3770 Another suit was brought against an officer-the Post- the sick. The launches are of handsome model and are 36 
II. 

�Lla����«,�';Tor�s���?eTi.��vr:.:?Th.P'Ji;:��O���nl�S���� master of New York-who refused to enter into any con- feetlong by 7 feet beam, and 3),2' hold. Engine vertical, 
tl'k�ect��:laxt�t��"d;�c 

Fna'i,�\��:
a
�a�\,t!!:.:

a
g; ��'1Fg����:·.:.:. 8770 

tract with the inventor, believing and claiming upon Eng. driving propeller of 32 inch diameter and 6 feet pitch, mak­
�:;:�g�d�fct���

os
B�

e
ll�:��

c
l�

c
�fs °fb��:

g
d,::,

n
��

r
l'ii��i�i

e� lish precedents that he ought not to do so. There was, there- ing 250 revolutions per minute with steam at 12ll lb. Each 
��I�I'�����g��X�����:�:,w,::�::.������ .: .. �: .. ����:':.���.�: 3771 fore, no ground for a snit jn the Court of Claims, but the launch carries a small cannon for calling passlng and sus-

��.r.i�ri.��sl��I�F���o�
a
��·Ei;,iit'riclti: 

.. 
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